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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY, 
"approrimate Return of Traffic for first 12 days of January haha on 500) adh miles open, 
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[pproximate Statement of groae recei ts of the East Indian Haitaey, rrepared i in seniptaiwce with Public Works D carkan 
4 Circular No. XXL Heailiony. dated 3 23rd July 1883. paneer 5 
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EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY COMPANY. 
Bites open, 

Ranaghat section 209 
af Jonuary 1884. (Dum-Dum rs 31} 
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imate Statement of gross receipts of the Patna and Gya Siate Beilin prepared ta:qocordanne with Public Works Depa 
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BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. 
Weekly Statement of Yraffic Receipts. 
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BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. 
Weekly Statement of Traffic Receipte. 
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state of hoalth at date, 






O13 Weather: sopsemaee, Prospects of the rubbee crops remain unchanged. Pablie 


Nil |Wenthor—cool and clear, Midday sun beginning to be warm. Winter crope 
doing well, Sngateane is nearly ready. Price of rice ip stationary, but hae  « 
@ tendency to rise as exportation is going on to a certain extent, Public honlth 


‘Harvesting, of amun nearly completed. Budd 
Saar it Fupie heath fret seer doing 
-weuther crops domg wel ultivation of boro 
small-pox reported from the Contal sub-division. “r. 
eayeties doing well. — health 
en being. cat iter crops 
selling at Re. 28 per maund, 5 


ir ig 








Character of the weather, atate and prospects of the . 
state of health at date, = 





i Central Districts. ry i ° 
~~ E » “6 J2e-Porgunnahs,Jnn, 28 ’84) Nil |Weathor—scasonable. Harvesting of late paddy nearly finished. Winter erops a 4 
* 








promising well. Public health generally good. “s 
7 |Nudden, a BB as Nil Weather—clrar and seasonable, Prospects of winter crops favourable, Public 
5 health good 
Khoolnn, » 26 4 | Nil |Weather—sonsonable, Harvesting of amun nearly over. Boro paddy being” 
* ] transplanted. Pablic health fair, though cholera is prevailing. ‘ om 





@ Jeasore, » 6 y Nil |Wenther—xensonable, Mostard is being gathered Other winter crops doing 
| well. Casos of fever and cholera reported from Bungony. 7 
10 [Moorahedabad, ,, 26 y | Nil |Weather—clear and cold, Rudbec crops doing well Kalai und tit have nearly ot’ 
| | been harvested, Public health generally good, m 


. 
11 Dieagepore, Jan, 25 64 = Nil | Weather—unseasonably warm daring dyy, but chilly at night and morning... 
2 | Slight showers reported in parte of the district. Reports not very favour- 7 
| able as regards cold-weather crops but mnstard and sugarcane are fair, Price a 
of rice remains the sume; but some distress reported in the south of the ~ 
district, ' 
i Nil |Weather—moderately cold, Prospects of winter cropa generally favourable, 
Poblic health fair, Price of rice 13 to 17 seers por rapec, 
» 26 i Nil |Wenthor—scasonable. Harvesting of amu not yet finwhed. Land in Being = 
| O85 prepared for the cultivation of aus and jute. Prospects of other crops goad. 



















have been seriously affected. . 
17 |Suluigoree, » 26 4 | 008 Weather—clowly and windy in the first part of the weok, and light rain in thet 

night of the 20th instant Weather since clenr, Harvesting of amun almost 
finished, except in the enstern part of the district where it atil! conti I 
Cutting of sugarcane finished, Votatoes, tobacco, mustard aud other via ad 
crops doing well, Wrices unchauged, 


. » E Public health good. . 
~- ‘1% a ae Nil |Weather—cold and bracing, Amun has beon reaped; outturn about 4 sone, ad 
3 Mastard is being reaped, Pulses and sugarcane doing well, A fow cases of | ms 
4 fever reported trom thanas Bogra and Shibzunge ; otherwise public henlth fair, ry 
n Fe 15 [Pebna, o 26 Nil |Weather—getting warmer, hore has been no rain during tho week. It ia ‘ 
fs much wanted for the benefit of the winter crops. Public health on the wi ‘\ 
Q » good, though fever reported in some places. « . 
ae » 16 | Darjecling » RB wy O23 |Weothor—clear and cold, Zlaimunti-crops in the Terai are said to have resolted yy 
4M ' in an outturn of 120nna8, Rain is much wanted, and the crops in the hills | ies 
7 ¥ 

















Pell Eastern Districts, : 7 
4 2 ba] bie , 
¥ Jan, 25 Weather—cold. Pressing of sugarcane continnes. Mug and ry 
} gathered, Cultivation of land for the next rice crop going on. “~ 
lic henlth good, - 


xi winter crops promining. h f . ¥ ; 

Farreedpore, ,, 26 5 Nil |Weathor—seasonable. Reaping of amun nearly over. Cold-weather a 

promising. Fever still prevalent. A few cases of sporadic cholera rs eet 

a4: | Atow: levecthore cloody, ab Grat, (hes ine bd dlekn, Aut hacvieliag’ nail s.r 

” ” ew 'Weather- cloudy at t, then fine a1 ir, mun ; 

drops. |" Calieweather erope doing fuiely well phere. 

» BD ow Nil |Weather—warmer than the previous woek., Foggy mornings. A few drops 
ow] O88 rain fell on the 20ch instant, Amun rice and mug barvested, r 

standing crops good. Good outturn of mustard expected if nota 

insects, Public health good. 






21 |Mywensued, 
Jamaipore 













Chittagong, Jan. 29 , Nil (Weathor—seasonable. Harvesting of amun completed with an average 

“hag Winter crops doing weil. Prices stationary Public health good, 
: disease linyers 
23 |Nonkhotiz » 24 4 | Nil |Weather—rather warm; cloudy occasionally, Mornings foggy. 
still being reaped in some places, Prospects of the 
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promising. 
r 24 |Tipperan, » 26 Weather—bright ond clear and seatonably cold. Amun 
m stored. Cold-weather crops doing fair y well, . 
eS 26 [Chittagong Hil ,, 22 ,,| O43 |Weather—cloudy and variable with a slight shower on the evening of t) 
“4 “| ‘Tracts Crops doing well, Genoral bealth good. ‘ ae. 
¥ - i Tipporsb ,, 23 Nil Weatl for the first four days gloomy and saltry, and wards brig 
saa *, seasonsbly cold, State and prospects cf winter crops fuir, 
a « paddy flushed, ublic health good, . 
+ 
Rs aot 
Be 6 Jun. 26 '84) Nil |Weather—seasonable, Rubbee crops are doing as well wa can 





herr twin, Cucting of sugarcane going on, Public: be 


& 
Weachor—fair, Threshing of paddy ountinues. Rubbeeand p 
Pubiie health good. a: - Bir. 
Weather—searonable, Prospects of rubbee crops vory. 
reported, n 
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GAZETTE, JANUARY 30, 1884, 


return, Station in) state of health at dave 
inches. | 





eae 83 [Monghyr Jan, 26 784 Nil 


aa E 86 Mhagulpore, » 26 Nil 








sree 85 |Purnesh, » 2 | Afew 
. n drops, 
- Kissengunge » | O12 
26 |Maldan, » 6 ,, Nil 
2 ‘ 

37 fsonthe! Pergha, y 26 Nil 

Devghur «| OL 

i Juuuers «| 005 


ORISSA, . 5 
/ 88 Cuttack, Jan, 25" 0:03 






























¥ 89 | Poorse, » % | O18 
ay : Kuvorda «| 010 
_ -  \ 40 |Balasore, » %& »| Ni 
aa 
cnuora NAGPORE 
_ South-West Frontior 
= Agency 
= 4 Sil 
Mah Ate “ae 
is Ae. Nil 
ay 001 
' ed a . 
Nil 
wort 
Nil 


Weather—cold and ocensionally cloudy, Rubhee crons on dearah \nnds domg 
fairly well, but those on high lands suffering very much from want of woisture, 
Kain much wanted. Prices stationary Public henluh good. 

Weathor—not so cold; but appowranes of coming rain his passed away, Rice 
is selling nt 12 to Idseers per ropes, Condition of wheat and rabéee crops 
precarious owing to want of rain, Outtarnof kurthé and mustard fair, * 

Weather—dry. Cold nights, hotrer days = Rubbee crops ure doing fi im the 

h of the district, but are in wantof raineverywhere, Pablie health 








air 
Weather—still cold and pleasant, Condition of the rudbee crops is fair and tho 
outturn is estimated at 12 annua, Hriew of rice 12 to 13 seers per rupeé, 
Bhadoi and doni selling at 15 seers per ropee, Public health good. 
Weather—still continues seasonably cold, Outturn of rice harvest may now be 
put at fall 10 anne tor three-tourthe of the district, In the remaining parta 
the avernge outiurn is perhups blow Gannas, Rudbee promises to given 
G-auna yield for the whole district. Public health genorally goud. 


Wenther— days warm ; nights cool and foggy, Sarad rice being threshed and 
stored with moderate outturn, Leaping still continues in some partwof the 
Kendrapara sub-nivicion Datea rice growing weil, Rubbee crops being 
gathered, Common rice selling at from 18 to 2% seers per rupee in” the town, 
and 25 to 30 seers per rupee in the Interior. Public health god. 

Weather—sensonable. Sarad rice ia stil) being reaped and harvested. Dalua rice 

promising. Sugareane is wcill being harvested. Misvelloncous cropsare doing 

weil, Common rice selling att 21 to 34 soors per rupee. Small-pox still 

Hiogers in Banpur Public nealth geod. 

Weather—seasonable, Mutters continue q ‘ite unchanged os regards crops and 
Ee Cholera seems tending to increase iu tue town; otherwise public 
wealth good, 





Wenther—clvar and cold respects of cold-weather crops on the whole fair 
Prices stationary, Small pox still prevalent in the Sudder station; otherwise 
general health good, 

Neathor—bright and clear, The clouds have passed off without rain. Prospects 
of rubbee in Valomow vod in thana Bolumath are gloomy, and if no rain 
fails within 15 duys, the erop will Le almost an entire trilure. Meices rising in 
theoe thanus including Balumath, Pubiio health good, 

Weather—sunuy and warm. There has been no rain at head-quarters daring the 

weok, but in the west of the district heavy rain fell on the 20th, ioproviug the 

prospects of the rabhee crops in that part, In ther parts of the district rubbee 
crops are suffering frow wantot rein Vrice of rice 24 seers per rupee 
in Chyebassa, Getural health good. 

Weather—seusonable. Kice crop has been harvested ; sverage outtarn from 7 ta 

12 annas, Sugarcane being pressed; promised outtura reported to bow 

good. Mustard, wheat, owt aud other rudbee crops aro reportea to be below tue 

average, Coarse rice selling at 20) seers per rupee in the Paral market. 

a generally good, though some cases of small-pox reported trom 
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Statement of Rainfall in Bengal for the week ending Friday (6 p.m.), the 
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‘Total. 
3s | 3 ‘Total rain- 
rf fall trom 
3 Ist to 25th 
=: au Jan. 1856, 
=> 
£5 | £f 
ge | 3 
- ¥ : or 
= | WH f ea 
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- Ni 
1 o20 
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1 wh 
a ols 
2 ow 
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=~ | Ni 
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' 005 | v'0a 
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Nil Nu 
Mi Mi 
Nil Nil 
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- Nil Nu f 
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= Niu 
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— Ni 
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bd vit 
7 vit 
= MM i 
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= ML 
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Rainfall in Bengal for the week ending Friday (6 pm.), the 25th Jan. 18 
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Joun Exsor, 
Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 


Meregorotocicat Orrice, Bencat, 
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The 30th January 1884. 


> 





‘ Tux returns from the first class Municipalities in Bengal for the week ending 12th 
J 1884, disclose the undermentioned results :— 
rats we birth rate stood at 234 per 1,000 of population, against the same rate in 
week ending 5th January, and ‘the death rate at 26 per 1,000, as opposed to 
vay iy ths ome exile viz. 26°3 per 1,000. 
That the following towns furnished the highest proportions of births and deaths :— 


Births Deaths. 
























ie Bas rer Ratio me per eS 
he Comillah *e be "73: 2 Darjilin 1. 456 * 
Arrah ste -. 359 Suburbe of Calcutta -- 999 . 
<s Santipore o- «. 845 Patna oe +. 805 748 
ne Bhagulpore .. +. 844 Poori ee -. 209 Bp 
ke Gya ab 28:7 i 
(3) That the mortality from the several death-causes was as follows, in comparison i: 
: with that in the preceding week :— an 
§ Ro:io per wills cnding= the wooks a 
{ith Tnouary 1864, bth January 188s. ~*~ a 
Cholera = 6s ib . 8 ‘ a 
Small-pox ier ‘ae ‘ ne ai 2 aad 
Fever oe ai Ss oe IL 126 ae 
Bowel-complain ie aa - «643 48 Be 
Injury ss me = we 2 2 a 
er causes a . « «85 79 “te 
The noticeable points indicated by the cone figures are that fever prevailed with diminished a 
peo and that the diseases returned under the head of * Other causes” exhibited enhanced ba ie. 
mortality. a 
(4) That while fever and injury were nowhere conspicuously active cholera, emall-pox, x 
sca -complaints, and “other causes,” proved most fatal to life in the Municipalities named “ey 
Wi * 
Cholera. Small-pox. Bowel-romplaints Other causes. oa 
is Ratio per Ratio per Ratio per Ratio por * 
Midnspore.. st Gya "Oy Darjiling 13-0 | Poori +6 B85 -t 
. Hee +. 25 | Bhagulpore 2:7 |Narayngungel2-4 | Arrah . 143 ies. 
ree Monghyr 81 | Suburbs of Caloutta .. 141 e 
4% Patna we « WNT a 
Comillah .. « IJ16 Brie 
' Gya Es wo, 16 4 
Dacca 91 ca 
t (5) That the death-rates in relation to Sex, Class and Aye were as indicated bilities _ Sg 
rt According to Sex. According to Class, Argording to ige, ag 
* rf Ratio Ratio ner | Ratio por x PY 
mille. anitly, mille, 
week am Males .. 272] Christians ae 174 Under | year . EB : 
ace Females +» 247 | Hindus o. 250 landun er 5 years . « 281 i. 
Ratio of male Mahomedans .. 286 fandunder10 , .. 1 
deathe toovery Budhists .. ©6484 10 and under 15 ,, .. 17 AS 
100 female land under2u ,, .. lie fey: 
deaths oe 125 20 and under 380 4, .. 158 By 
. 80 and under40 4, .. 185 {3 
40 and under50 ,, 2.) 186 ‘es 
{ 50 and under 60 82-4 ‘a 
} . 60 years and upwards .. - 685 


R Lippvervatr, o v.. 
Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal 
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| | Prevailing direction. 
5 
| 
ls a 
Incure med 
ee | goose | 069 | 776 | 21:3) 663) CoG O-4G1 | 660 | 72) NNW and calm 20 | Nil | Partially etondy,- s 
=a. J 
447 | 658 | 08 AW N, wsw] ai], Mering ~~ 
clear, © 
63°2 | 63. | SSWand SW yw [Ota 
678 | 78 | SWandcalm 46} ww | Cheat ey Qe 
590 79 WNW and calm... 81 » | Obiefly elesr, 
=, Be " 
648 | 06) WhyNandcalm..! 27) 4 | Clear, =, ad x 
| hd | GO | WNW and calm... 82 » | (lem, sey Glue 4 
, Inches, 
Rae The mean pressure of the seven days v  80°087 
a #7 bve average pressure of the corresponding period ‘for 24 years, S G.’s Office «=» —80°008 " 
: Honra, 
‘Phe total number of hours of bright suushine of the seven days as ww  69°3 
Bi e 
an The mean temperature of the seven days «= 65D ere’ 
- | Whe average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8. G.’s Office = 6B aeeation! 4 
vex The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days ‘ we (248 * \ 
> ag The maximum temperature during the seven days soe oo we 200 eh 
Maes . Miles, is 
_ “ Phe highest velocity of the wind in one hour during the seven days = ve 7 “Baa? 
hd Ts. i] j 
The highest pressure of the wind on one square foot during the seven days «Not measureable, 
7) ¢ 
le 
The mean relative humidity during the seven days 7 


Phe average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, S G's Office .. “ 70 














Inches, — 
The total fall of rain from 20th to 26th January 1884 sss say Nil 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8S G bs Office. Ps 0-08 
The total fall from Ist to 26th January 1884... on 0u2 
The average fail of the correspouding period for 24 years, S. G.’s 5 Office .. 0:22 


te The meau pressure, temperature, &c., nre deduced from the traces of the Barograph. and Th 
‘and from observations made at 6h, 10h, 16h, and 22h. 

‘The maxinium and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering th 
thermometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and 
Kew Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are su 
above the ground. 

*. The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. a 
i - The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables 11, IV, and V of the officiat tables c 
> Meteorodlogioal Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of "August's formula. 
‘eae The direction ot the movemeut of the wind are taken from the trace of @ Beckley’s auer 
: Tbe mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground, 
© overcast, = fog; om dew. 


“Bh 
12 
‘9 ee 


Mereonotoorcat Orrior, Inpia, 
The 28th January 1884. 


NAY OU AEG, 


Th 41 Observations taken at the Meteorological Office, 
Chowringhes, trom 20th to 26th January 1884 


Maximum. 
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- The mean temperature of the seven days wis ve vee (OBL Pa 
he extreme variation of temperature during the seven days .., oe 2Hk 4 a 

The maximum temperature during the seveu days ove ove 80'8 ~ . 

The mean relative humidity during the seven days 0 ies log ‘., 

The total fall of ram from 20th to 26:h January 1884 ove, Nil — 

The mean temperature and humidity are obtained by appiying to the mean of the 10h, 16h, and Un 


minimum readings a correction dependent on the range, and derived from the hourly obser vavions 
at the Surveyor-Geueral’s Uliice, Chowringhee, in past years, 


Mernowerocican Orrice, Inia, Joun Extor, 5 
The 28th January 1884. For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. 
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Statement caaciay Teorey and i 
month of December 1883, as compared w with the corresponding as Sais yl Dec 


xv. f FEN ar rnin 


it Lh 2. Sugar or jareree 
mn 
142, silk as base ane 
‘Vil, salt . 
ViIL Sundries “ 
vit 1. Revenue stores. 
242. Seeds of all sorts 


































" Dacuxass. Tome. 2 ED 
- igs Con! sd aaa ne ; —e ne «= 20 aaa 
= ‘nis decrease is due to a large uantit; importa: months, Ss 
. Edible grain. Y : : Sree wa ton ~ oe ” 642 “se 
This decrease is cue to the fuilure of paddy crops ‘for want of rain, or 
Silk and sik cloth a oa oe “ 21 VJ 
Thi decrease is due to most of the silk being booked us parcels, wy 
“ Sundries ade ove om ase owe ove 75 oe 
This has probably takou this year river route, pt «| 
. : 3 at 
«© Calcutta. the 29th January 1834. RG. Mooxerses, Manager. ~ 
= ——=—_ ——— : fd ir 
“if . fy fee 
, Calcutta and South-Eastern State Railway. pies 
ae Bes 
a Statement showing Increases and Decreases in lonnige of Staples carried over (he line during the month h 
; as of December 1583, as compared with the corresponding period of December 1882. r 
“ed 
c * 
7 
o . ‘> 
Reiss 


Firewood ary oe oe ‘soe 
"This increase is due to greater import. iat Bansral and better working of | wagons, 


oe ow oe oo ” 


Hoy 
This incrense is duc to favourable market. 








Straw oe . eee rr 
” “This incrense is due to greater demand at selling ‘stations. 
rua Decrease, 
har The asians’ is due to tlie mills at Canning not an fully. Z- 
Va Building materiale ons we = sgh 
” Phe decrease is doe to works for the oxtension coming to » close. 
‘ Railway moter'als on oa 
. aN a 
‘ooloo os oe aie a 


‘The decroure is due to low rate in the market, 
Calcutta, the 2914 January 1884. 






2 " E aN J 
Weekly Return/of Traffic Receints'on Indian Railways. 
- a ee ae 
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Beturn of Traffic for week ended 19th January 1884 on 1,509} miles often, 


ee 
Couching, Merohan- | Total, 




































wD MineRaL 


Othor earnings 
(estimated) Total earnings, 


Coscuine Trarric. 


Nurnber of Coaching 
passengers. reoripts. 












Re a. P, Ra, a? Re. a. B. 


Ra, a. ¥ | 
7,50,505 6 8 19,707 18 | 10,36,27019 4 68,746) ' 
#1 0 0) BON wee tt) eaten 


2,865,976 10 0 
9 7 2 








20,95,253 0 


400,171 14 6 48,72,009 30} 1510272 15 6 52,640 14 0) 18,80,08 21 6! 115.447 | 225,058) 


520,634 | 7.82148 8 0 75,05,182 $0 | 20,410,868 5 | 62,348 11 8 28,75,305 8 ri 179, 1098 | 
























00,079 |}. 114,200 


20,0034 | 2,651,159 G 0} 81,246,450 0| 620,797 5 5 | 19,245 0 8) 807,191 11 11 
vets Wo 0 conn 4515 2 12.12 6 a) Sud 
bal.sos | 6.34001 8 6) 77,27,80480 | 18,41,421 1 9 — SULATL & B 25,N0,203 9 8 193,657 | 999,740 593,207 

$$$ 
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Tis Sess aay 
Approximate Statement of gross receivts of the Bast Indian Railway, prepared in accordance with Public Works Department 
‘ Circular No. XX, Railway, dated Srd July 1883. 







































4 Se 
Racers TOR NRE RSTO | Rec Tae gone | avai lose so vu davuany “ATCA | | 

: be Total increase | Total decrease” 
Mean Por | Mean Per | Mean | | Per | Meen | | Per ae ae “ 

Receipts. mile mil-age) Receipts, mile mileage; Total receipts, mile mileage, Total receipts, | mile | 
es ea] worked. worked, worked, worked | {worked. 1 ee 
7 — 
Be, Rs, Ra, Rs, R. ) ORe | Rs, Re. 

1,900) | 897,182 | Meio | $,00,88,725 | 23,014 1,500) | su84n,071 | me 42,11,.26 “ 





EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY COMPANY. 
. Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended \yth January 1884 on 228} miles open. 






















—————_ — = Se, 

- ConcHING TRAFFIC. MEROM AEE ARH MORKESY | Toran TRarIN-Miins ge. S| 

e | Othecearalnes | Total = 34 
. Number of Conchi lcatimated). carnings. ke a 
passongers. | Foeiptae | Weight carne Receipts, | Coaching. Merete Towk ) 
Rs. A. P. Mds. 8, Rs, a, P, Re ah Ha, ay | | a 

aim S271 0 0 1,783,114 0 | 29,517 0 0 271 0 0!) O08 9 0 % 
Bt as 1k 3 708 18 19 61 180 weal ot Sout 15a) 4 
438 0 0 | 4,19,388 0 0 "| 









119,860 06,078 0 0 15,810} 10,0124 | “25,923: 6 


| ne — | ae 


iw) 0 0 1,765,993 0 o|__ sheit 17,207 | 61,008g 


——_ — + ——; 














46,178 83,716 0 0 2,90,852 0 0,50 0 0 150 o| 93,237 9 s| 6,455, TAME | LSeTER 

















200 924 1,887 30 308 810 ow 6 465 7 ud aes ae 
185,778 15,04 0 0 8,05,.705 0 | 1,058,407 0 0 WS 0 0 | 3.8.179 0 0 15,0504 S28, M40k | 42,000g 
. Includes Rs. 206 on account of revenue stores. SF a 
rt EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY COMPANY. Miles open. Total. 
Tt Vieaniel Ballons Appreciate Retern of Traffic for week ended \0th January 1884. {Damban'™ ait _ 
a ee —— ———— 
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Statement of gross receipts of the Patna and Gya ya State Railwa 
28rd July 1883. 





9156 8 ba 


». prepared in accordance with Public Works . 
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TOTAL RRCKINTS TROM Ler TOTAD RECEIPTS PROM IwT 7, 
nae eine RECEIPTS POR WERK ENDING 7 ' “a 
earn das aycanyt WrHt JANUARY 1858. Ary 1 ee ar es To ee * 
Total increase | Total decrease 
{ Oe in 1884, 
+ mil Reealpts. Zee | ean, Receipt | rer |, Mean Total recipts, | ate ts not ps | ie 
i} le om LS mile reeript wt at | receipts, rh i" 
rl worked proceed | e jrovked worked, ked.|worked,, | ™ 
1 
Ra. Bs, Rs. Ks, an | 
8,700 ise ott 4,07,802 71M | 67 9.02,533 ios 


















DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED, 













Re ak - 
Earnings for first 12 days of January ses ee oe 26 7,000 0 OF fo 
« Corresponding pees last year we 6,262 12 9 - 
lucrease oe oe aoe on one eos 737 3 3 * 
. Miles. 
Miles open first 12 days of Jnnuary 18h as “i he Se 60 tt 
Corresponding period last al a = a ow ass here een 
Jal Increase obs ee «as aor me vite iss ML J 
Rs, a ae 
Earnings per mile open first 12 days of January ieee <a eos ase 10 0 
Corresponding eats last year ae eae 2 aaa oe 12. £ 15 
Increase or ae os wee vee ae uni 
—__—_—_—_—- ———— 
a DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. < 
Ps? Rs, a PB 
a) = Earnings for week ending 10th January int ie ees 6,528.0 0 
S4)- Corresponding —_ last year ... ies ee ave - 6.498 18 3 
- * Increase eo aie He wo ii oe = 10895 30 
. ¥ Receipts from Ist Sianaey to lthoinstant oe a ee ais 
3 Dpto ditto to = oi 18s3 ll. i oy or] 
“4 * ie, wd + ov ate eae one 


* 





* Miles open week onding 19th January 1884 oe tis or) aes 


Corresponding week last year «0 sy hee a a0 ae 
*. Tucrease oe ae tee eee ave Pt ove 


© Corres; week last year wee a ose re 


oe on oo - “ oo oo 





Earnings per mile open week ending 19th January 1884 «an ass aeons 
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No. 6 of 1884, 





: SUPPLEMENT TO ? 


- The Calcutta Gazette. 
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i> Page. Page. a v4 De 
rae ot Bei Connell of the Lieutenant-Governor Rrxcnta of the Moteorological Observations taken nt a 
PUrpoee o making taws and ee the pliers. bpeabieh from 27th January to and or 
ebruary 1 210 7 
Results of the Thermometrical Observati tai " a tat 
Rainfall, Wontlier, anid Stata and Prospects of the Crops. 10 | “the. Meteorological, Office, Cho: rations re 2th aa 
4 it of Pood- fy ogee Firewood, and Salt in January to Zod Pebruary 1884, Ee at a 
Pree Tintricis of Bongal for the fortnight eccdtag ‘Sist Statements showing the total amount of 1% 
i 1886 ; 196 | "Tolls on the Circular and Bastorn Canals and 8 Riuddon er 
4 » * Prices-current of “Pood: eraint, vers for the month of October 1883 21g . eS 
Balt in the tfermentioned Mitra Bena 3 Abstract OF the rincipal commodities carried over ft Lai” 
" fecht onding Bist prcaey 1806 200 Veneal Hail Railway during the month of xouaaber . 
7 Re of te wines of Bengal for es i cx copapnres with the sume month of ead previous i . - 
— ending February ae of *» 
- of Rainfall tn Hengal for the week endlug Statement « chawing, Increases and Decreases in mindnge pee 
tion the let FPobruary 1884 2 principal staples carried over tho Ting duripg & oe 
‘ing the results of tho Registration of ee of Dacober (oan, a3 compared with the corres. 
E Deaths in the first clasy municipalities in wong period of 188: 1 «= 880 » = or 
San ng the wouk onding 10th January 1886 ws «= 908 ikiy Return of Teale Receipts on Indian Railways, 7) 
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=F Saturday, 20th January 1884, : 
Present : * ae 
The Hon. G. C. Pau, c.1.8., Advocate-General, Presiding. a 
“The Hon. H. L. Dampier, C.1.E. —— 
he Hon, H. J. Kuynotps, ; 
RAC on, C. P, L. Macautay. “ ” 
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J. E. Carruygss. ie 
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He also applied to the President to suspend the rules for the 


business to enable him to move that the Bill be passed. Pe siks bes 
The President having declared the rules suspended, on the motion of the 


Hox, Mr. Macavnay the Bill was passed. 


BENGAL MUNICIPALITIES. ¥ 
The Hoy. Mr. Reynoips moved that the clauses of the Bill to amend and 
. consolidate the law relating to Municipalities be considered for settlementin » — 
eS the form recommended by the Select Committee, 3 


Rey The motion was put and agreed to. 
"pd The Hox, Me. Damprer said:—The Council will have seen from the, 
rs 





dissent which I have appended to the report of the Select Committeo that Iwas 
a not able to agree with their recommendations on certain points. Now I con- * 
— sider the question so serious a one, that I wish to avoid anything that may 

— import acerbity in the discussion that is about to take place, and, therefore, 

Tan I ask leave to explain why I put the second of the two questions of which I . 
ye have given notice, 1 must admit that it has on the face of it the appearance of | * 
i maliciousness. It looks as if I wish to put the Hon. Member in charge of the 

At Bill into a difficulty. 

4 The Hon. Mr. Macauray said :~I am sorry, Sir, to have to rise to a point of ‘ 
£ order, but I must ask if the Hon. gentleman is speaking to any motion. I 
>» ~~ * — believe that formal interpellations are an entire innovation in the procedure of 

‘oa this Council, and it is obvious that, if unchallenged, they may form an incon- 

oa * venient precedent. I have no desire to oppose the action of the Ilon, gentleman, 3 
oe P so far as the substance of his question is concerned; but I wish to know if he 

rents is in order in addressing the Council without reference to uny specific motion. 
va The Hoy. the Apvocare-Grnrrat, Prestprne, said:—I am of opinion that 

5 » Mr. Dampier is at liberty to proceed. He wishes to make an explanation 

to the Council. Tere is a report of the Select Committee to be taken into con- a 

sideration, and the Hon. Mr. Dampier has dissented from it in certain 

Y seeps and he wishes, before proposing certain amendments of which © 

e has given notice, to obtain certain information pertinent to the subject. ~ r 
ae 8 The Hoy. Mr. Macavnay said :—I should be sorry to dispute the ruling of \ 

i - the Chair, but I must ask that a reference be made to the Secretary whales a» \ 
there is any precedent for an interpellation such as the Hon. gentleman has put. 2 

og upon the notice paper. As I havo said, I have no desire to prevent the Hon. - * 

“- gentleman from receiving an answer to his questions. He can put them in the 

% * course of his specch later on, and they can be answered by some one speaking v 
4 on the same motion. I wish it to be understood that if raise the question — + 

? only to prevent the occurrence of an inconvenient precedent, saute es, 

Bs. The Hon, the Apvocare-Genenat, Presipinc.—In a case like this I am 

ag very much in the hands of the Council, and I must ask them’to decide, Ifthe — 













; Hon. Member wishes for a ruling, I will put it to the Council and take a vote as 
4 to whether the Council wish the questions to be put. rete) 
The Hon. Mr. M..cautay.—I am quite willing that the question be referred 










ae ~ - to the Council, because, if we agree, a precedent will only be established for. 
a interpellation by consent of the Council. I, for one, will vote, under. the 
a cumstances, for poss the Hon. gentleman to proceed. Pee 
& Be The Hon. the Apvocatr-Grnera, Perstpixnc.—That will be the be 
= The Council can allow Mr. Dampier to proceed ‘“ by consent.” “ 
mi The motion was then put and leave was given. ‘ 
*N ~The Hoy. Mr. Dampizr resumed:—I shall be obliged to 1 


: nothing is further from my wish than to import’ -appe 
acerbity in these discussions. The second question of 
iven notice has, on the fuce of it, the appearance of malicio 
T aeaire to repudiate any such intention and to explain ee 
~ to agk these questions. |My honest object today 1s aaaoe 
.? Members, who have not already irretrievably made up” 
things which are essential to the formation of a opt 
: anything which can be stigmatized as an ad caplandum 
wha are not familiar with these questions; 9 
. device of tuking advantage of the technieal 
object'to lay before then 






























ate, and on which they may pa found their conclusions. In 
c ouring to frame my arguinents, | found I absolutely could not do so 
‘Frimar ut having before them, and before myself, a definite idea of the answers 
Secon Yo the two questions which I am about to put; and I adopted the unusual 
: course of giving notice of those questions, because I thought they were of 
sufficient importance to deserve consideration, and 1 wish to avoid taking 
advantage of any temporary difficulty which might be caused by springing a 
mine under the Hon. Move. The Hox. Mn. Dampier then put his first 
question, which was as follows :— 
™ “ Whether the material elteration which the Select Committee have mado in the Bill 
Ye Schedules (of which the effect is to transfer from the Local Government to this 
cil the function of deciding in respect of each individual Municipality, whether the 
siroumstance of such Municipality are such that it can properly be admitted at once to the 
exercise “of full electoral system,” or whether its elective rights should be restricted) 
has been made at the instance of the Local Government; and if 80, whether, with the 
permission of the President, the Hon. Mover of tho Bill will cause to be laid before the 
* Council any communication lo that effect which may have been received from the Local 
* Government.” 







The Hon. Mr. Rrynoxps said:—I must say I was somewhat surprised 
at the wording of the question of which the Hon. Member has given notice. 
The wording of the question seemed to imply that the Select Committee, 
by introducing Schedules in which certain Municipalities were entered, had 
sprung a kind of mine on this Council and the Government. But, as the 

on. Member has explained, the question is not asked for his own infor- 
mation, but in order to influence the opinion of other Hon, Members. He 
was a Member of the Select Committee, and he must recollect the discussions 
which took place some ten or eleven months ago, and the manner in which the 
matter was then settled. The provision for introducing certain Municipalities 
into the Schedules was imported into the Bill as it was settled by the Com- 
mittee in March last, and published for general information, and it has since 
been under the criticism of the Public. With regard to the specific point to 
which the Hon Member directs his question, I can only say that the scheme 
of specifying certain Municipalities in the Schedules which has been introduced 
into the Bill, was laid down with the approval and concurrence of the Govern- 
ment.in a perfectly regular and constitutional manner; and lL hope the Hon. 
Member will take that as a sufficient and complete answer to that part of his 
ion. Then with regard to the second part of the question, I have 
before me a paper which would satisfy the Hon. Member that the Head 
of the+Government has entirely approved of that principle. But I do not 
understand that it is in my province, even with the permission of the President, 
* ~ to lay a paper of that kind before the Council. 


+ beat The Hon. Mr. Damrter asked :—Is the Council to understand that in 
ti jecting the Schedules attached to the Bill it is going against the scheme of 
the Government? 


ey . ‘ 
~The Hon, tae Apvocare-Generar, Presipise said:—I think the question 
_ just put by the Hon, Member is a most pertinent one, inasmuch as the Council 
( upon to pass Schedules in regard to which it has no information. 
Ate 


_ The Hon. Mr. Macautay said :—-I think, Sir, that I cangive some informa- 
i je Council on the question before it. The answer is a perfectly 
ne. The Select Committee of which the Hon, gentleman is a 
, ata meeting at which he was present, deliberately and of its own 
n adopted the system of Schedules. The system as a matter of fact has 
ence of the President of the Council who is also the Head of the 
ment. I would remind the Hon. gentleman that at a recent 
tt which the rough draft of the Select Committee’s report was 
His Honor the President, the Hon. gentleman himself, the 

‘the Bill, and myself, His Honor expressly stated to the 
that he approved of the arrangement regarding “the 
the: ay wish that the 


were revised so as to ndmit a 
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salities to full electoral privileges. But, the measure 
ent one. His Honor, if he were here, wonld vote 
r of this Council: but every other Member wéald 
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The How. Mr. Damper said :—I accept the answer. The drrangementof 
the Schedules is in accordance with the view of the President, before hearing — 2 
any discussion of the question in this Council, but it is not the result of a 
demand by the Government of Bengal under the safeguard of its official = _ 
responsibility as such. ser 

Then, my second question is this— ‘ 

“ Whether the Hon. Mover of the Till will name, for the information of the Council, the 
Members of the Select Committee who constitute the majority whoso vicws are 
by the details of the Schedules as now presented to the Council with the report of the Select 
Committee.” 

The Tox. Mr. Reyrnotps said :—This question is ore on which the 
Hon. Member possesses just the same information ss myself : taerefere, I rather 
wonder what made him put the question. 


The Hon. Mr. Damrter said :—I wished in the draft of the Committee's 
report to bring it prominently forward that these opinions were the opinions - 
of the majority of the Select Committee. My Hon. friend said it was not’ 
usual to do so, and he would rather let it be assumed that the report was the 
report of the majority of the Committee only. TI therefore put the present, 
question for the purpose of pointedly drawing the attention of Hon. Members 
of Council to the constitution of that so-callea majority. 


The Tloy. Mr. Reyyotps said:—The principle of naming certain 
Municipalities in the Schedule was accepted by a large majority of the Select 
Committee. But there was some difference of opinion 9s to the precise number 
of Municipalities to be placed in the Schedules, and the decision of the question 
was in the hands of the Council. It seemed the most convenicnt arrangement 
to those Members of the Select Committee who were in favour of introducing 
Municipalities into the Schedules, that the Schedules should contain the largest 
number of Municipalities which any Member of that portion of the Select 
Committee thought it desirable to include in them; and it would rest with 
any Member of the Council to movethe omission of any of those Municipal- —— 
ities from the Schedules. ‘That was the reason why the Schedules contained 
the names of some Municipalities which, in the opinion of some Members of 
the Select Committee, ought not to have been included, as would be seen from 
the notices of amendments before the Council. Some 
The Council then proceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 
which notice had been given. - . < 
Section 8 provided for the extension of the Act by the Local Government 
to places which were not now under Municipal Government. J 


The Hoy. Mr. Damprer moved that the last clause of Section 8 be omitted. — ys 
The clause stood thus :— Pie 

“Every notification declaring a town or village to be a Municipality shall sp : 
whother the name of suck Municipality shall, or shall not, be inserted in the first or second 
Schedule of this Act, and shall further specify, subject -to the provisions of Section 13, the wes 
number of the Commissioners of such Municipality.’ 

He said :—The amendment which stands in my name is to omit th 
















clause of Section 8, but that~amendment is really auxiliary to th 
uent amendment, that a certain section be added after Section 
Section 13A. That section which it is so proposed to introduce 
the amendment— , 
Section 13A.—“ The Local Government may at any time direct that tho 
number of the Commissioners of any Municipality shall be elected,” , 
The following words to be added to the section above proposed:— : 
“and may from time to time vary or cancel such order.” __ 
And that corresponding alterations be made in the subsequent 
the first and second Schedules omitted. 
lt reget son, een oe this ata aa 
omit ast clause o tio ether, 
questitnphich 1 beve se jerteieen the Council 
‘I may be allowed to t what I have said 
Self-Government Bill, that ‘entirely recognise th 
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a i considerable advance in the development of Local Self. Oy 

t oe ! ee country. No doubt a laudable epee interest in ee ete 

has been extited, and thero is a desire for itto which the Government should 

ae d ; and it is not only a matter of expediency, but it is also a high object 

for the Government to enlist the sympathies of the intelligent and educated 

classes who are now ready to offer their help in the manageshent of their 
domestic affairs. 

Then I also recognise that it is a great object to work up to the system of 

thése local powers being exercised by the representatives of the communities 

» _ who are affected. 

: It will be observed that the existing Act of 1876 recognises both these 
objects, and in some respects it even goes beyond the present Bill, for it 
provides that the Lieutenant-Governor may allow Municipalities to elect the 
whols or any number of Commissioners for the management of their affairs ; 
whereas the Lill restricts this diseretion in two directions. Iam not prepared 
to say that it does not do so properly, but as a fuct it does so restrict it. It will 
not allow the election of more thun two-thirds of the Commissioners ; and if the 
Lieutenant-Governor, or the Council, or whatever authority may take upon 
itself to decide the question, shall be cf opinion that, urder the circum- 

stances of any particular Municipality, it cannot properly elect so large a 

number as two-thirds, this Bill decrees that no elective rights at all shall be 

given. ‘Ihe Municipality may not rerurn one representative or two representa- 
tives only. 

But while I quite recognise these principles, I equally feel that it is the 
duty of the Government to tuke care that the steps which it takes towards the 
end shall be steady, cautious steps, and planted upon firm ground. It seems 
to me that two objects are essential to a sound system of Municipal Govern- 
ment,—first, to create a body which shall be competent efficiently to administer 
the affairs with which it is entrusted, and shiek shall be capable of being 
entrusted with a very large freedom of direction in such adwinistration ; and 
secondly, to-create a body which shall be a genuine represeutative body of the 
community with whose affairs it has to deal. If I have any hesitation in 

ing as far as the Hon. Member in charge of the Bill and his supporters 
towards the end which we desire, it is not caused by any doubt as to the excel- 
lence of that end, but it is caused by apprehensions that these essentials may 
be overlooked ; that in the anxiety—a laudable anxiety—to meet the wishes of 
the more intelligent and more educated classes, the muterial welfare of the more 

-mumerous but practically dumb individuals who constitute the majority of 

these communities, mry receive less than that degree of attention which is 

its due; and I am afraid that, in the anxiety to adopt a form of local repre- 
' ion, we may miss the substance and create bodies, in some instances, I 

, Which cannot in any reasonable sense be called representatives of the 

ities with whose affairs they will be entrusted. 

In the existing Act of 1876, Hon. Members will observe that section 

i restrictions on the discretion of the Executive Government 

» the election of the Commissioners. It provided that the Lieutenant- 

should not ee the franchise to any town unless a petition had 
ented, signed by at least two-thirds of the rate-payers, expressing 

e for it. The reason for this restriction was, that in those days 

onsiderable apprehension entertained that the local officers might 

away with the idea to press representative institutions on 
es which did not really desire or care about them, and indeed 
er have been without them. The apprehension was that this 
about at the instigation of those classes from whom it might be 

posed that the Municipal representatives would be chosen. 
that the intelligent public opinion of the non-official native 
lly speaking, as distinct fromthe opinion of each unit of 

t, was quite with the Government as to the necessity of 



























: restriction been given up? In Englund it exists. 
is the first s Be Prind facie it is a natural 
therefore I dbe glad if the Hon. Membée 
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had explai fully than I remember him to have done, ree. | 
for dispensing with this condition. As he has not done so, I rac 
state my own reasons for abolishitig it. I find that the condition has been an | 
obstruction. ‘lhe effect has been, as I understand it, to tie the hands ofthe 
Government from giving the franchise to communities to which the Lieutenant- — 
Governor Would otherwise have wished to extend it. I do not wish to retain the 
restriction, because in the first place I have no faith whatever in these numer- 
ously signed petitions, under tho circumstances of the country, as being the 
ennine expressions of the feeling of the signatories ; and in the second P C0, 
entirely accept that, in this matter, Government should go hand in hand with 
what I may call the general intelligent public opinion, even to the extent 
of being in adyance of the general feeling of the particular community or 
Municipality with which it is dealing, and this for the purpose of gradually 
exciting interest and raising a desire for, and appreciation of, these privileges 
which will be conferred. I think that one excellent result of the discussions 
which have taken place within the last few years upon extended self-govern- 
ment is that these discussions have taken the place of the school-master 
as to primary education, I may say, on this particular question. 
Such being my views, my objections to the Bill on certain points are that 
it does not provide what seems to me to be the safest and most eff-ctive means ° 
of attaining the object which we are unanimous in desiring to bring about. 
It is an casy thing to say that among the numerous Municipalities, above a 
hundred, some are qualified to exercise what the Hon. Member has termed 
‘full electoral rights,” and that, cn the other hand, soe of them not being 80 
qualified, it is necessary in their cases to impose restrictions for the present 
uponsuch exercise. But between these two there surely lies a debateable ground 
as regards any particular restrictions, The question whether any particular 
Municipality should be admitted to full electoral privileges, or whether an 
articular restrictions should be imposed, appears to me to be one whic! 
aevends on a most intimate acquaintance of existing local circumstancés 
in each case, and therefore it is impossible to expect that this Couneil 
should discharge that responsibility properly. Thore is, however, an agency 
* at their command; there is an authority at hand within whose proper “fune-~ 
tions it falls (o make such discrimination. That agency is the Government 
of Bengal. his then is the object of my amendment, to leave the funetion 
ef making such discrimination to the Government of Bengal rather than) 
attempt to perform the function in this Council, ‘This end will be attained 
by the removal of the Schedules from the Bill. ~ 
Now, the first argument by which I will support my proposal is*the ~ 
difficulty of performing the task of discrimination properly, 1t is not likely 
that every thon. Member should have satisfied himself as to whether every 
particular Municipality has been rightly placed in either Schedule or xi r 
omitted from them. I assume that that has not been done by every Hon. 
Member. I say that the extreme difficulty of coming to an opinion’on these | — 
articular questions is shown by the mere fact that those Hon. Members who ~ 
aoe gone more closely into them—the Members of the Select Comimittee— 
have found it impossible to find any sort of modus vivendi upon the tion: 
and it is not only among the Members of the Council, but there are 
of opinion between the Members of the Council and the local o i 
are also competent to form an opinion on this subject. Hon, 
will observe that the Select Committee consisted of five 3 
these five Members, three have recorded their disapproval: of the Se 
as now framed; the Hon. Member opposite (Mr. Macaulay) hi 
dissent, saying that he is not satisfied with the details of 
myself recorded a dissent which has the same effect. The Hon 
Yusuf has, by the amendments which he has put on the paper, | 
he is not satisfied with the details of the Schedules as they: si 
two only out of the five Members of the Select Committee remain 
the majority whose views are embodied in the Schedules as | 
the Council with the ‘report. And the n. Member 
Boykantonath De), the last appointed Member of the Cou 
an amendment which shows that be is not satisfied | 
they stand, “au ree. wai 
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“Y Select. Committee in their report have written:—We have con- 
‘sidered the opinions, but we have not in every case been guided by the 
~ recommendations of district and divisional officers.” By what, then, have 
they been guided in cases where they have departed from those .re- | 
~ commendations ? | 
Tdesire to ask every Hon. Member of Council who has not examined ; 
the question for himself, upon what grounds he is going to give a vote which 
shall have the effect of expressing lis conviction that a departure from the 
views of local officers in each such case is a wise and proper measure ? 
I apprehend it would be a fair answer to that question if any Hon, 
& Member were to say that le accepted the principle that a petition expressing 
the genuine wish of a community concerned shall override the opinions of 
the local officers. But, as I understand it, Ton. Members who support the 
Schedules as they stand are not in a position to say that in every case in 
which they have passed over the recommendations of the local officers, it has 
been done at the request of the inhabitants. On the contrary, there is one 
case (a pee from some inhabitants of Uterparah) now before this Council 
in which the petitioners protest against this Council going against the recom- 
mendations of the local officers, 
fw Then, 1 think it would bea fair answer if any Hon. Member were to say— 
“T rely upon the general concurrence of the majority of the Members of ‘the . 
Select Committee who have looked into this question, and 1 am willing to a 
accept that as the ground of my vote ;” butin the present case there is no E 
such concurrence to rely upon. 
Again, I can understand any Hon. Member saying—I accept the 
formal expressed opinion of the Government of Bengal under the guarantee 
© of its official responsibility, and as being the focus and centralization of 
the opinion of experts on the subject; and therefore, I give my vote 
in accordance with that opinion.” But the Hon. Member who answered my 7 
question just now has told us that there has been no such formal expression 
* of the opinion of the Government of Bengal as such, and acting under its 
official responsibilitics, and on a knowledge of the circumstances of each case ; 
and therefore that answer, I thivk, should not satisfy any Ion. Member who 
has not looked at the particular circumstances of each case. 
I may indeed go further. The Council have before them a petition from 
Uterparah, in which they are told that the Goyernment of Bengal has had before 
it the question of extending the franchise tu Uterparah, and the petitioners beg 
that this Council should not: decide against that deliberate opimon come to by 
Government not to allow the franchise. They beg the Council not to decide . 
-against that deliberate decision of Government without calling for und consider- 
~~ ing the records on the subject, which are to be found in the Medical and Muni- 
ter peivegs 1 Departments of the Government of Bengal. Is this Council prepared to 
sits 5 Gall for all the discussions which passed on that question? If not, upon what 
grounds are they going to upset the deliberate opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor. 
he Seities the franchise cannot properly be extended to Uterparah ? 
~--\ I cite that one case as a typical example, but I believe, if it were possible 
~~ the Council to get a wong expression of opinion from each municipal 
Salmantoiry as a body, that there would be numerous cases in which pros und : 
eons of that sort would have to be considered. Do Hon. Members of this “2 
cil feel themselves competent to decide upon these questions without 
ition before them? I wish it to be distinctly understood that I am not 
‘ing that. any one view is better than another as to this distribution of indi- 
Municipalities into the different classes. I am arguing that there is no P 
for the Council to decide this question, that this question cannot be 4 
any od which can be put forward by this Council to the Public | 
ession of their united opinion. No such opinion can be arrived at “4 
nal scrutiny by each Member of it, and I say that such scrutin fe 
the functions of Hon. Members of this Council, and that it is 7 
question which this Couneil ought to decide. The Lioutenant- 
prop oe 1 do not think that 4 peut become this 
ate any particular pravision of the Bill, as it stands 
objected to by many he are competent to form an 
ct, simply because no amendment can be formulated to 


eg 









ae 































which a vote of a majority can be got. I do not think it would be right to 
allow such a vain ag hry for no other reason than that it has got ae 
Bill somehow, and that technicalities prevent its being got out of it again, ie 
It seems to me that what it is proposed that this Council should do, is to 
take up the position of the Captain of a ship who, up to a certain distance, has 
before him a clear and easy course, in which he has only to follow the un 
indication of the compass. That is the course which leads to the sound develop 
ment of municipal freedom in self-government. Unfortunately, just before he 
ts into port, his ship has to pass through shoals and shifting sands. There 
is the Pilot—the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengul—who passes his time in exam- 
ining the locality, and whose duty it is to keep himself informed, from day to 
day, of the changes and variations amongst these sands and shoals, and yet 
the Captain (this Council) refuses to avail himself of the Pilot’s services, and 


_ why? Is it because the Captain is competent to take the ship up himself? Oh 


no, he is met by re xities at every turn: itis only because the Oaptain is 
afraid that the Pilot will not get the ship up to its destination as soon as the 
Captain would like. I can understand an argument of this kind being tolerat- 
ed’ from a Captain of one of the old opium clippers, the very object of whose 
existence Was that they should arrive a few hours before others with news of 
the opium market; but is there any such reason to risk the ship of good 
government in this way ? 


My next argument must be taken from analogy, and I must begin with a 
postulate. Under the existing Act, the urban units which are brought within 
the operation of the Act are, certainly, called Municipalities. Under the Bill 
as it stands, the units brought under its opeano are also termed Munici- 
palities. But there are Municipalities and Municipalities. It will not be. 
seriously contended that the Municipalities which are now to be created by 
the Bill, except in the three exceptional cases to which the franchise has 
already been extended, are similar to the Municipalities under the existing 
Act, except in designation only. This bill will have the effect of a firet 
admission to a @harter of Corporation in all cases, except the three which 
have already been admitted to elective rights. I do not know where the. Al 
Hon. Member has found his precedent for legislation, placing the function — | 
of such: admission in the hands of the Legislature. If he has found that prin- 
ciple in any of the numerous Bills on the subject of Local Self-Government 
which have lately been before the Public, then, no doubt, he will*tell us 
of it. But of one thing I aim sure, that he has not taken the precedent of 
leaving the granting of such Charters to the Legislature, instead of the 
Exeeutive Government, from our own country. Clause 210 of the’ 
Municipal Corporations Act, not any Statute of fifty years ago, but of 1882, | 
runs thus :—‘‘ If on the petition to the Queen of the inhabitant house-holders 
of any town or towns or district in England, or of any of those inhabitants, 
praying for the grant of a Charter of incorporation, Her Majesty, by the advice 
of her Erisy Council, thinks fit by charter to create such town, towns, or distridt ” 
* * * * 4 municipal borough and to incorporate the inhabitants thereof, 
shall be lawful fur Her Majesty by the Charter to extend to that municij 
borough end tho inhabitants thereof so incorporated, the provisions of 
Municipal Corporations Act.” : ae 

That is to say, the first origin of the Municipality rests withthe. 
tive Government, and not with the Legislature; and, Sir, will any 
Member here say that, under the circumstances of India, less free 
discretion should be left to the Executive Government by the ogi | 
1s leftin England ? Y 


So much as to the first classification of Municipalities with 
degree of elective municipal freedom which they are to exercise 
ing of the Bill. I now pass to that part of my ameadment which 
in the words “ the Lieutenant Governor may, from time to ti 
cancel such order.” Ihave purposely put thet as a separate 
because some Hon. Members who agree in the object. of 
ment, to leave the first classifieation to the Li nt-Grovern 
not accept the second, which is to allow the Lioute ’ 
sequent alterations, AOS Sim te SiN 

































ai Now I think that, when 1 consider the bee unexplored megion which 

__-We are now entering upon, not only is it unreasonable to expect that this 
Sts “Council will be able tb draw up properly classified Bubedulan, Bat that it is 
upreasonable to expect that the Lieutenant-Governor should not make mistakes. 
It may be reasonably expected that he will pass orders at first which he, after 
experience, will wish to undo; and I think that the largest possible discretion 
should be left to him. 

And not only will mistakes have to be corrected, but J. think, further, that 
the conditions of individual Municipalities in this country are liable to change 
in themselves. I will take a shaft from the quiver of the Hon. Member opposite 
(Mr. Macaulay). He has said in his dissent that the existence of local dissen- 
sions may be a fair reason for denying to any particular Municivality the right 
of electing its Chairman. Now, is that a good reason or isit a bad reason ? If it is 
a bad reason, of course it must be rejected in the first classification ; but if it isa 

‘ood reason, I ask, even if no such dissension exists at the time of the passing of 
the Bill, what guarantee is there that dissensions will not have sprung up when 
the second or third vacancy in the Chairmanship shall have occurred? If the 
existence of such dissensions is a good reason for the Government to appoint a 
Chairman in the first instance, why prevent the Government from acting upon that 
* good reason on the occurrence of future vacancies? If I may return to the simile 

of the ship, when it is known that the shoals and sands are shifting in their 
character, why insist upon the ship being taken on all future voyages along the 
precise course which is a good course to take according to present condition. 

As regards this future power, it will probably be answered that no such 
authority exists in England for the withdrawal of a Charter when it has been 
once given. I am not informed upon that point, but, if thut be so, my reply 
is that; in the firs¢ place, the changes of circumstances, the shifting sands and 
shoals, dv not exist in England in the same degree as in this country ; and 
secondly, that in England they are not breaking into unexplored and un- 
known tracts of which they have no experience, but they have a well-used path 
to follow, and therefore that they are less likely to make mistakes in the first 
instance. . . 

For these reasons I would leave the widest discretion to the Local Govern- 
ment, and I would remind Hon. Members of Council that the exercise of 
an official discretion by an authority of that sort is not the same thing as the 
exercise of arbitrary will by privutc individuals, for such a discretion is to 
be exercised subject to the responsibility to tc Governments and subject 

-to the responsibility to public opinion ; and I feel certain that any retrograde 

in a liberal policy would have to be made under an amount of hostile 

criticism and discussion which would afford material guarantees against its 
‘Pei, lightly or unnecessarily undertaken, 

1 see my friend opposite (Mr. Macaulay) is impatient to get up and 
smolish me with an argument which, I om afraid, is much more practical 
_ than convincing: that he is ready to say to me tempora mutantur, tu non 

~mutatus in illis. Neverthtless, am I obliged to urge before this Council 
ts which seem to me to be of weight against a course 
i runs the risk at least of being mischievous, in some instances, to those ver 
nities for the benefit of whom it is designed and for which there is 
ely no nesessity, in our advance towards the great object which we all 
@ development of self-government. I have now the honour to move the 
dment which stands in my name, that the last clause of section 8 be 














» 
ve Ee gis 


Hon., Harbuns Sahai said:—I beg to oppose most respectfully, but 
the amendment which has been moved by the Hon. Member. 
tant festures of the Bill, as amended by the Select Committee, 
dly improvements on the existing law, are the following :—The 
Municipalities into three classes. In the first class, unrestricted 

en given to the tax-payers to elect their own representatives 
o-thirds of the upsets the Commissioners as fixed by the 
nt, and the Commissioners will have the right to elect one of 
Chuirman. The second class a _— 9 aged Mauni- 
in the. second Schedule of this Bill, in which the tax-payers 
ike , 80 fur as the election of two-thirds of the number 
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of the Commissioners is concerned, but the appointment of their Chairman 
zest with Government. ‘The third class will be composed of those M 
ties entered’in the first Schedule of this Bill, in which the whole number 
Commissioners will be appointed by the Local Government, but the Commis«  _ 
sioners so appointed will fave the right to select their own Chairman. In every” | 
ease, all the Municipalities will have the privilege of electing their own Vice- | 
Chairman, and the election will no longer be subject to the sanction of Govern- —< 


* ment. So long as the Municipulity discharges its duty properly and press 


the Bill secures to it perfect independence and freedom of action, and it is only 
in the extreme case of a Municipality going far wrong and persistently néglect- 
ing its duties, or abusing its powers, that the Government is authorized to 
interfere in the interests of the Public and suspend it for a specified period. 
This Council, composed as it is of the ablest and most experienced Government 
officials, und non-official representatives from every part of the Province, has 
before it the opinion of the loeal officers and the views and wishes of the Publie, 
and is in a position on the materials placed before it to determine which Muniei- 
palities should have the privilege of the elective system; and it has, according 
to the jocal circumstances and requirements, classified the Municipalities into 
three groups mentioned above. Hitherto, the Magistrates presiding as 
Chairmen in the municipal meeting had a predominant voice in the determina- 
tion of all questions brought before it, and the things used generally,to be 
done and managed according to his views and wishes. Now happily under the 
Bill, the change has been made for the better; and for the first time the non- 
official Municipal Commissioners and Chairmen have been armed with real 
owers und independent authority, aud left to exercise their own unfettered 
judgment without the interference of the Magistrate in municipal matters. 
Accordingly, the educated Public of Bengal hailed with joy and welcomed with 
cordiulity the excellent provisions of the Bill, which would open to them A 
a fair field for the independent exercise of their administrative talent and intelli- : 
gence, and development of their natural parts for managing public business, 
and afford them a fine opportunity for giving proof of their public spiritednass 
and devotion to the cause of the common good. ‘Therefore at the last meeting 
of the Council, when the Hon. Member in charge of the Bill moved that \ 
the Bill be taken into consideration, I had a mind to say a few words approving 
of the general scope and tenor of the Bill, and expressing the best thanks 
of the whole of Bengal to the Local Government, as well as to the Hon, ~~ 

Member in charge of the Bill, for having conferred on the Province the boon of 
municipal self-vovernment on the basis of representation ; but, on reading the 
amendments proposed by the Hon. Member opposite (Mr. Dampier), I thought. x 
¥ 


io 


it proper to wait till the result of these amendments ‘was known, inasmuch as it - 
struck me that if these amendments were to be curried, the above privileges and. i 
boon would be practically nullified, and that the present Bill would be shorn > 
of the new improvements, and that we would be left to the existing state of 
things. In my humble opinion it would be as well to move for the with: ~~~ 
drawal of the present Bill, and leave the existing “law as it stands at present,  __ 
as to press the amendments in question. The Hon. Member ; 
amendment proposes to leave the introduction and withdrawal. 
elective system as regards Municipal Commissioners and Chairmen en 
in the hands of Government,.and to empower the Local Gover 
act in the matter from time to time, according to its pleasure. 
perceive the force of his arguments, or the advantages of thi 
proposed by him. I do not see any reason why the aforesaid privileg 
not once for all be conferred on the people-as the Bill proposes to 
not see why the function of the legislature, so far as it is in 
rform it just now, should be delegated to the Executive Govert 
am afruid yill not be better qualified than this Council 
correct conclusion. His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, 





















“entertains very liberal views on the matter, and will freely exten 


system to the majority of the Municipalities; but his sue 
know) may be quite of | -different opinion, and may: 

powers proposed to be vested ju him, withdraw. the: sai 
value of the boon will be lost by want of 
matter. Now, to come to the point, so far 












Cee ee 
yeh ek 


FEBRUARY 6, 


isa 





2 ed, I.do not see why the Local Government, having all the necessa 
— before it, shall not be in a position at the time of creating a nae 






its being inserted in the first or second Schedule of the Act or in neither, and 
notify accordingly. I therefore oppose the motion. 


» The Hon. Boyxanto Naru De said:—I do not see sufficient reason for 
omitting the clanse, because such a provision is necessary to show under what 
schedule a newly-created Municipality is included. When this is done, the 
nature of such a Municipality cannot be ascertained. I am sorry, therefore, 
Lcannot accept the amendment. 


The Hon. Mr. Dampier said:—I have only a few remarks to make on 
what has fallen from the Hon. Member opposite (Babu Hurbans Sahai). The 
Hon. gentleman has expressed some sepeshenson as to the whims of the 
successor of the Lieutenant-Governor. I can only remind him that the discre- 
tion exercised by an authority in the position of the Government of Bengal 
is very widely different from the whims of an arbitrary and private individual. 
He has said that he is satisfied with the views of the present Lieutenant- 
Governor, that they are liberal views, and that reminds me of a saying I have 
heard, “Orthodoxy my doxy; Heterodoxy other doxy.” ‘The views of the 
present Licutenant-Governor are in. accordance with the views of the Hon. 

* ntleman, and therefore those views are sound; and that being so the present 
overnment may be allowed to tie the hands of its successors. 
_ Then the Hon. Member said that the Lieutenant-Governor is not in a 
better position than this Council is to decide on the question of classification 
the Sunicipalities in Schedules, the decision of which depends on intimate 
owledge of local citcumstances. I shall leave that part of his argument to 
speak for itself; it is a rather far-reaching one, no doubt. 

Lastly, the Hon. gentleman has spoken of the public-spiritedness and 
devotion to the cause of the public good of the educated classes. I entirely 
acknowledge and recognise the willingness of those classes to devote their time 
and attention to local public affairs, and I desire to express my appreciation 
‘ of it. But, as I have said already, I have thought it my duty to undertake 

the invidious and unpopular task of asking the Gouneil to tuke care lest, in 
yielding to any attractive consideration of the sort, they should lose sight 
of the duty of the Government to hold the balance evenly between one class 
and another, and so should allow the material interest of the classes, whose 
hi do not find expression, and who, perhaps, are not competent to form 
their wishes at all on the subject, to be thrown into undue shadow by the 
sunlight of other more brilliant considerations. 
~ Lastly, as to withdrawing suddenly and arbitrarily any larger powers 
ty ese already been given, I ought to explain that I shall anticipate 
: f if such discretion is left to the Government, it will not be exercised 
in the direction of restricting the freedom of action of any corporate muni- 
cipal body; but that the considerations which will call for restriction in the 
will rather arise from varying circumstances, bearing on the question 
on and the exercise of the franchise, and as to the appointment of 
» Chairman, instead of allowing the Chairman to.be elected by the Commis- 
* I maz mention one instance in which it occurs to me that there may 
some practical difficulty, amd from which considerable disadvantage 
o Municipality from the Government not being allowed to restrict 
ointment of the Chairman. TI refer to the question of borrow- 
: Tiitieye from what I have seen in the administration of the 
? estates, that the credit of a Municipality which requires to 
orany public purpose, would with some possible lenders of 
ti tha Government had the power of appointing the Chairman 
ners. I believe that some persons who would otherwise 
d mouey, would be inclined to muke such a condition before 
o do so. This may. be a condition of some importance in 
is needed for the carrying out of any large improvement. 
Damrren’s motion-to omit the last clause of Section 8 of 
bt the vote aad duane to be lost. 
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icipality to determine whether the circumstances of that locality justify ; 
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e: the request’ of Ma. Damprer a division was takenj andsthe gad 
Dy _ votes were recorded.:— . a nt Pa 
oS Aves 4. Nors 6. «sae 
: The Hon. Mr. Alexander. The Hon. Kumar Boykonto NathDe, 
= s Mr. Beverley. 9 Hurbans Sahai. “ik 
id . rs Mr. Dampier. ss Mr. Caithness. Yt 
mY Colonel the Hon, 8. T. Trevor, 
P aA the President. The Hon. Mr. Macaulay. P 
aS Py Mr, Reynolds. V5 
* So the motion was negatived. - 
of Tho Hon. Mr. Bevertey moved to substitute the following for the last 
—* clause of section 8 :— pics 
—- “ Every notification declaring a town or village to be a Municipality shnll ity 
. (subject to the provisions of section 13) the number of the Commissioners of such Mani - 
pality, and whether or not the provisions of sections 14, 15 and 16, and of section 24, shall 


apply to such Municipality. - 

“ Notwithstanding any such notification, the Local Government may at any time by an 
order published in the Calcutta Gazette, extend the provisions of the said sect.ous or any of 
them to any Municipality.” 

He said :—Much of what I had intended to say, Sir, has already been.anti- 
cipated by my Hon. friend (Mr. Dampief), and has been put to the Council 
with much greater force and eloquence than J could have used. But | think it 
due to myself to state at the outset that the amendments which I have the 
honour to place before the Council are in no way antagonistic to the principle 
of the Bill, which Taccept. The main principle of the Bil, as I take it, is this 

* that, as a rule, two thirds of the Commissioners of every Municipality s' 
be elected by the rate-payers, and that the Local Government shall not. _ 
have the power to withdraw the franchise or privilege of election. Of that © 
rinciple, I am as stout an advocate as any Hon. Member in this room. 
experience as Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality has convinced me that 
a body of elected Commissioners have their strong as well as their weak points, 
and that as time goes on and the people begin to take a greater interest.in local” \ 
affairs, the strong points grow stronger, while the weak points sink into com. 
parative insignificance. But while laying down this principle, the Bill, as 
originally introduced into Council, left a discretionary power to the Li 
Government to exclude certain Municipalities from the exercise of the elective  — 
rivilege where it was thought that it could not be properly introduced. The 
ill then went into Seleet Committee, and a majority of the Select Committee, 
a for reasons no doubt known to themselves, but which have not been commmuni- ae 
i cated to the Council, have thought fit to withdraw from the Local Go ent. 
oe the discretionary power originally allowed to it, and instead of that to lay 
a down a hard and fast rule as to the Municipalities to which the elective principle 
. shall apply. The object of my amendments (for the whole of my amén its 
F ; must be read together) is simply to go back to the original Bill, 
oe re-introduce the power of the Local Government which has been taken 
E by the Select Committee. And in order that the Council may see that 
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not an unimportant matter, I would beg to remind Hon. Momb 

according to the Civil List, there are at present no less than 128 My 

in Bengal. Of these, 1 believe three already possess the electir 

Schedule I contains the numes of 21 only; so that the amended 

that in the case of no less than 104 Municipalities the Counei 

say that they are fit and qualified to elect their own Commissi 

IT again contains the names of only 38 Municipalities; so th 

amended Bill is to declare that in no less than 90 Mun i 

. missioners are at the present moment qualified to elect their o 
™ These figures, I take it, will show the Council that this 

importance, greater perhaps than might be supposed 

e small number of names which appear in the Sek 

Now, the first reason I shall lay before the 

the Select Committee should not be accepted is | 

Poli oe authority to usurp belie the p 

- by the Government, onferr 
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a i The pri rating any town or villagé is a privilege, as we 

‘3 w on the authority of Blackstone, appurtenant to the prerogative of the 

__~ Crown. If it-be said that these places have already been incorporatedy! reply 

* that so long as the franchise has not been given, the incorporation is inchpate 

only and incomplete. The Local Government may call these places Munici- 

palitice, bet:by calling them so, it has not divested itself of the power of 

regulating’their internal affairs through itsown nominees. Therefore 1 appeal 

to you, Sir, as the Law Officer of the Crown, to say whether, in thus restricting 

the prerogative’ of the Local Government, this Council is uot exvecding its 
authority. 

. Nor, in my opinion, Sir, ought the Government to be divested of its 

Tesponsibility in this matter. ‘lhe Government has means for ascertaining the 

: fitness of a town or village for exercising the franchise which this Council does 





r not ess. The Government has its district and sub-division! officers, and 


its Commissioners of divisions. On the other hand, what has the Council on 
which to proceed ? Merely the reports which have been laid before us, and 
the arbitrary lists of names which have been inserted in the Schedules of the 
‘Bill. Now, is it because the Government is afraid to incur the odium of 
excluding Municipalities from the franchise that it wishes to shift the burden 
to this Council? Or are we to understand that the promoters of this measure 
are themselves so little confident of its success that they desire to transfer the 
risk and ignominy of failure? I put this question in sis sfecane and I hope 
‘> it will be answered. In my opinion the responsibility ought not to be trans- 
ferred to this Council, but ought to remain with the Local Government, which 
alone has the requisite facilities for enquiring into the fitness of towns for 
exercising tho franchise. 


The next argument I had intended to urge is, that we have ro authority 
“from the Local Government to legislate in the direction proposed; but I 
anderstand from the Hon, Member opposite (Mr Macaulay) that the principle 
of having Schedules has been accapisd by the Head of the Government, though 
not the details of the schedules us they stand. If that is so, I have nothing 
further to.say on that head. 
If, Sir, we now turn to the report of the Select Committee, we find not 
«only the Committee itself torn asunder by internal dissensions, no two Members 
agreeing as to the places to be put in the Schedules, but we also find no 
sufticient reason given for the form in which those Schedules are presented to the 
Council. I have already said that the Select Committee have given no reason 
at all for substituting Schedules for the discretionary power vested in the Local 
Government by the original Bill. I now say that we have very insufficient 
. reasons for the vague manner in which the Schedules have been framed, Had 
the Select Committee been unanimous in their recommendations, 1 should have 
had the greatest possible hesitation in withholding my assent to them. Or had 
the majority (such as it is) given reasons for framing the Schedules in the form 
in which they are presented to ns, the Council would have been in a position 
~ to judge of their cogency. But, as a matter of fact, Sir, there appears to be 
“no principle whatever in the arrangement of these Schedules, or if there is any 
principle, it.is admittedly one which is qualified by numerous exceptions: and 
e Couneil whether it ison such a principle that it ought to proceed to 
p, If nc principle can be found of sonnet application ; if, as is admitted, 
hedules must after all be framed with regard to local circumstances, it 
me that the wiser course will be to leave the framing of the Schedules 
cal Government to whom those circumstances are known. 
pass on to the papers which have been circulated with the reports 
ct Committee. But before doing so 1 should like to refer to the 
the Select Committee, and to notice what they have said on this 
7 preliminary report the Select Committee say— The most 
‘ections of the Bill are those which relate to the constitution of 
‘and in these we have made material changes. he Bill, as 
1, left the Government an entire discretion to determine in 
es the elective system should be introduced, and what Muni- 
have the power of electing their own Chairman. The word- 























d even have left it in the power of Government to introduce — 








. ng thinks that in ev ace in which the Local Goy 
’ cause to admit the principle bi sre and the rate-payers ‘4 
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the elective system into a Municipality and subsequently to withdraw it, and 
to direct the adoption of the hex of the nomination. ° doele prospaises | 
to us tosbe incompatible with the declared intention of Government thi we i 
elective system shall be introduced into all considerable Municipalities. We 
therefore propose that certain Municipalities shall be specified in a Schédule ap- 
ended to the Bill, and that in these exceptional cases the Commissioners shall 
ie appointed by the Local Government; but that in all other cases’ the system 
of election aiall be followed.” Thus reasons are given why the power of the — 
Government to withdraw the franchise should not be allowed, but no is 
iven why Schedules have been substituted for the discretionary power of the 
haat to determine in what Municipalities the election system shall be 
introduced. Then as to the details of the Schedules, the Select Committee 
say this :— In determining what Municipalities shall be allowed to exercise 
the privilege of election, we have considered the opinions, but haye not in ev 
ease been guided by the recommendations, of the local and divisional officers.”~ 
I think when we look into the details we shall see a very large number of excep-” 
tions, and it will be for the Council to consider, when my Hon. friend 
(Mx. Dasrrkr) divides the Council on each item in those Schedules, whether” 
the reasons for those details are, or are not, sufficient in each individual 
case. Meanwhile, in going through these papers, 1 find that when the Bill 
was originally published, very few indeed of the Municipalities or of the 
local officers have noticed this question at all. It seems to have been 
accepted as a matter of course that the Local Government shouid have the ~» 
power reserved to it, and that provision seems to have given general satisfac- 
tion. It was only when the point was raised in Select Committee, and the 
amended Bill went forth to the Public, that the question was noticed at all; 
and even among the papers that have come in on the amended Bill, I find 
a very large proportion, not only of the officers of Government, (including,” 
I think, no less than six Commissioners of divisions) but a large number of 
Municipal Commissioners themselves, are opposed to the change made by the 
Select Coesmittest and in favour of retaining in the hands of the Local Govern- 
ment the power proposed to be done away with. I propose very briefly to draw 
attention to some of these reports. The first I take up is fom the Chair- 
man of the Patna Municipality. He says:—‘*To the majority of the Com- 
inissioners the introduction of the elective system does not commend itself; * 
and it is considered that a Committee, consisting chiefly of elected members, 
would in Patna gereiops either into a bear garden, or into a tyranny of 
the majority. Patna City is peculiarly circumstanced. It is a city where 
party feeling runs very high, and is most difficult to keep under 
even moderate restraint.” ut I do not find Patna in the first 
Schedule; so that, notwithstanding that the Patna Municipality has come 
up with a deliberate opinion that it is not desirable to introduce into Patna 
the elective system, this Council is called upon, with no further information 
before us, to give it the elective franchise. I next come to a > from 
Chittagong. The Commissioner says:—“ The system about to be introduced 
is an experiment, regarding the success of which many persons compe 
to furm an opinion, are not very sanguine; and, under such cireums 
it would be most unwise to grant the franchise without possibili 
recall. The power to disfranchise is one that the Lieutenant-Govel 
may well be trusted to exercise with prudence and discretion. \ 
of opinion that there are Municipalities to which it would be in 
extend the right of election, and which should be entered in Sch 
there is no guarantee that every Municipality at first not entered tl 
be found fit to exercise the rights conferred by the Act, for ‘the 
particular districts must at first be a mere matter of opinion, which 
may prove to be erroneous; and until the change has ets working 
years it will not be known which places are fit for the exercise of thes 
At first, therefore, and until we have had some experience of | 
of the Act, I am of — that the Lieutenant-Governor 
the power to place a Municipality in Schedule I, on sw 
pre As s the election, of the Chairman, the 
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ba nace representatives, the Commissioners should be allowed to elect 
& ir own Chairman. The Chairman of the Noakholly Municipality says :—* 
The propo with regard to excluding certain Municipalities from the 
operation of the election of members, and the appointment of the Chairman 
by Government—in fact the application of Schedules I and Il—seemed to 
commend themselves as generally applicable to this Municipality, and m 
own experience of the extreme apathy of the rate-payers when the proposals 
were made known in August last, convinced me that it will require consider- 
‘able pressure on the rate-payers to induce them to record their votes,” 
That 18 to say, the present Municipal Commissioners of Noakholly think that 
Noakholly ought to be included in Schedules I and II, but I don’t see it in either 
of the Schedules. Inext come to the Municipality of Bhabua in Shahabad, 
.. which passed the following Kesolution:—‘‘ That sume provisions be made 
in. section 14 for the appointment of Commissioners on nomination, 
inasmuch as the elective system is not suited to such backward sub- 
divisions as Bhabua;” but I don’t see Bhabua in the first Schedule. The 
next paper is from the Durbhanga Municipality; there I read that it was 
oll 2) unanimously that the elective system cannet be introduced into 
the Municipality;” but I don’t see Durbhanga in the first Schedule. The next 
paper is from the Chairman of the Dinagepore Municipality, who writes :— 
Phe Committee deprecate the universal introduction of the elective sys- 
tem, and would leave the Lieutenant-Governor the option of extending it to 
«such Municipalities as were fitted to exercise it.” The Commissioner of Chota 
Nagpore says:—“TI agree with the Select Committee in thinking that those 
Municipalities in which it is not considered that the inhabitants are sufficiently 
advanced to elect Commissioners, should be specified in the Schedule No. 2 
appended to the Bill. In my opinion neither Commissioners nor Chairmen 
would be elected in any of the Municipalities of the Chota Nagpore 
division.” There are two Municipalities in that division which are not 
included in the first Schedule. ‘he Chairman of the Sasseram Munici- 
pality writes:—-‘The inclusion of certain Municipalities in Schedule I 
will be empirical, ‘There will be no guarantee for the successful working of 
the elective system in tnose not included in the Schedule. There are man 
Municipalities, considerable in point of population, yet deficient in the spirit 
of local self-government, and wanting leading citizens of suflicient intelligence 
* and leisure to be able to dispense with the services of officials. Regard bein 
had to the tentative nature of this new departure, I am of opinion that it woul 
be unwise not to reserve a power to Government of introducing and withdraw- 
ing the elective system.” It will be understood that 1 do not go so far as to 
advocate the withdrawal of the elective system after it has been once conceded. 
The Commissioner of the Dacca Division says:—‘ I agree with Messrs Dampier 
and Allen in their note to the report, that the Government should have dis- 
cretionary power and the responsibility of proceeding cautiously and gradually 
on the matter.’ The Commissioner of Bhagulpore says:—‘I agree in the 
remarks entered in the foot-note signed by Messrs. Dampier and Allen, which is 
- ed to the preliminary report of the Select Committee.” The Municipal 
mission¢ of I Bankoora d the following resolution:—“ Resolved, with 
rence to the question of election, as to whether it should be the rule or the 
tion, that the principle should be recognised, subject of course to the 
-orders of the Local Goverument in each case. The \ ommissioners, 
are m= 5 you that the entry of names in a schedule of the Muni- 
8 Where the system of nomination would prevail, would tend unneces- 
nper the executive, they not being empowered under the Bill to 
© schedule at any subsequent period.” The Commissioner of Patna 
cordially -with the remarks appended by Messrs. Dampier and 
he report. For the reasons given and in the words therein, the 
ernment should most certainly have the discretionary power, and 
ponsioility, of proceeding cautiously and gradually towards its 
_. *~— Lalso would object to withdrawing from the Lieute- 
‘power of proceeding tentatively in the matter of allowing 
of Municipalities to elect their own Commissioners.” 


Commissioners of Mozufferpore say:—‘‘It does not appeur 
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now. It would’be well. if, for the 
retion of Governmént, which, cah very 
exercised in consultation with the Municipal Commissioners and the. . 
Officers.” The Chairman of the Moorshedabad Monicineey: writes :—‘ T 
other @ommissioners are of opinion that, as it is very likely that the system of 
election may fail, Government should be allowed the power of withdrawing. it” 
and that the sections at the end of the Act, viz, 840 and 341, giving .Govern- 
ment power to supersede the Commissioners, are wholly inadequate to meet 
the apathy and incapacity which would, in all probability, have to 
faced. One of the members remurked that a case in point of this apathy had 
come before the meeting that very day.” 
I think, Sir, I need not read any more extracts from these reports, 
I have read sufficient to show the Counsit that there is a difference of opinion _, 
in the matter among the trusted advisers of the Government, aud among'the ° 
resent Commissioners of the Municipalities themselves, and I would ask this 
yuncil whether it is prepared on such reports as we have before us, and from 
which I have read extracts, in the case of the 104 Municipalities excluded 
from Schedule I, to.say that they are qualified and fit to exercise the privilege 
of the franchise; or whether in the 90 Municipalities exchaded from _ 
Schedule IL it is advisable and desirable that they should at once have the > 
right of electing their Chairman. I think, then, that I have shown 
reasons why the recommendations of the Select Committee should be rejected * 
by this Council when they propose to substitute Schedules I and II for the, 
discretionary power proposed by the original Bill to be given to the Govern- 
ment. In some of the opinions which I have read, mention has been made 
of the withdrawal of the franchise, but, as I have already remarked, J am not 
in favour of the withdrawal of the franchiso after it has been once conceded ; 
and for that very reason I consider it requires very. careful consideration, and 
great responsibility will attach either to this Council or to the Local Govern- 
ment to see that a Municipality is fit to exercise the privilege before the 
franchise is extended to it. I think that under the Bill the power of control 
possessed by the Government and the local authorities will be quite sufficient, 
if properly worked, without any power of disiranchisement. The con 
which the Government possesses consists, first, in the appointment by nominas ) 
tion of one-third of the Commissioners; secondly, in the approval of the ~ \ 
election, if not the appointment, of the Chairman ; aes in the power * 
of suspension proposed to be vested in local officers; fourthly, in the power 
which the Bill gives to the Local Government to compel the performance of 
certain duties; and lastly, in the power which the Bill provides for the 
supersession of a Municipality. That is a power which, it is oped, will be 
very rarely, if ever, exercised: still it is a power it will be well to reserve. * 
To recapitulate, 1 trust I have shown that in touching what I call a pre- 
rogative of the Crown, as represented by the Local Government, this Council js 
proceeding piss its authority ; that the Government ought not to be divested 
of its responsibility in this matter; that the Select Committee itself is divided  — 
on this question, and that we have had no reason whatever given for a. bay 
ring the duty of framing these Schedules to this Council, and uo nt 
rezsons for the details of the Schedules themselves ; that no principle of genie 
application is appareat in the Scliedules, and that details can be far more 9 
leit to the Local Government ;-and lastly, that the opinions of the 1 
and of the present Municipal Commissioners are divided on the p 
that there is a very large number of opinions in favour of restoring to 
Government the power with which it was vested by the original 
Before sittirg down, I wish to draw the attention of the Hon, 
in charge of the Bill to one part of my amendments, which does 
their general principle, and it is this, that at present there is no ti 
within which the Local Government must make rules and the ele 
If no such provision is made, it is possible that the operation of 
principle may be indefinitely postponed, or even that it may altog 
a dead letter. With these remarks, Sir, 1 beg to move the 
stands in my name, 


The Hon. Mr. Macavnax said.—I gave a silent voto, Sir, o1 
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to be lsid. down 5 












_ of my Hon, friend, Mr. Dampier, because 1 proposed to reserve. 












cg Nl amendment, whith affects the sarie question, though 

: t form, should come before the Council. ‘The Council have now 
heard both amendments expounded, and Hon. Members have doubtless observed 
that they involve two different principles. One point of difference has been 
referred to by the Hon. gentleman who has just sat down. His amendment 
would allow Government to exercise its power of exclusion within six months 
only of. the passing of the Act, while Mr, Dampier’s amendment would confer 
‘a permanent power of exclusion to be exercised at any time. I will revert to 
he point hereafter. Meanwhile I wish to address myself to another point of 
difference—a difference of prisnigie in regard to the municipal franchise. Mr. 
Dampier’s amendment involves the principle of the old Act—the principle that 
Government shall ordinarily appoint, but may, in special cases, allow rate- 
“payers to elect. Mr. Boraleye involves a very different principle-—the prin- 
ciple that the rate-payers shall ordinarily clect, but Government may, in special 
cases, appoint. Now, Sir, my Hon. friend, Mr. Dampier, was at least consist- 
ent-in bringing forward his first amendment; though I have just learnt that 
his consistency has ended with his defeat, and that he has joined Mr. Beverley. 
There was a melancholy fitness in the circumstance that the last note of oppo- 
sition to the principle of the elective system in Municipalities should be sound- 
ed by the Hon. gentleman. The Council do not require to be reminded that 
the Act which we are about to repeal was in great measure the handiwork 
of the Hon. gentleman himself, and knowing as we do his natural affection for 
thai which he has himself constructed, I doubt if any of us was much astonish- 
ed to recognise among his amendments sundry fragments of that monument of 
legislative ability. 1 trust, Sir, that 1 may not be misunderstood as desiring to 


“@ 


disparage the Act under which the Municipalities of this Province have been, 


administered during the past eight years. I desire to speak with all respect 
Aor the high abilities, the wide experience, and the distinguished reputation of 
Mr. Dampier, and I think thatthe fact that, notwithstanding amendments in 
rd to constitution, aud additions which are in great measure of the nature 
of consolidation of special Acts, the main lines of the old Act have been adhered 
to, and the greater purt of its framework maintained, is a satisfactory testimony 
to the skill and knowledge of its framer. But he has himself admitted that its 
provisions as regards election have proved a failure. Indeed, it was hardl 
to him to do otherwise, seeing that they have not been applied to a single 
Slanicipality in the Province. Three Municipalities had the privilege of 
election before it was passed, and those three alone have it to-day. The 
Hon. gentleman attributes the failure to the proviso regarding the petition 
from one-third of the electors—a proviso which, in his own words, in the 
debate of 1876, was adopted as a check on the Magistrate—and he calls it an 
obstruction, and has discarded it. I wish 1 could believe that in doing so he 
has*been actuated by a real desire to promote the elective principle, but Ll am 
afraid, from his general tone and the sequence of his proceedings, that, to use 
his favourite illustration of the ship, of which we have had so much to-day, the 
~ discard is only a part of the operation of throwing bulk overboard. We have 
 had-many indications of this, and I have watched the tactics of, 1 will not say his 
attack, but lis retreat, with much interest and attention. The spectacle of a 
tiring enemy gradually divesting himself of his impe/imenta to facilitate his 
<Heght san never be witnessed by an adversary with indifference. In his first 
endment 






















the Hon. gentleman threw away the proviso regarding the antece- 
n by one-third of the rate-payers, retaining, however, the words of 
regarding the formal appointment of the Commissioners by Govern- 
In his second amendment he still further lightened his load by casting 
words, and in this he was undoubtedly right, for the words had no 
- at all taken with the preceding section ; ut still he seemed uncertain 
‘to turn. He then disappeared from view under a convenient but ambi- 
phrase regarding ‘corresponding alterations in the subsequent sections.” 
been driven from his last cover and defeated. But I have only 
extent of his disaster. Not only has he been defeated, but he 
‘armour, and he is _— in Mr. Beverley’s camp. He has 
his flight even the ler of principle, flying as Horace fled 





é none bene _ For, such is the price which the Hon. 
to pay for. unholy alliance into whieh he has just entered 
es —- 
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with the Hon. Mover of the second amendment, . In the amendment: 





they were, which the Hon, gentleman himself proposed, the principle of t ‘ 
Act was adhered to. » But the amendment of my Hon. friend, Mr, ge be 
as I have already said, recognises a totally different principle. The principle 
of the old Act was, that nomination should be the rule and election the exeep-- 
tion. The principle now adopted is, that nomination shall be the exceptiom, 
and election the rulo. The nomination principle is dead; it has 
abandoned on the field by the Hon. gentleman. I will not dwell 
upon this melancholy episode, but will simply ¢ ngratulate the Council on the 
earing of the issues before us. The principle of election having been 
accepted, the first question is—Shall we make if of universal application, 
or shall we recognise that some places are not yet fitted for it? The former 
course has not been recommended by the Select Committee, though I confessy +* 
that personally I should not have been opposed to it, for 1 think that with the 
safeguards we have adopted, tie objections to it will hardly bear examination, 
We linve heard a good deal on the subject of the elective system from the Hons, 
gentleman opposite. Mr. Dampier has favoured us with some very beautiful. 
and striking illustrations derived from nautical operations, and these deserve,, 
attention, for the Council are probably aware that no member of the Civil, 
Service has had such opportunities for obtaining experience of this character, «+ 
as the Hon, gentleman himself has enjoyed. We have been invited to con- 
sider the Licutenant-Governor a Pilot, this Council a Captain, and a Mofussil Mu- 
nicipality a Crew. A ship manned by ourselves and the Municipal Commissioners 
is nearing a harbour. ‘Lhe Lieutenant-Governor offers his services as Pilot, 
which are declined. The ship is then wrecked. I suppose that we are all 
drowned, for a good Captain sticks to his ship, and of course we ure, so far, a 
good Captain, but we have not been supplied with the details of our fate. 
The picture is a lively one, but its general lines are far from clear. ‘Theu we 
had a further illustration of another ship sailing among shoals, the purport 
of which, I confess, 4 could not understand at all. 1 gathered, however, that 
sands do not shift so much in English as in Indian waters. This is a question 
of submarine geology which 1 do not feel myself competent to discuss, 
Mr. Beverley placed before us an array of opinion from officers of Government, 
and from the Commissioners of certain Municipalities against the introduction 
of the elective system into certain places. Indeed, his extracts were so copious. 
that but, for an unwillingness to interrupt him, I could, I think, fairly have 
suggested that they would be more pertinent to a discussion on the details of © 
the Schedules than to a discussion on the general principle: One thing at least: 
they cannot have failed to bring home to the Council, and that is, that we have 
ample material before us for constructing the Schedules, As regards the: 
opinions of local officers, 1 will only point out that Mr. Beverley has read 
from unfavourable reports, and that other reports of avery different character 
are to be found among the papers. It appears that the Municipal Commis-» 
sioners of Patna consider that their committee will be turned into a : 
garden if the elective system is introduced. The Commissioners of other) 
Municipalities object to the system chiefly on the shadowy ground that it will fail, 
I should be disposed to receive with considerable reserve the opposition © 
these gentlemen to & measure which they apprehend will lead to their own 
extinction. 1 do not believe that it will. 1 believe that in most cases. pra 
cally the same men will be returned as we now select. But they ev identh 
apprehend that they themselves-will be excluded. Both the Hap. ent 
men opposite (Messrs. Dampier and Beverley) appear to overlook altog 
safeguards which we have adopted. Government in all cases nominate one 
of the Commissioners: if the rate-payers do not elect the other two-tl 
Government can nominate them also, and ample powers are 
Government, acting through the local officers, to compel the Commiss 
do their duty, und to restrain them from doing evil. Many offic 
expressed the opinion that precisely the same class of men would be ele 
-are now nominated, and this has certainly been the experience of K 
Serampore, and Burdwan. 1t is not pretended that the people will al 
take a vehement interest in the matter ; but, if we guar ageing 
ty? My 






























done, why can we not at leastegiye them the opportuni 
Mer Pampiee himself admits that Government should go- 
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of gradually exciting interest. Why. thon should we be deterred by 
se w of apathy only, when we have the power of nominating Commissioners 
ifthe people will not elect them? I confess Ido no! understand the terror 
' which seems to seize upon some people when they come face to face with the 
elettive system. Whether vey fear a revolution or fear a collapse they do not 
say ; but that their knees are loosened by some vague apprehension, if the 
elective system is widely extended, is only too apparent. For my part, [cannot 
see that, with the safeguards with which we are armed, there is any fear either 
of a revolution or of a collapse. But as the Select Committee nave decided 
to recommend that the system be withheld for the present from some back- 
ward Municipulities only, I am content. 
The next question is, how is the power of restriction to be exercised ? 
» * The amendment of my Hon. friend would leave it to the discretion of Govern- 
ment. The majority of the Sclect Committee, and, I trust, the majority of the 
- Council, consider that it should be exercised by the Council, and that we should 
at once declare the exceptions to the general principle, leaving it to Government 
hereafter to extend the system to any of the excepted places, or, in extreme 
cases of misconduct, to place any Municipality on the list of exceptions. And 
this, I submit, is the proper course to pursue. My Hon. friend Mr. Beverley 
* has raised the legal question whether the Conncil has power to deprive Goy- 
ernment of the privilege of extending or introducing the franchise. Ido not 
feel myself competent to discuss such a question with. any authority ; but I 
confess that, as a luyman, | am unable to see the force of the objection. This 
Council gave the clective system absolutely to the Calcutta Municipality, and 
Government could not now withdraw it. If we declare that in one Munici- 
pality the elective system shall prevail, why should we not, if we choose, 
declare that it shall prevail in all? I am not aware that the Legislature in 
England is supposed to interfere with the prerogative of the Crown in confer- 
ring the franchise. I observed, Sir, that you shook your head when the 
Hon. gentleman was expounding his view, and I am glad to hope 
that 1 may claim the weight of your opinion in favour of that side of 
the question which I venture tosupport. My contention in regard to the 
authority which should exercise the power of restriction is simply this. We have 
accepted the penipls of election. Having accepted it we are bound to see 
that it is not violated. It is for us to give it legislative protection, and not 
leave its adoption or rejection to the discretion of any other authority. I may 
say at once that, if the amendment is carried, the result will’ be much 
the same as if it is lost. The Council may have every confidence that 
_ there is no danger of power being abused by the Head of the Bengal Govern- 
* went within six months of the passing of the Act. But however well founded 
this confidence may be, I submit that it affords no jurisdiction for adinitting 
a provision which might conceivably be so worked us to negative the principle 
which has been deliberately adopted. We propose to affirm the principle of 
election. Yet the amendment, if carried into law, would make it possible for 
\. the Lieutenant-Governor, within six months of the passing of the Bill, without 
even recording a reason to disfranchise every Municipality in the Province 
_ outside Caleutta, by a stroke of his pen. 
> "So much for the question of principle. Now, as regards the application ot 
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ower of exclusion. The Council will observe, as | have already said, that 
the amendment now before us, the Local Government can only exercise 

rary err within six months of the passing of the Act. The amend- 
while leaving untouched the power of Government to exclude for miscon- 
es not recognise os power of exclusion on account of changes in general 
s orin general policy, such as was foreshadowed in the lost amend- 
ampier. It assumes in fact that Municipalities should be judged 
them present circumstances. This appears to me to be a 
proper principle. ‘I'he only question is who is to be the Judge, 
mt, or this Council? I conceive that the only reasonable ground 
ve aie ean be withheld from a Municipality is the 
ess of the place, and the extreme ignorance and apathy of 
‘submit that the Council is in as good a position to judge 
asthe Government can be. We have before us all the 
le for the formation of an opinion. I appeal to the 
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speech of Hon." friend Mr. Beverley, to show how copious is 

material that ve have before us. We have the views of local bodies 

fe opittions ‘and recommendations of local, officers. By coming to a decision — 

: upon them, we safeguard the principle which is the corner-stone of this part 
the Bill, and 1 submit that we should discharge our function by delibexately’ 

extending the privilege to every Municipality which we may consider fit toy 

receive it. ‘ 

I have referred, Sir, in the course of my remarks, to the opinions of our ~ 
President, whose absence from our deliberations we so much deplore. I. 
am glad, however, to be able to say that I have reason to hope that, at our 
next meeting, we shall see him again in the Chair, and that he will have an. 
opportunity in closing this debate, of declaring to the Council the broad and 
tiberal views by which he has always been actuated in the consideration of this + 
question of municipal reform. ; 

The Hon. Harnans Sanat said :—I entirely agree with what has fallen from 
the Hon. Mr..Macaulay. I have only to refer to the recorded opinions just 
read by the Hon. mover of the amendment. He thinks that the present. 
Municipal Commissioners and the general Public are one and the same boign 
I beg to inform the Council that it is nothing of the kind. The Hon. gentle- 
men relies on their opinion that certain Municipalities are not in & position to), ~ 
receive the buon of the elective system ; but it should be remembered that the 

¢ Commissioners gre the nominees of the Ma, istrate, and have been 
recommended by him as proper persons to be Municipa Commissioners ; and 
the Government has simply complied with the nominations of the Magistrate. 
These gentlemen are afraid that, if this Bull is passed, they will be turned out; 
therefore, not only have they Deepucovad of the Lill, but they have t-ied their 
. best to influence the opinion of the Magistrate in the matter. [fit had been the 
i deliberate opinion of the Public, or rather of the people, I admit it would have 

carried atk weight. But if the present Commissioners were asked whether 

they thought the men, who are to be appointed in their place, will be pro 
rat fit persons to be so appointed, it will only be natural for them to say that 
the men would not be fit men to become Commissioners. Could, therefore, the 
Council rely much on the opinions of the present Municipal Commissioners? And 
as regards the Magistrates, there can be only two opinions. In the first place, 
the Magistrates have naturally to consult the Munivipal Commissioners, ands 
they are much influenced by their opinion. Moreover, as Hon. Members are 
aware, in Mofussil Municipalities the sub-divisional officers and other Govern- 
ment officials are the Chairmen, and those officers and others en,ployed under 
the Municipality must have strongly advised the Magistrate against the whole- 
someness = the provisions of the Bill; consequently, much reliance cannot be = « 
placed on the opinion of the present Municipal Commissivners. oY 

The Hon. fae BoyKantonatn De said:—I do not see the necessity for 
the substitution proposed by the Hon. Mr. Beverley. When a Municipality is 
once declared by a notification as belonging to the first or the second frst 
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[ (which is the object of the last clause of section 8 of the Bill), it will very 
» easily be known whether the provisions of sections 14, 15, 16 and 24 ara 
fr: applicable to such a Municipa ity. Iam therefore opposed to the amendment 

; balore the Council. he ag 





















The Hon. Mr. Dampier said:—I should like to explain, shortly, why 
I intend to vote for the amendments which are now before the Council. 


re opinion was, and is, that in deciding on the degree of municipal 
ne to be exercised by any Municipality, the Executive Government _ 


left absolutely free to judge whether it will admit to full manicipal 
or whether it will impose restrictions, Whichever direction the Liew 
i ] Governor may wish to take, he should have a level road before him, 
i rinciple I admit to tave been rejected by this Council on my amen 

i understand the principle of the amendment before the Souncil now 
\ the Council shall affirm that, subject to exceptions, every Fate ; 


. - Municipality under the old law is qualified to. exercise 
ie As I have said, I do not a, to that view, but the Council h 
accept my views, I come ad to those of the Hon, Mover 


amendment, and I vote for fis amendment, which says that, 
we-acknowledge every such town to be qualified to exercise 








the whole dead weight in favour of full privileges. 

utenant-Govérnor wishes to restrict any, Municipality in the exer- 

h full privileges, he has to go uphill. Ifhe does not act within six 

then the full elective system takes effect in each Municipality. I accept 
as something better than the principle of the Bill as it so 

makes this Council undertake the classification of Municipalities 

rding to degrees of privilege to be exercised; therefore I shall vate for 4 

he amendment. 

~ Tam not surprised that the Hon. Member opposite (Mr. Macaulay) did 

not care to answer what I detained the Council so ieee in saying. It appears 
to me that he has not answered it in any single point, and as my amendment 
has fallen to the ground, perhaps it is not necessary to do so. But I should 

my like to know whether I correctly heard the Hon. Member to say that in 
« my speech I said that this Council had heard the last note of opposition sounded 
to the extension of municipal freedom, 

Z The Hon. Mr. Macautay.—What I said was that 1 hoped that the Council 
had heard the last note of opposition to the principle of the municipal fran- 
chise. I proceeded to point out that whereas the Hon. Mr, Dampier’s 
amendment, which had been lost, adhered to the principle of the old Bill, 
he had abandoned that, and adopted the amendment of Mr. Beverley. 
~The Hon, Mx. Damrmr continued —Taking the Hon. Member's sentence 
exactly as now ber 1 repudiate the position that anything 1 have said to-day 
can be construed into any opposition to the principle of municipal franchise. 
My dissent to the Select Committce’s report, and my amendments, only raised 
a question as to the mechanism by which the applicability of that principle 
to individual cuses shall be judged. 

The Hon. Member mentions my connection with the Act of 1876. 1 say 
that, whatever he has been able to say to-day in favour of a further extension of 
tle municipal system, is due to the development of that system under the Act 
of 1876. The reasons for imposing the restriction of section 16 of the 
Act of 1876 existed eight years ago, and I have said to-day that the reasons 
still exist in some degree. But | think that although the reason for caution 
exists, the particular way of being cautious on which section 16 of the Act 
of 1876 insisted has been found to fail, and that, therefore, iv should be 

abandoned. - 

“Then the Hon, Member has spoken about the anticipation of dreadful 

things which were to happen, and the terror which was felt by Members who 

wished to be cautious in our progress. Ou tle present occasion, he has 

h nothing from me to which such expressions can be applied, for I have 

udiously avoided using a single word of exaggeration, or anything which 
~ should have a sensational effect. 

-._ Much has been made by the Hon. Harbuns Sahai of the fact that the 

sr age Governor, the Executive Government, might at any moment 

or. franchise any Municipality. Has not there been other legislation in India 

- on the subject of local self-government? Has any other legislature seen the 

of this objection? Has Bombay, has the legislature passing the law for 

entral Provinces, or any other Province? Has not the legislation for 

winees adopted the principle of leaving it to the Local Government to 

the power of aan al privileges which experience may show 
unwisely conferred? 1 speak under correction, J am not aware 
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is so or not. 
son, Member said that we have ample materials before us to - 
he proper action iu each case. 1 will again take Uterparah. 
id that we have sufficient materials here? Does not one of the 
parties pray this Council to call for the records of the 
ent in the Medical and pti Departments, where 
fully discussed and considered, before taking upon itself 
deliberate decision then arrived at by the Government ag to 
pholding the franchise? Which alternative is it? Is it 
nm. are already fully placed before this Council ? Or is 
x for the time being called for a number of unneces- 
to a decision on the subject ? 


he . ‘ 





One more point ‘was this.—The Hon. Member, the mover of the 
ment, has given a string of instances in which not only the local offi 
Muncipal Commissioners, have objected to the elective system being introdu 





To these it has been speciously replied that the Municipal Commissioners — 
iba ihe 
) that theeg. » 


are not the elect of the people, and, with somewhat l+ss of deli 
been said by the Hon. Mantes opposite (Babu Harbuns Sahai t 
gentlemen (I am putting a gloss upon his words) have not the ind 

and impartiality by which the coming men will be distinguished. Putting: — 
aside any considerations for the public good, ey have, ‘according to ‘the 
Hon. Member, simply exerted themselves, not only by giving an opinion 
against the clective system, but by influencing the opinions of the local officials, 
to prevent the introduction of election so as to uvoid being turned out of 
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their places by the elected men. I would ask the Hon. Member what elso. 


we are to do to get at the opinions of the people? Do not these Municipalities,» .. 


as a general rule, contain certain independent members? Have. not ‘the 
Government, as a tea rule, added to its own servants, as Municipal Com- 
missioners appointed by Government, several independent non-officials? Men 
of the very class who may expect to come in by election? And, if so, I ask 
whether municipal bodies so constituted are not the nearest approach available 
to us to ascertaining the wishes of any particular community concerned ? If 
this is not the nearest approach to the expression of popular feeling, have Hon. 
Members who take the other view anything better to give us? If, in such 
and such Municipalities the Commissioners have voted against the elective 
system, can Hon. Members, who answer us by saying that the present muni- 
on bodies consist of interested men whose opinions are worthless, say— 
‘“* Here we lay before you now the real representations of what may be called 
reasonably the sense of that particular community on this point?” They 
have nothing of the kind to show us. 

The Hon. Mx. Reyxoips moved that the further debate on the amendment 
be nijeesest to the next meeting of the Council. 

he motion was put and agreed to. 
The Council was pajoutties 1 to Saturday, the 2nd February 1884. 
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“Statenient showing Kainfall, Weather. and State and Pruspects of the Crovs in the di i 
. * of Bengal, as reported to Government duriny the week endiny the 2nd Whee ibe neato 
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- Tafees | District, and date of 
No return. 


Character of the weather, state and prospects of the eropa, and 
state of health at date, 
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bh Western Vistricts. 









1 |Bardwan, Feb. 2 ’es! Nil Wenather—bas again become coll nnd clear. Prospects of rudbee crops and 
sugareane not very eood, Pricos rising. Coarse rice solling at 144 seers per 
rupeo. Public heaith fair, 

2 |Bankoora, » 2a Nil |Weather—cold and clear. Sugarcane, pe #, mustard and cotton are the principal 
crops now in the field. Pressing o' garcano has begun in some places, 





Price of rice 17 to 22 scers per rupee. Public health good. 
Wenther—sonsonable. Harvesting of amun paddy com 
turn is about 6 annas in the Rampore Haut sub-d 
z doing fairly. Mrice of rice baa risen. Public health good, 
we 4 |Midnapore, n 2» Nil eer —sexsonuble. Winter crops doing well Public hoalth fair, except at 

ntni. 








ed, Probuble ont. 


3 8 |tecrthoom, . % »| Nil 
ion, Winter crops 



















6 |Hooghly, o 3» Nil |Weather—scasonable. Cold-wenther crops doing well, Public health good. 
_|llowrab, w 6 Vil [Weather - warmer than last week, Amun hurvert, save on the lowest lands, has 
been reaped. The outturn has been very little below the average. Sugarcane 
- is being cut and yields good results, Prospects of vold-weather crops fair, 
f Prices stutionary. Public health good, 
Central Districts. 
6 |#+-Pergunnabs, Feb. 4 84) Nil |Wenther—sensonable Winter crops promising well. Public health generally 
« good, . 
7 |Naddea, » 2a Nil |Weathor—bright, sunny, and warm for this time of tho year. Harvesting of 
: mug, kalai and arhar still going on. Cutting of sugarcane continues. 
Public health good, z 
6 |Khooloa, » 2 | Nil |Wenther—cold and foggy in the mornings. Amun almost harvested ; outturn 
on the avernge 12 anneg. State of standing crops geod. 
Q |Jessore, wn 2» Nil |Weather—bright, with cold mornings. Mustard and peas are being gathered, 
or spring sowings of 


Prospects of winter crops favourable Cultivation 
indigo and other crops going on Goneral health fair. Sporadic cases of 
" cholera repoited from Magurah and Bongong. 

10 |Mvorsliedabad, ,, 2 Nil [Weather—seasonuble. Rudbee crops gettivg cn well, and prospects very favour. 


a ublic health good, 
Wenther—warm in the day and cold in the night, Sugarcane is still being cat 


with » fair average yield, Mastard and pulses reported fair, R ge welling 

at 13 to 18 seers per rupee. 

Weather—cold. Prospects of winter crops generally favourable throughout the 

district, Public heatth fair. 

Weather —seasonulle Prospects of standing srons good, Harvesting of amun 
brought to a close, Prospects of wheat, tobacco, mustard, and potatoes 

favourable. Onltivation of land for aus rice and jute going on. Slight fall in 

prices reported from Gaibanda 

Werather—still cold and dry. Amun hax yielded about four ennns. Mustard ia 
being reaped. Pulses and suga:cane doing well. A few cases of fever reported 
from Shibgunge ; otherwise public health fair. 

Weather—getting warmer, Prospects of cold-weather crops fair, Ruin would 
do them good. Public health improving. 

Weather—cold and rather misty at times. Snow fell on the Ist February ix 

Darjeeling. Wheat and barley crops are still very backward for want of ‘rain 

and in the bills show no signs of maturing. Lu the [vrai sugarcane and to- 

bneco are said to be progressing fairly. 

Weather—cold «nd seasonuble, Harvesting of amun completed, Mustard being 
collented, Other standing crops good. 





11 {Pieagepore, Feb, 1°84) Nil 





Raybabye, 



























‘euther—cold. Pressing of sugarcane and harvesting of mug and kalai 
continue. Boro paddy being sown. Linseed and khesari flowering. Prospects 
of crops promising. blic health good, 

Weather—cold. Harvesting of amun completed; outturn eight annas. Cold~ 
weather crops promising, Fever abating. A few cases of sporadic cholera 
reported from four thanas, 

Wonther—seasonable. Cold-weather crops want rain, Public health fair 

Weather—cloudy and warmer Rudbbee crops are being cut; outturn not known. 


‘eathor—bright ard seasonably cold, Winter crops doing well. Prices steady, 
Fever reported from one thana, otherwise general health fair, Cuttle-disease 





good. Pi 
bright weather for the Inet four days Crops doing well. Sagareano being 
cnt; outturn not quite #0 good as ust your. Mustard being reaped; crop 


ith ggod. , 
= Winter crops doing well. Fublic health good, 


——_—_—_——. 
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2A |Patnn, Weather—sensonable. Rubdee crops on low lands aud where 
possible are fair. Cutting of sugarcano going on. Public rally 








god, - 
27 |riye Woather—fnir, with a strong westerly breeze throughout the day. Tureching ot 
got vet finished, Rubdee crops doing well. Koppy promising, 





ached 





4 eal A, 
; 28 |Shahabad, » Sw Nil ethene rehl with westerly wind. Poppy doing well, Rubsee crops are atill 
7 5 Sa Inasee * | ' i eshead and oar re ainsi _ Cite = 
=> Yarbhanga, ” ” Nil euther—srasonable ; west wind blowing. pects of rn ne hecom- ~~ 
| a ing worse for want of rain, Small-pox prevails in the town of Dertkedee! 5 
} 


FH rices rising eighty. 
Nil RwSbee crops are now in flower, and rain at present would probably do more 


80 |Mozufferpore. 4 2 ow 
harm than good, 


8] [saren, » 8 Nil Weather—brigit and cold; weat wind blowing. No sign of rain, Prospects of 
rubbee crops on irrigated lands fair; on uairrigated lands Shay are Qulleeiae from 
want of moisture. Wheatand barley getting into esr Peas and mustard 

| ripening. Voppy doing well, Common rice selling at 13 seers per rapee. ~ 
| Causes of rmall-pox reported ; otherwise public health good. 

82 |Chumpearan, w 2iw Nil Weather—seasonable, Prosvects of rubbee crops where irrigation is impossible 
are becoming duily worse for want of rain, Public health good. 

83 |Mongbyr Feb, 2°34) Nil |Weather—seusonable West wind set in. Rain much wanted for the rubbean 
crows Which promise fairly well, Prices nearly stationary, Pablic health 














84 |Bbagulpore. w fw Nil Weuther—colder than previous week, Strong west wind, Outturn of, wheat 
and barley expectd to be poor. Rice selling at from 12 to 16 seers per 





rapee. 

85 | Purnesh » 2 Sil Strona cold westerly wind. Crops everywhere suffering from want of rain. 
Mangoes begun to blossom in some parts  Pablic health eood, » 

” Nit Weather—cold, fair, and dry ; wind westerly, Rubbee crops deing well, but rain 

| iswanted., On tho deara land salai is being gathered, Price of rice station- 


or 


26 |Maldah, ” 


ary Public health good. - 
” Nil Weithar—getting warm and windy, bat «till cool and pleasant Winter rice 
| harvest over; district outturn about 4 or 5 aunas short of the average, Ae 
the clouds have pusced off without any rain, the rubbee prospects are . 
Redbbee crops fair in Rajmahal, Pakeur and Godda, but for the restof the. 
district on a tough estimate the yield will be about half to one-third the 


‘ x | average. 
| 
| 
| 


te 


37. |Sonthal Perghe, ., 





ry 


Par & 88 jCuttack, Feb, 1 ‘84 Nj) Weathor—soasonable, Days warm. Renping of sarad rice completed all over 
the district, except in same porteof the Kendraparnl sub-division, Datwar 

. tiew growing well. Rablee crops being gathered with favourable outturu, _, 
Price of rice almost unchanged. Public health generally good, - 
89 |Pooree, Jan 3l Nil Weatior seasoumble. Sarad rice being harvested and threshed Dalua ries 

Ft promi: ugnreane being crushed. Miscellaneous crops doing * 












aes ioe selling at from 18} to 314 Calcutta sears per rupee. 7] 
still lingers in Bunpur, Public hes Ith goud. T 

40 | Uulasore, Fabs. ‘2 as Nil ‘Weather—seasonable, Exportation of rice going on very largely. _Rubbeo doing 

be well, but the sroa grown with thease crops is insignificant, Cholera’ in the: 

a } Balasore town bad. = 
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ca CHOTA NAGPORE 


a South-West Frontier ' } 
Ls Agency. ns 


3 4) \Hozoribagh, Feb 1°84 Nil |Weather—oold and seasonable, Prospects of winter crops not improved. 
‘ ' continue suave a* luwt week, Smull-pox still prevalent in the Sudder 
Public health generally good ii 
Nil |Weather—bright und clear, Prospects of rubbee in Palamow and B 
bad gloomy from want of rain, but fuir in Barwon, Priceof rice rink 
4 Lohardugga. Vublic health good exe pt in Barwan, whero fever iv 
a 43 |Singbhoom, » don Ni} Wenther—sunny and warm, Oilseeds aud some kinds of pulses aro 
a. | harvested. Expected outtarn 10 annas, Prices stationary, Cut 
; ae reported from thana Chyebussa, General health good. : 
Hy. 44 |Manbhoom, " Weuther-- seasonable. Pressing of suwercane going on. Oaty 
ih: | other rubles crdpa doing well Rien solling at 20 seers par 
eg Purntia market, Public health generally ri | except a few cnses 
¥ by tebe randea, and cattlo-por from IT in the Gow! 
ue: vision. 













" ee 42 |Lohardugya, : » 2» 
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ha Published for general information. 
Oavoorra, Statistican Derr., 


BF The Sth February 1884. 








PRICES-CURRENT OF FOOD-GRAINS, FIREWOOD, AND SALT IN THE DISTRIOTS ~~ 
OF BENGAL FOR THE FORTNIGHT ENDING 3isr JANUARY 1884, 
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MEMORANDA. 





=~. Dunne the week ending 19th January 1884, births and deaths wore recorded in. the £4 
;; , first class Municipalities in Bengal at the rates, respectively, of 25-4 and 26-9 per 1,000 “= 
against 23°4 and 26 per 1,000, respectively, during the preceding week ending 12th January, ; 

indicating on improvement in the registration of both events, particularly of births. . 











EE. : em These events were recorded in the highest proportions in tho following Munici- ag 
~ aE palities:— ty 
Births. Deaths. : 
= Ratloper | Ratio pei = 
2 miile, mille. “ . 
m ‘ B pore .. «» 462 | Burdwan .. Ae) G) “+ 
ben Burdwan es os §689:7 Purneah ss « §=48:5 
F Durbhanga .. +» 862 Suburbs of Caloutta .. 40:9 
& Gya Ey «. 348 Gya ce +. 869 
Serampore .. oe 20:4 
Bhagu'pere .. ss 29:0 
a (3) Referring to the principal death-causes, cholera is reported to have proved fatal at 
ee the rate of °6 per 1,000 of population against the samo proportion in the preceding week ; 
a small-pox at ‘9 against “5 000 ; fever at 13°1 against 11-9 per 1,000; bowel-complaints 
, at 4°2 against 4°3 per 1,000; injury at “4 against -2 per 1,000; and other causes at 77 
» a . against 8:5 per 1,000. ‘The noticeable feature presonted by theso figures is that the morta- 


lity from fever had increased at a sensible rate. 
(4) Of thé above-named diseases cholera, small-pox, fever and the diseases classed 
under the head of “ Other causes” were most fatal to life in tho following Munioi- 


palities :— 
V . Cholera. Small-por, Fever. Other causes. 

“ Ratio per Ratio per Ratio por Ratio per 
> mille. mille, millo, muille, 
jer Howrah .. 20 | Durbhanga 47 | Purneah  45°0 | Poori dis +. 193 

| Gya 41 Burdwan 881 | Suburbs of Caleutta .. 151 
. Bhagulporo wo 18 
6 | Dacen ‘es so OVE 
tgp (5) Under the heads of Sex, Class and Age the mortality stands as follows :— 
aot decording to Sex, According to Cluss, eAccording to Ige. 
Ss Pamala walla a 
= Oy in, tl 
Pty Males +» 288 | Christians ~ £3 Under | year -» 1926 
i « Females «. 247 | Hindus «+ 255 land unier Syears., 82°6 
wee Ratio of male Mahomedans .. 30°9 5oandunder10 , .. 150 
io denths toevery Budhists +» 242) 10 andunderl5 ,, .. 149 
bn 100 female | Wand under2v , .. 19-3 
<: deaths .. LL 20 and under 30 ,, .. 170 







30 and underd0 ,,) .. 19-0 
40 and underd50 ,,  .. 206 
50 andunder60 ,, .. 32:9 
60 years and upwards.. = 647 


. R. Lippernace,  p., 
=] +The 4th February 1884. Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal, 
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Tnckes, s 
The mean pressure of the seven days By . a 29°983_ 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, S_G,’s Office . 2900076" 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine of the seven days Pr rt) 65 ae 
@ ae 
‘ 23 


The mean temperature of the seven days one " "| = 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G.’s Olfice 690% 


The extreme variation of temperature during the seven duys <i w 328 

The maximum temperature during the seveu doys sai age w. 826 
. The highest velocity of the wind in one hour during the seven days si =~ 

The highest pressure of the wiud on one square foot during the seven days «Not 


The mean relative humidity during the seven days sie ‘ ae 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, S. G ’s Office ... 
















The’ total fall of rain from 27th January to 2nd February 1884 oo 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8S. G’s Office... * 
Tlie total fall from Ist January to 2nd February 1884 . oF era 
— average fall of the corpenone ng period for 24 years, 8. G.’s Office ... “tat ( 
The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces jarograph : 

and from Dbasi visions made at Gh, 10h, 16h, and 22h, oe se = 
P Tbe maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering ert 
thermometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard ; 





on 
a4 Kew Observatory. They are exposed under # thatched shed open at the sides, and are 
- aboverthe ground. E we os 1 
ae The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard 
BF formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. ses 
‘The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables 11], 1V, and V of the official 


a 
£ “feteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August's formula, — 
R _ . The direction of the movemeut of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s 

aren ‘The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground, tm 

| * ge fog; = dew. iy ; 








Mufronovoorat Ormice, Inpia, 








a ipo ; 
L Results | of the Thermometrical Observations taken at the aeoosineiead Office, 
----- Ghowringhee, from 27th January to 2nd February 1884. 

















‘ The mean temperature of the seven days oe - 683 
‘Vhe extreme variation of temperature during the seven days ... ww «816 4 
se The maximum temperature during the seven days oa ae 848 - 
~ /. 
° The mean relative humidity during the seven days s « & ae 
‘The total fall of rain from 27th January to 2nd February 1884. Nil “ae 
The mean temperature and humidity are obtained by applying to the mean of the 10h, 16h, and » 
minimum readings a correction dependent on the range, and derived from the hourly observations cor, 
at the Surveyor-General’s Office, Chowringhee, in past years. e - 
. Mereonciocican Orrice, Inpia, Heneay F, Kranronn, oi 
The 4th February 1881. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. «% 













PUBLIO,WORKS DEPARTMENT, IRRIGATION BRANCH, ” saneats 
Statements, showing the total amount of traffic and tolls on the Circular and Eastern Canals and We 


Rivers for the month of October 1883. 


(CIRCULAR CANAL.) 





































Unrecovered balance on 





| Atmount of tolage for the 


















“MEMORANDUM. 
the Int of the month e 
‘month 


Tornace or Boats. 


5,85,400 
41,100 
8,950 

86,100 
6,000 
5,28,850 
19,500 
1,850 
750 
22,375 

9,95 825 
7,900 

5,14,875 
7,450 
4,000 
9,425 

"325 
80,950 
15 5, "350 

525 





4,500 
7,1 75 
28,800 
1,075 
11,500 
1,51,050 
175 
1,450 
6,475 
6,025 


~36,23,890 | 31,60,775 
25,44,995 | 23,02, 


23,02,625 | _, 


16,71,750 


| Arruoximats | 
Nature or Canco. —————————— oe 
| Welxht of | Value of | 
cargo, earzo, 
2CAL ‘TRAFFIC | 7 - 
(1.—Private). Mas. Rs. 
* |.Coal Ms 2,90,700 72,600 
Roadstone ves 550 50 
bas 4,075 8,500 
oS 40,150 30,140 
ier 2,950 600 
sw] 2,50,000 1,25,000 
7,700 2.900 
600 4,200 
100 2,000 
600 2,25,000 
5,00,200 20,00,800 
8,500 1,500 
2,50,800 7,82,350 
3,400 6,900 
i 1,800 7,200 
Mustard-seed 3,175 12,000 | 
Castor-seed 150 300 
Other oils 15.000 55,000 
Oil-cake 6,200 9,250 | 
Fruits 12,250 24,250 | 
Vegetables 2,575 5,100 | 
Tobacco 1,300 6,800 | 
Spices 1,100 8,900 
Cocoanut 350 500 
Grass for cattle 1,000 £00 
Lo. for ce 2,000 1,°00 
Straw 3,050 1,525 
61 | Betel-nuts 13,200 79,000 | 
3 | Sugar, unrefined 400 4,000 | 
Jaggery ne 5,300 8,700 | 
© 241 Balt” ae 56,257 1,68,000 
~ 2 | Cattle 5 10 50 
19 | Hides aes 600 8,000 | 
24 | Bones ron 2,850 1,475 
23 | Dry fish 1,200 4,800 
3,551 Total <56 14,85,092 
3,359 | Total of same month 12,54,305 
-—— | last year. ee | | 
MIsceLLANrous. 
@5,256 | Passenger, empty, tam- 5,57,150 12,62,500 
arind, golepatta, 
. onion, ps babla- 
wood, wheel, cane, but- 
ter, bambooe, fowls, 
planks, shells, tin, box, 
* Chinaware, thread, 
| tiles, flour, &e, 
1,609 | Boats under 25 maunds 
é Demurrage Sie 
Excess to is 
Total oon beers 57, 150| | 
-_— 
6,021 | Total of same month| 1,2 720, 0,000 | "8,02 02, 000 | 
— last year. pats Sa nen, 
10, 416 | Grand Total 20,42,242 48,86,390 
——_—--—_ | —_ — ——__|.. 
“3,560 — et song bith same 13,74,805 38,46,995 
~~. ) mo as 





























































56,133 


18,71,760 ) 
3,20,650. 
47,382,525 





TOLLY’S NULLATI. 


APPROXIMATR 


Toxnaar ov Bota. 





Weight of cargo. Value of cargo, 








Locat Trarric 

















































(Privar«.) Mds. | Rs. 
Coal 82,+20 | 17,070 
Roadstone 8200, 800 
' Bricks a 20,00" 23,000 
t Tiles a 15 10 
A Aen | Barthenware 6,229 5,682 
Ms i Sand 9,605 2,489 
Lime 115 | 115 
, Timber 710 } $55 
. Firewood 1,28,500 | 32,250 
3 | Iron 56 265 
Brass 160 4,900 
Cotton 305 6.015 
paw aors (Buropean) 20 9,000 
Tut 625 2,375 
184 Paddy a 37,825 37,825 
1,467 | Rice as 1,54,436 3,77,305 
Gram one 3,400 10,200 
6 | Other cereals 166 526 90% 
85 | Mustard-seed 8,240 12,960 
‘ 2 | Castor-seed 150 750 
, 1 | Til 200 600 
2 | Other oilseed 600 1, 800 | 
- 56 er oils oy 2,532 7,851 | 
1 | Oil-cake x 75 150 | 
57 | Vegetables 4,002 4,149 | 
28 | To se 4,330 25,600 
~ + -6 | Spices aay 3g 712 
r _ 1 | Turmeric e 1 75 
“8 | Cocoanut a 85 85 
878 | Straw ‘i 33,815 21,358 
“4... 2 | Betel-nuts < i 
rs “8 | Sugar, refined wes 400 3,200 
bo., unrefined ae 125 1,000 
| Jaggery ‘ 4,775 17,528 | 
Salt 6,496 | 17,645 | 
Cattle 20 400 
88 Total 4,590,021 | 6,44,304 
AIS are! ee — 
: _ Bilse Total of sime month 11,02,371 "16,67, 130 | 
x last year. | 
Misce.1.annovs. 
Empty ger, fish} 4,00,738 | 15,00,651 
_ plank, golepatta, 
_ chira; eg thread, 
tse 
“ad ler 25 ad AY 
'Demu an 
15,00,651 
97,197 | 
ai, 45, 046 | 
e46,62,927 | 











788,100 



















Maunds, Tons, 
| Rs. a. P 
65,600 2,041 254 10 
6,400 228 | 24 060 0 
46,225 1,050 178 & 6 ~ & 
100 3 070 4 
11,059 394 245 8 6 2c 
19,825 690 7690 28 
250 8 14 ¢ “Sam 
1,500 4 5 0 ae 
2,61,725 9,346 1,926 9 0 
350 2 9 0 cua 
350 12 110 9 
750 26 6 9 6. am 
1,225 43 5 6 $c 
1,800 | 46 1l 6 0° ime 
74,750 2,669 654 2 6 Rg 
; 7 2,087 15 6 Yam 
°59°8 0 am 
769 > 
17@ 5 Sige 
oe 
10 15 ” i 
6916 3 J 
18 6 . 
35 6 0 “am 
5218 0 ; 
220 
0 4 60 
200 
. 40114 6 
08 @. 
8 8 6. 
1 So. 
185 0 9 
283 12 0 
014 6 
6,571 14 9 
18,861 2 0 
cee 2 a 
8,22,050 29,357 3,083 3 6 
peas UN “estes 501 12°0 ~ 
Sassy We” teh 219 & 6 
— #8 465 6 
822,050 8.920 13 6 








~ 10.802 11 





|__ 63,682 | 





-NUDDEA RIVERS. 
(1).—Jellinghee River. 











































































APPROXIMATE Toxxaon ov Boars. ee 4 
Natwae oF Cango, . a ‘Tollage, “| 
Woumvet Waa of Maunds. Tons. 2 Cea | | 
74 
Loca, Trarric ned 
(Private). Mads. » Rs. Rs. a. | 
7 4,250 6,875 8,525 304 6845 0 
- 11,925 29,812 21,400 764 err | 
40,150 1,00,375 78,500 2,803 10. kes 
Gram oe 14,100 28,200 26,100 932 19 Caer | 
Pulses and other crops 21,725 43,450 41,500 1,482 811 40. . 
Fruits and vegetables .. 77 1,550 1,425 50 1011 0 
woe 1,825 8,975 8,200 114 32.0 0] 
4,050 40,500 8,400 300 84 0 0 
64 39,425 1,08,418 78,725 2,811 787 4 0 
a 5 425 11,050 1,075 38 10 12 0 . 
4 675 5,400 1,675 59 1612 0 \ 
183 11,200 33,600 21 300 760 218 0 0 
48 ae 17,525 52,575 34,300 1,225 343 0 0 
1 in 50 2.000 100 3 100 
5 26,300 6,575 50,275 1,795 12811 0 
16 1,260 7,500 2,200 78 22 0 0 
* 912 75,450 3,01,400 140,450 5,016 1,404 8 0 
; 1 bss 150 1,500 375 13 3812 0 
rat 5° ve 500 4,000 1,200 42 9 9 0% 
63 o 48,575 1,94,300 95.825 8,404 714.15 0 
5 ve 2,075 6,225 4 225 150 3111 0 | 
28 | Mustard-seed rer 14,200 68,900 26.575 949 199 5 0 
23 | Ghooting aes 7,100 1,776 13,200 471 33.00 y 
mm, 38 Bassbock, S6250; a) wan, || xesses || aeniees dit nat 30 0 e ; 
1 | Bones ae 7 19 175 6 014 O-*-F 
29 | Coal and coke 13,425 6,712 24,875 888 124%6 wus 
. 16 | kirewood ee 285 71 475 16 2.6 Ones 
2 = Earthware and 100 26 250 8 0 bo Ae 
rf carthenpots. Keay 
. Stone plate 7,500 1,875 __ 950 498 129. 8 0 a 
Ws a —sae. ——— _—eOoO OO he 
mn 940 Total =... 3,64,585 | 10,63,557 6.99775 75 |__ 21970 Gia 
” 1,468 | Total of same month 4,86,875 16,29,178 11,90,050 42,484 
4 | last year. 
¥ |  Miscertangous. 
A 800 | Passenger boats oo ae an (ey anga, tis.) “eaters 
3 805 | Empty do. eee evstiee, | Sewaee 2,63,350 
iin . 3 | Straw we5 2,450 712 5,700 
> 14 | Oil-caive dee 2,925 2,925 5,875 
125 | Miscellaneous a 27,325 2.18,600 54,425 
88 | Gunny one 12,775 1,27,750 24,450 
1,285 Total iis 45,875 3,49,987 3,58,800 
e 888 Total of same month eee 
a. last year. 





ee ee 

~~ 2,225 | . Grand Total Eee 
"Fe = 

a » 2,356 | Grand -total of same 
5 | month last year. 


_10,53,575 | _ a | 
~11,00,000 | a 4 





——, 





NUDDEA RIVERS. 


(Il).—Matabhanga River. 


APPROXIMATE 


Weight of 
cargo. 





Locan Traveic Mads. 


_ (PrivatR). 

























19,094 

. 50 

2 875 

175 

1 Bigsthenrware D) 

1 | Sand 60 

j 2 | Lime 1,076 
2 | Firewood 1,150 

13 | Iron 1,606 

1 | Brass 18 

2 se conta F ! 

1 jee: uro an) 20 

3 Gunoy (Indian) “2 i 820 

542 2,82,615 

4 tend 500 

86 5,895 

91 3s,118 

1 ’ 459 

2 5 68 

. 22 “s 11,028 

4 | Linseed i 1,578 

7 | Mustard-seed ae 4,883 

54 | Mastard oil sas 6,275 

, 34 | Other oils “3 6,688 
©» RR | Vogetablon A 1,091 
/.. 11 | Tobacco oes 988 
_- 48 | Turmeric = 2,817 
© 4. | Cocoanut a9 70 
re jie for cattle " 1,400 

- ° ore 30 
400 sa oe 31,163 
Sia - 230 
ap eS Bone - ae 490 

ne te pty boats = sree 

st <4 Miscellaneous a 6,680 
| Total =... 4,26,630 
ean | 

ems a same month 3,62,576 











7,350 
"16,100 


eeeees a 
125 





_— ——— 


23,660 






















vane Maunds, Tons, 
Re. Rs. a. v. 
7,160 31,000 1,148 15 
12 200 7 ? . ° 
46 550 20 16% 
21 425 15 086 
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-2,62,090 |* 





TONNAGH OF Boats. 
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G24 12 0 
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Inrecovered balance on the Ist of the mon'b 
ndumiae 


Amount credited in the aecounts for the month ... 
Balance at the end of the month . 





































* The balance shown above was the amount remaining to be paad into treasury. - Pees 
w : ge | 
ee NUDDEA RIVERS. i | 
\ - Series 
at (1I]).—Bagiruthee River at Nuddeo Toll Station. as - _ 
— oo = . ? 
% ine } APrRoxIMATE Tornacz or Boats, j Ye 5 
TA near Narcan oy Cano. Tollage, e 
eo ‘Went of | Yaleect Maunds, Tons, aaa cy 
me Loca, Trarric Mas. Rs. Ra. a. P, 
5 (Private). ¥ ee ae 
, ? : 
— =~ 16 | Rice nes 6,600 16,500 12,225 436 9111 0 < 
Wheat ‘is 1,325 3,312 2,575 91 19 5 0 
ram ‘ 1,850 3,700 8,625 129 27 3 0 
ulses and other crops 1,100 2,200 2,025 72 1 8 0 
es 175 1,750 425 15 440. 
aes 49,675 1,36,606 99,375 8,549 ° 99312 0 
“ 1,175 9,400 2,750 94 27 8 O 
one 200 600 500 17 5 00 
, 1,075 48,000 2,275 31 22.12 0 
6 17,400 69,600 32,200 1,150 322.0 0° 
as 375 3,750 850 30 8 8 0 
| 1,525 6,100 2900 103 2112°0 
vel 700 3,150 1,450 61 1014 0 
‘ 1,125 1,125 2,350 83 11 12.0 
1,525 381 2,900 103 7A WAS 
aap 1.000 eseeee cosens s0eeee 0.129" 
ooo 575 287 1,075 88 a 6 . or 
me 25 6 75 2 0 6 0 “| 
and 375 93 950 33 1..38,.0)> 
' ~aa 
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ove 87,800 3,01,560 1,70,525 6,077 


—— ef | caked 


Total of same month 78,975 8,83,687 5,32,100 18,996 
last year. 
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MiscrttaNgous 

Se «723 Passenger boats... Sine | - Ries deta acai ’ 
os, 475 | Empty do. ie tosses bens 4,47,150 15,969 Fw 
B 2 | Straw eee 425 106 850 30 
ob, 118 | Miscellaneous a 27,550 220,400 53,900 
“Tae 22 | Steamers see waere. |  FeeN a6 ve eee ‘ 
ey 16 | Gunny ” 2,625 26.250 5,426 193. 

1,351 Total .. 30,600 | 246,756 | 5,07,325 | 18,117 | __ 
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Grand Total ...| 118,400] 5,483,316 | 6,7,850| 24104 















1,288 | Grand total of same 78,975 |  3,83,687 | 5,82,100 
mouth last year. r ; 





* MEMORANDUM, 
Parococered talonas on the Toohd the mouth “ 









Amount of tollage for 








ee (Purvatz). 
4 | Coat 
8 | Ghooting 
20 | Roadstone 
7 | Sand 
’ 4 | Lime 
1 | Firewood 
5 | Brass 
~ 4. | Silk 
sie Gunny (Indian) 
24 | Jute 
3 | Paddy 
20 | Rice 
30 | Wheat 















last year. 
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51 | Linseed 
61 | Mustard-seed 
1 | Castor seed 
1 | Til 
24 | Other oil-seed 
2 | Mustard oil 
9 | Vegetables 
49 | To 
- 6 | Betelnuts 
7 | Sugar, refined 
¥" Do, unrefined 
Salt 
7 | Saget 
—- 
548 Total 
Total of 
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2,06,988 


1,17,907 
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27,261 
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Rs, a. 
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825 8 4 0 
ROOD | ccevee 80 0 46 
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ry Cr are 444 0. Soom 
7.725 | veeses 7 4 0 a 
3,809,825 | esses 2,755 8 6 a 
217,825 | see | 1479 6 6. oem 

Bey 
9 
asus 139 120 <9 
1,13,650 142 1 0-2 

1,825 13 4,0 +8 

62,000 620 0 0 
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suka’ “WN -elaty 030 

1,76,975 | serves 915 4 0 

1,78,054 | ws 

5,60,800 3,670 12 6 

3,96,279 2,371 8 0 






"aosraact Fon a MONTH OF poe a 1668, 









Tuarric, 1885-84, 





Omcunar axp Easrern 
Oanals, 




































































~ T.—Cirenlar Canal we | 40,878 1 a 1,823,012 9 8| 22,490 6 0| 1,081 12 . 
© TL—Tolly’s Nullah “| g0l392 11 964,809 9 9} 24381 9 0 1,22,11 8 DB 
————— — —— | — ——— —_ ti 
Total .../ 51,270 13 0| 246,822 3 0/| 48,871 15 0 2,80,250 0 | 
Nuppea Rivers. , rn wa i ie 
© I—Jellinghee river sae 7,099 14 0 38220411 0 8,696 5 0 29,479 16 o 
_TL—Matab! anga river ik 12,110 15 6 62,242 11 6 9,054 4 0 48,542 
InH.—B thee Rie at | 
: uddea toll-station . 8,085 2 0 19,855 6 0 2,116 7 0 s 
IV.—Ditto at Jungypore , 17,927 10 . 
J ot toll-station oes 3,670 12 6 44,232 12 0 2,371 8 0 41,263 2 0 
Re Total les: 25,966 12 0| 1,58,535 8 o 22,2448 8 0] 1,387,218 6 6 
a Guaxp Tora. ...| 77,287 9 0| 4,05,867 11 6| 69,120 7 0| 967403 6 © 





or. Carcurta, ©. W. ODLING, > 


a, ei , A ¥ a 
a The 4th February 18%4, Under-Secretary to the Govt. of Hengak. ~~) i 
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WIRHOOT STATE RAILWAY. 


Tearric Derartmeyr. 


Statemitnt showing Tucreases and Decreases in Maundage of Principal Staples carried over the Line during the 
month of December 1583, as compared with the corresponding period of 1882. 








GENERAL REMARKS AND EXPLANATIONS. 


The total quantity of goods carried during the month of December 1888 aggregated mannds 3,86,555, as compared with mannds 
carried during the corresponding perind of 1882, and maunds 3,46,210 carried during the previous month, showing an increase of yt 

maunds 36,666 in one case, and maunds 40,345 in the other . ; 
; Of the several increases and decreuses the following are the most prominent oves and worthy of separate explanation :— 





re Incrnasxs, A 


Lime and kunker ., os Mds. 4645 
Due to sae building of a new Indigo Factory near Dooly, and to the Hajeopore Extension, ) 


Mds. 5,243 
The increase under this hend is duc to the stock in the local markets being exhausted. 
© Railway materiols ... See Mda, 18,389 
Due te atari for Hajeepore Extension being worked up to Mozufferpore. 













Mds, 47,275 
The farenrsble rates now ruling i in the Calcutta market having induced merchants to import largely. he 
Saltpetre Md, = 19,662 
~* Due to the high rates at the ‘port during the early portion of the month and the oxtension of the lime. wn 
Decurasss. <~* 
















Conl Mds. 80,220 
The completion of tha Civil Courte at Motihari and Durbbungs, Moharnjah of Darbhunga’s palace, and the Eastern and Wer 
) Bxtensions of this Railway, accounts for this Sesrentes. = 









Pood-grains ww % — ie Mds, 5516 
Due to the task crop this season, 
Beeds Made. 18,296 





“ rtm thor Gloomy prospects of the coming tonson and the. consequent hi ices likely to be Tolley siesieanerss 
; igh p iy 





- Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 


a EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 26th January 189A on 1,609} miles open, 
San ERR sree 































MBuCHANDISR axp Muveman 
CoactiG TRa¥ic. Pnavnie, | 





Tharvic TRatn-Mitme RUN, q 
—_—_—| —__ssrrie_louhs arsine lrotat earnings | nnn nit | 
Conohing ‘ i ‘ : 
Weight carriod.| Reooipts, Coaching, | Merchan | Total. ck 
Re ar. Maa,» | Rs, a. ¥. Rs. 4. | Re ar. | | 





225,407 | °2,04,272 8 0 | 27,606,077 20 | 7,398,148 13 7) -1NMOG 0 4! 10,51,187 813, eB-70Ry 
imi 2 wenees wo 8 Pr ay 66 6 1 <n 


| 
20,40,908 5 1) 02,9881 8) 28,75,305 8 9 170,109] Bae,0008 | ast.goo 
37,70,017 2 8) 71,11012 0 39,20,082 14 8 26,8058 | ara Teeh 723,020% 


ie bee eee 


426,087% | 1017304 








520,634 | 782,148 8 0 75,06, 082 90 


766,101 | 10,76421 0 0 



































190,002 | 2,460,589 12 8 27,05,853 30 | 6,045,013 0 17,45 1 3) 607,061 1011) 68,005 


| | 
snore W310 4 wean sie & ns 2 om. A} . 


| 
732,405 881,201 0 2) 1,06,05,218 10) 24,15,607 14 0 70,010 5 8 3405275 4 7 thaso2 | 455,642 
' 


116,908 184.897 


| 718,196 


























































































































































































© ‘This increase is principally in third class trafic, and is duo to the Magh MélA at Allahabad. SS 
Approximate Statement of gross receivts of the East Indian Railway, prepared in acvordance with Public Works Depart 
Circular No. XXI, Railway, dated 23rd July 1883. Parnes 
Toran necurets row tor | ‘Toran RECEIPTS FROM st 
YOR WERK ENDING | RECEIPTS POR WERK ENDING r- : 
"STP JANUARY 1883, 26TH JANUARY 1884, APRIL 1582 et ag JANUARY | APRIL 1583 *e eerie JANUARY | | 
. S —— ie pie — 7 ‘Tutal increase | Total decrease 
mu 
Per | Mean | | Por | Mean Por | Menn | | Per | = es, 
mile |mileage; Recolpts, | milo [mileage Total receipts.) mily (milenge) Total receipta,| mile | “ 
* |worked,/worked, frorsan,|wornony worked. worked, [warked 
es a a Se 
| | | | | ] 
Ra, Ra, Rs, | Ra, | Ba, | Ra, Rs. Re. Re. 
1,500 | 10,651,187 ad 1,6008 3,60,00,707 iid 1,009) | 4,29,01,168 | 7,90! 45,04,401 
| - 
* PATNA AND GYA STATE RAILWAY. mee 
m Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 26th Junuary 1884 on 67) miles open. 
< twit f = 2 eect 2 
" Coacmrxa Taarvic, | MuRcHanpisn axp MinguaL Toran TRAIN-MILES RUB: 
¥ 2 Other earnings | 
Ee tae A eee | (estimated), ‘Total earnings. 
Coaching | Weishtenrried.| Receipts. | Coaching >| Total. © 
——— ; 
Rs. a. P. Mds. 6. | Rs, a. Pr. Re a. v. | Re. a. P. 
4.083 140 $2503 10) 9,005 10 0 moO 4.423 18 1,830 
7 21 763 10 68 13 6 1 4.0 1 OG Sue ane — 
4,253 10 0 16013 0 22,080 1 0) +880 iste 6700 
19,237 8 0 = 8 peo 25 2 _ 20,608 16 = 0725 | 2,340 ary 
‘ al oe 9.983 6.25012 0 82,400 30 287812 0 o7 12 0 6107 4 0) Lass | ato ame 0 
o yar. ms i a7 30 wo 58 ten 13 61) ue oe (eee 
‘\rvlous your pS “a 48,3124 | 26,902 12 6 1,27,690 10 | 1,901 6 0 a8 8 0} 38,0710 4 6,839 2,805 | 20 
pproximate Statement of gross receipts of the Patna and Gya State Railway, prepared in accordance with Public Works Depart. 
ant ment Circular No. XX1, Railway, duted 23rd July 1883. 
ssimnmeanabs ESRF RES: e = - a 
TOTAL RRCKIPTS PROM IST Toran uncerrts PROM ler | ' # 
| RBCHIPTS YOR WEEK HNOING | 6 Apart: ins? to 2 APKIL Iys3_ To 2h 
term Janvany 16s. JaKUAuy 1883," PTaxUaRY 1984. | 
bad Totu) increase | Total docrnase 
ip 1884. | in 1894, 
Receipts, | nile [enn Total recoipta,|_anslo. utlenge} Total receipts, | mii 
io ty - i mile 
worked. feorked., o worked, worked, ISO worked. 
Rs. Ra. Re, Rs, Res. Ks, Me 
ww or 4,15,999 7.273 | 87} $,70,067 | OARS one 0402 
' BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. 
Weekly Statement of Traffic Receipts. 
_—— ee ——— —==2— SS 
RRckIPTs VOR WEEK RXDING (Tora: Kuycrirte ruom 1st . 
JARU AR! Total | 'orgent 
Total increase Aocreuse lolinerease 
To 6th Deoom- | 168d. in 1833, jor 
bor 1883, | 
— —— 
Re a, v.! * 
wok 






8,25,408 
251,723 0 0 
17,095 0 0 
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..~ LIBERALITY OF KUMAR GIRIJANATH ROY OF DINAGEPORE, 


No. 364, dated Calcutta, the 7th February 1884. 


From—Oorman Macavtay, Esq., Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, Munpl. " 

| Po—The Commissioner of the Rajehahye cad Cooch Behar Division. silat 
~ Lam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 280Mct., 
28rd October 1883, and subsequent report, in which you state that 
ar Girijanath Roy of Dinagepore has expressed his desire to extend the 
» works of the town of Dinagepore at his own expense for the benefit 
wtownsmen, and that he has deposited a sum of Rs. 5,000 in the 
nt treasury as a first instalment of the funds that will be required 
» work. The total cost of the scheme is estimated to amount to 





‘ 
Tn reply, 1 aw directed to request that you will be good enough to 


proof of his publie spirit and liberality. The Public Works 
_ will be ipanantid to make arrangements ‘for conducting the 
ryeys, and for preparing the detailed plans and estimates of 


» Kumar an expression of the Lieutenant-Governor’s satisfac. 
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. a. H t] ' 
‘ From—Lenp Hl. Uxick Buowwz, Commissioner of the Rajshahye and O 
Seay To—The hemegaito the Government of Bengal, Political Department., 
» I nave the honour to enclose a copy of a letter No. 182, dated 16th — 
: October 1883, from Kumar Girijanath Roy to the Collector of Die | 
|) aa pore, in which the Kumar expresses a wish to confer a gift upon his fellow — 
S ownsmen in Dinagepore in commemoration of the Lieutenant-Governor’e —— 1 
approaching visit to that station, the gift taking the shape of carrying outa 
jee system of drainage in the town. A copy of the Collector’s memorandum, | © 
ea No. 451G, torwarding the Kumar's offer for acceptance, is also enclosed. | oes 
ees 2. Government, in the Municipal Department, may remember that some 
_ Years ago the Municipal Commissioners of Dinagepore were enabled by a 
means of their own funds, by borrowing a further sum, and by obtaining a ne 
-% grant from Government, to carry out some works of main drainage. These ei 4 
be have been beneficial to the health of the town, but have proved insufficient by e 
elves to remedy the unhealthiness of the station, and until, and unless, a: 
the whole of the town is drained on a scheme based on the main Crainage ~ 
* works already effected, the full benefit of the latter cannot be obtained, nor - 
aie can there be any reasonable hope of material and permanent improvement in 
es sanitation. I consider that the Kumar’s proposal is an excellent one, and 
that the carrying out of it islikely to result in his name being remembered 4 
with gratitude by his fellow townsmen in the future. I therefore recom- > 
“mend that bis offer be accepted with the thanks of Government, and that a 
competent Engineer be deputed to take levels, examine tie main system of 
drainage and the town, and draw up a complete scheme with plans and estimates 
for approval. . 
. . . *. * * * 
“sy oo —— wie 
>. No. 182, dated Rajbari, Dinagepore, the 16th October 1883. 


From—Kumar Giawanata Roy, 
To—'The Collector of Dinagepore, + 














I nave the honour to inform you that, in commemoration of the visit of His Honor the 
Lievtenant.Governor, occurring 8 it does on attaining my majority and assuming the © 
management of my estate, I am desirous of conferring a gift upon my fellow townsmen of a 
Dinagepore. 1 wish this gift to take the form of a lasting benefit tothe town, andl am + 9.6 





ees | 

;> 
me, informed that the most useful boon which could be conferred upon the town would bé the . > 
rs: extension of the drainage system which already cxists, and the thorough connection of the’  ~ a 
- 2 town therewith. 1am therefore prepared to pay all the expenses which may be necessary _ | ~ * 
to accomplish the object, and would feel much obliged if yon could obtam the services of an , 







Engineer from Government for the purpose of carrying out the scheme. . 1 gees 4 

Kee e Ss el . 
Sew No. 451G, dated Dinagepore, the 19th October 1883. 5 
Memo. by—A. OC. Ture, Esgq., Collector of Dinagepore. - mene 

Cory forwarded to the Commissioner of the Rajshahye and Cooch Behar Division. > oe 
" .* have much pleasvre in endorsing the request, aud hope that an Engineer may be spared us 

Pi to do the work well, which is worth doing. Pe ae 
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Rainf eathér. and State and Prospects of the Crovs in the different Districts 
Bengal. as réported to Government during the weer ending the 9th February 1484. ‘ 
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|e Rainfall 
SS — No. > Distriot, and date of at Sudder' Charnctar of the weather, state nnd prospects of the orepa, nod 

ue revarn, Station in state of health at dace, 
| re 


inehes, % 3 
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SS 


Westera Districts. | 





1 | Burdwan. Feb. 9'84 = Nil | Weather—sensonable. Prospects of rubbeo crops thronghout the district will 
. | not exceed an average of four anuas, od 

3 | Bankoora, » @ Nil | Weather—cold again since the last two or three days, Wheat in ear. Mustard , 
being reaped in places, Other winter crops doing woll, Coarse rice 
3 selling ot from 16 to 22 neera per rupee in different parts of the district. 
Vublic health oud, Y 
5 ‘8 |Beerbhoom, » 9 » | Nil | Wenther—sensom Outturn of amun paddy is 
ia 
a 








id to bea little more than 
inter crops fair. Price of 





seven annas in the Kampore Hant sub division. 
. rico remains unchanged. Public health good, 
4 Midnapore, »n Va Nil |Wenther—cloudy. Winter erops doing well, Public health fair, except at ‘ 
| . Contni, where cholera still prevails. 
5 Hooghly, ~» 8 «| Nil Woassee—sexaonabila, Cloudy on the 9th, Winter crops deing well. Publig, 

peulth yo 4 
Howrah, oll » Nil Weother—overcast Amun is now off the ground, Cotting of sugarcane 
continues, Public heulth good. rice of coarse rice rising. " 


Central Distriots, 1 





good, though isolated cases of cholera reported from the Diamond Harbour 
ant Barrackpore subedivisions. 

7 Nuddea, » On Nil |Weather—cool and sensousble, Winter crops doing well Fever stationary. 
Sporadic cases of cholera reported trom parts of the district 

8 Kboolns, » 9 & | Nil Weathor—rather warm. Cutting of late rice nearly over, Svring rice (boro) 
ia coming on, butis rather suffering from drought, There have been less 
cholera and fever, but public health not very wood, 

9 Jessore, ian a che Sil Weather—ciewr andeold, Mustard and peas are still beiog gathered. Prose 
fovetitable, Cultivation for epring sowings is in progress — Vrice of rica, 
| | Mas remiulned stationary. The stock of rice appeura to be  safficient, 
mat | General hewith fairs Svoradic cases cf cholera reported from Eongong 
| and Nurail, 

9» Nil | Weather- cold. Rudhee crops aoiny well. Sugarcane promising. Kalai nnd til 
are being harvested. Pubile health good. 


gaint 11 84) Nil |Weather—sonsonable. Winter crops promising well. Public health genorally - 













































aryl 
8 "84 Nil |Wonthor—sonsonable. Sngareano is being pressed with a @rir outturn. Wheat, 
siard, and pulses doing well. Rice selling at from 13 to 18 seers per rupee, 

» OF Nil iw wr—cool and soasonuble, Prospeers of winter crops generally good, bite 
rain much wanted Public health generally fair, 
n 9 » Nil |Wenther sensonoble, with westerly wind, Harvesting of amun, ginger, and 
potatora brought toa close, tio-pects of other crops promising, Land is being 
preoared for the cultivation of aus rice ard jute. Pablic healch good, 
» 9 wn Nil |Weather—coldur by a couple of degrees in the jutter halt of the work. State 
and prospects of cold-weather crops continuo to be tayourable Rain wanted, 
| Public henlth fair. 

9 Nil |Weuthor—getting warm. Cold-weather crops promising. os 
» 2» Nil | Werther—cold and cloudy — Tri or mustard crop has been harvested in the Uills 4 

9 








with very poor results, Whoat aud barley want rain very much. 

” Nil | Weather—cold and cloar with the exception of the last two days onewhich the 
wonther Was clondy and foggy in the morning. All the standing crops are +] 
reported to be in good condition. « 








Nil |Weather—cold, Pressing of sugarcane going on. Winter crops being reaped ; 
prospects good. Foro paddy thriving. Pablic health good, 

Nil | Weather—cold, Crops on tho ground promising. Cultivation for aus rice 
going on, General health fair, A few cases of sporadic cholera reported 
from some of the thanas, - 
© Oe ay Nil |Weather—seosonable, Slightly warmer. State and prospects of crops fair. . 
Prices slightly easier, ‘. 

Nil [Some mornings foggy. Stato of crops good. Public hwalth fair, except in 
Kishoregange, where considerable fever is reported, 





Weather—seasonable, Winter erops promising. Prices stationary, Cattle- 









disease lingers, Pablic health guod. 7 R 
Weather—cold; clear; mornings generally foggy; wind northerly. Rublee 

crops, such as chillies, pulses, &c., promising well, 
Weathor—bright and seasonable. Mornings misty. Winter crops reported good. 

Cholera reported, 
Weathor—seasonable, Mustard being gathered. Tobacco doing well. 4 


Weathor— cold. Mustard beiug gathored. Chillies and tobacco 
doing well, Public health good. 
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Weather—cold, with west wind. Prospects of rubbee crops 
Small-pox prevailing in the Sudder sub-division, By 
Weather—cold, with strong westerly wind. Rudbee crops getting on wall 
Public health goo 

Weather—cold, with strong westerly, wind. Prospects of star 
Bhabbbua sub-division reported to hove been injured by the strong west 

A very goal rae pe of Laci is being gathered. 

Weatnor—cold an Arhar and mustard will give a fair outeura,=7 
Wheat and barley will reseee poor, Kain moch wanted for rudbee, Prices either 
stationary or rising slowly. Public health has improved, 

A strong west wind has prevailed during the week. Probable outturn of ye 
rubbee crops in the Sitamurhi sub-division reported. tobe under 4 annas 

the other two sub-divisions tie outtorn will perhaps amount to anong, 
Weather—bright and cold, West wind prevailing, !'rospocts rubbee crops 
on irrigated lands continuo fair, but ‘on unirtigated lands crops saffering 
from want of moisture, Wheat and barley in car, Pens and rahar in flower. — 
Poppy still looking healthy and begioning to flower, Coiomon rice a 
13 soors per ru Sporadic cases of snull-pox reported from Sewan, 

wise public health good, br 
Weather—cold, with sets wind. Prospects of rubbee crops, where sown. 
early, or where irrigation is possible, are geverall, soot 3 elsewhere they are 
backward and much in want of rain. Public hhowlth' good 












Weather—scxsonable, Prospects of rubbee crops continue gloomy for want of» 

rain, Vublic health good, pie 

Weather—cold ; seasonable, Mustard and castor seods have yielded fair outturn, . 

Wheat and barloy will not be good crops, Ali standing crops much in need of 

rain Rice selling at from 12 to 15 seers per rupee, 

Weather—clear nnd cold ; westerly breeze Rubbee crops in the north of the 

district are better than elsewhere, except tobacer, which bas suffered from 

want of rain. Public health good, oe 

Weather-—still cold, clear and dry, Rain much wanted now to 

prospects of the rubbee crops. Outturn of mustard good, Prod 

groins stationary. Gene al health good, 

Wenther—though getting much warmer and the days windy, the mornings and 

evenings still cool and pleasant. Paddy harvest over. Rwhbee crops 

fair from most of the sub-divisions, and prospects ore more hopeful. Onl 

expected to reach balf the averuge. Public health good. Gees 

~ 
_ 

Weather—days warm and nights cold. Rubbee crops being gathered | with « 

fair outturn, Dalua rice growing well Comm n rice seliing at efron 15 to 22 

fcors per rupee in the town of Cottuck, and from 2% to 28 score per fitped int “ps 

the interior of the district. Public health generally good. . 

Weatber-: seasonnble. Dalua rice promising. Sugarcann row pots 
cellaneous crops doing well. Lome: rice selling at fi 8 

per rupee. Public health generally good 

Weather -sentonable. Rubbee and Pray crops are being 
rice stationary. Cholera continues in town aud ite nei 

and also in the north of the district. 
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Weather—cold and seasonable. Prospects of conse er peas oe inf 

noble for want of rain, Sugarcane is being pressed. 

ranges from 18 to 16 seers per rupee, Suvall-pox still peeve jatie 

of Hazaribagh, 

Weathor—clear, Prospects of rubbee crops unfavourwblo. Prices 
Public health fair, 

Weathor—bright and clear, nnd colder than Inst week. Qo'd-weather 
indifferent for wawt of rain, Cholera reported from one 
general health g Cattle-disease prevalent, Common tice 
per ru the Chaibassa market, 

Weather cool, Sugarexne is being pressed, and 

realived, Wheat and other rudee crops are coming on 

Coarse rive por se 20) seers per rupee in the Parulia 

instant. Cholera reported from Burrabhoom, emall-pox 

‘Trunk Road) and tever from Jheria, 
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In the sub-divimions the retail prices of salt per rapes wore :—Culna 14 coors, Cutwa 13 meets 10 ebittacks, aud i 
In the Bi bedivision the retail price of sult was Li} seers per rupe m1 
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lishenpore ‘ 
In the Hampore Haut bedivision the retail price of salt was 12 avers por rape. . 
In tho sub divisions the retail price of salt por rupee were :—Ghiuttal 164 acer Conia pus avers, 
In the eub-diviaious the retail prices of sult por rupee weres—Serninpore 13 soers, and Jelanabad 13) 
Tao the snb-divisions tho retail prices of salt por rupoo wore:—Barasct wud Guesishat 19 wvers, Dianon 
-_ 


Yard Dam-Dum 12 seers. s 
In the sub-divisions tho retail prices of alt per rupee worg s—Koosliten 13 seors, Meherpore and Choe 


"ls * Sulhiira, and Bagirumt sub-divizious the retail price of salt was 11 soers TUpR 
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METEOROLOGIOAL AND RAINFALL SUMMARY OF THE | 
+ BENGAL FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 1884 


Tue month of January in Bengal resembles in all its more important meteorological — 
features the previous months of Decomber aud November ‘The chief conditions are low ~~ 
temperature, considerable ditierences between the day and night temperature, a clear, 
atmosphere, and the prevalence of cool, light northerly winds The atmospherio condition — 
usually begin to change nt the end of January or the commencement of February. : 
the increasing elevation of the sun, the temperature begius to increase, ang the thermal contrasts 
between land and sea becomes more marked —‘ihese initiate the gradual change by which 
the northerly laud winds are replaced by seutherly mo'st winds, which begin at first feebly 
in the beginning of February, Bat gather increasing strength during the months of March, 
April and May, and culminate in the establishment of tie south-west monsoon in the 
month of June. 

‘The change usually commences first by tho setting in ef southerly winds along” the 
West Bengul and Orissa coasts, ‘They are at first very local and confined to the sea 





coast, aud a narrow belt seaward and jasdward, They are usually not fully established  » \ 

until after a series of oscillations between the two sets of winds, the southerly and northerly “tb 

winds replaving each other several times - 
The normal me'vorological conditions of Bengal in January are thus very simple. Tho ae 


exceptions to these conditions, te, the atmospheric disturbances of the moth, are almost 
entirely, so far as past experience indicates, die to what were termed iu list month's report, 
north-east monsoon disturbances or storms ‘These are rarely avoompanied by strong winds or 
stormy weather, except inthe hills They commence as areas of depression with the ormation 
of cloud and with ruin in the Punjab, and trevel south eastwards or southwards into the 
North. Western | rovinees aud Behar, or into the Central Irovinees 


These disturbances give rise to southerly and south-easterly winds in Bengal, andto * | 
damp, cloudy weather, aud hence form brief periods dur'ng which the ordiuary atmospheric 7 
conditions are completely changed. 

Sometimes, but more rarely, from eanses not only dificult to explain, but much more | 
difficult to foresee, the burometer fails locally over Hengal. This accompanies the forma- ie 
tion of cloud and light rainfall. ‘The couse in these eases appears to be vertical ascending «= 
motion of the air due to some more or less prolonged action, Bs} 


The weather concitions of Jauvuary are thus generully similar to those of December, 
with the oue exception that disturbances due to bad weather or cyclonic storms in the Bay 
rarely, if ever, occur in January. 

the average rainfall of the month is everywhere smallin amount. It nowhere exceeds 
an inch, and barely averages half an inch for the whole Province. The amount 1s slightly 
greater in North Behar (or which it averages 6") than elsewhere, and is least in Orissa (for 
which it averages 7”). ; 

The chief feutures of the meteorolopy of the mouth (January 188+) were— F 

(1) Excessive pressure 

(2) lecreased temperature, 

(3) Greater dryness of the air than usnal, 

(4) Vnusual steadiness of the cool vertherly winds. 
(5) An almost entire absence of rainfall. ° 

Pressure was very light at the beginning of tne month, It was"06” above the average 
dvring the first week, and 1” during the second week “” 

Pressure then began to fall in connection with a disturbance in Upper Tndia, which 
advanced slowly southwards into the Central Provinces. It was only ‘04" above. the, a¥eri 
during the third week, and was almost normal during the last ten days of the month,” 

a temperature is usually (but not invariably) associated with high pressure, ii 
undoubtedly closely connected with it. Vhis holds very clearly for the past month. 
Temperature was very cousiderably (from 1° to 5°) below the average during the first two 
weeks. It increased during the sast two weeks, so that, although it coshoned. slightly ; 
the average in my 9 and Orissa, it was above it by an amount which ayerng 
Behar aud Chutia Nagpur. The mean temperature of the month was hence 
below the average in Orissa (24°), and slightly in Bengal (1°), whilst it waa, 
Behar and Chutia Negpur by amounts which averaged 4°. ’ , 

The almost entire absence of disturbances in tisoes India was on important f 
the month, Hence northerly winds wero unusuuliy steady in the Province di 

month, and the humidity of the month was below ‘the average, more 
and Orissa The only important distu: bance was thot already 
in the Punjab on the 10th and travelled slowly southwards into the Central P 
skies clouded over in Bengal and light showers fell in Orissa, South-West Ben 
Behar on the 17th or 18th, Showers ‘also ovcurred in North Bengal on the 2: 
The rainfall of the month was very small in amount and only exceeded 
one-tenth of an inch in Orissa (where it was “12”, bate po 
Tho characteristic features of the past month have hence been the 
fostures in the metecrology of thé-past months of November and D 
aently sslsied tothe unusual weakness of the soulh- 
Uctotier ‘as! year. “oh 















































gives the summary of the temperature and rainfall data of each of 
visions of the Province, for the month of i ty 1884 — 
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m2 | oa | o6 "8 | 44°01 | 88°00 
m0 | o20! ors “2 | 09°43) 78°08 
75's | 480 | 022 4 | b076s | 73°98 
748 | 48's | O17 0 | 40°28 | 48-25 
745 | av | 620 72) 9740 | 4948 
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bay * Chybasss not included, = 


my, Merrorotoctcat Orricr, Benoat, Joun Entot, ‘ 
The 11th February 1884, Meteorvlogical Reporter to the Govt. oy Bengal. 
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aL Soak lnk 
in Bengal for the week ending Friday (6 p.m.), the 8th Feb, 1884—cone 
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Mereoxo.ocican Orrice, BENGAL, Joun Exiot, ra 
The 1th February 1884. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of Bengal, 7 
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_ Tar returns of the first class Municipalities in Bengal, for the week ending 26th 
1884, disclose the following results : — 
* (1). That births and deaths were recorded in these Municipalities in the proportions 
1,000 of their population of 24°) and 26:7, respectively, as opposed to 25-4 and 26-9 per 
M500, ively. in the preceding week ending 19th January, indicating a reduction in * 


eee of both events. 
) That the highest proportions of births and deaths were returned from the under- 


























f ‘mentioned Municipalities :— : 
= Births Deaths. Ke 
3 Ratio per Rativ per Ae 
y ’ _ mille, mille, ~| 
be ue Comillah as +» 462 | Suburbs of Calcutta .. 463 i 
2 Monghyr < -. 880 Poori ae «. 407 as | 
w Bantwen ar .. 3866 Burdwan... .» 89:7 | 
be Durbhanga .. ++ 862 Midoapore .. o> 87:2 4 
F Obupra - «» 861 | Gya 6 oe B35 5 
j Serampora.. +. 353 Bhagulpore .. +» 209 | 
fae (8) That the mean mortality from the principal death-causes stands as follows, in is 
ee comparison with the mortality during the preceding weck from the same causes :— : 
. Ratio per mille daring the weeks oe 
i" endine— 4 
fate Juouary 1884, 1th Jauwary 18Se 
Cholera si 2 se ‘6 s | 
fz Small-pox bg 3 kd a 18 rT) a | 
| ig Fever in a ore se 2S 1 | 
Bowel-complaints .. “ an ae Sr) 42 j 
Injury as as és 3 “4 j 
Other causes a ne we ox 6 77 ] 
The above figures denote that, in comparison with the preceding week, there ocourred during 
. the week under rotice a sensible increase of mortality from cholera with a cousiderable 
e * decline in that from fever, the other diseases exhibiting only fractional variations. ] 
: (4) That referring to the death-causes above indicated, while injury and bowel-com- =| 
| Ng plaints were not noticeably severe anywhere, cholera, small-pox, fever and the diseases 
ay classed under the head of ‘‘ Other causes” proved most fatal to life in the undermentioned 
—_ Municipalities -— . 
> Cholera Small-nor, Fover. Other causes. f 
Le tes Ratio per Ratio per Katio pe 
mille, mille. mille, 
Gya 34 | Purneah.. 27-7 | Poori ss ve 235 
Patna =... 23 | Jessore .. 245 | Burdwan .. ie JO . 
Suburbs of Caloutta .. 13:0 1 
Biugul pore oe 127 
Midnapore ae, Doe 
Gya e% -- 109 . - 
Dacea oe +. «104 | 
 \/ (5). That the death-rates in relation to Sex, Class and Aye were returned at the rates ] 
indicated below :-— : 
decording to Sex. According to Class, According to Age. 
mite Paes lag 
.» 275] Christians es 26:1 Under | year +. 233°6 
26°7 | Hindus as 27:3) landunier 5yenrs.. 246 


Mahomedans .. 241 Sandunder10 ,, .. 184 
10 and under 15 ,, .. 50 

15 and under2v ,, .. 14:6 

ya 21 20 and under30 ,, .. 204 
80 and under4U ,, .. 212 
\ 40 andunder50 , .. 19% 
Pe 50 and under 60 ,, .. 427 
60 years and upwards.. 51-9 


R Lippervae, ™.p., 
Sanilary Commiaxioner for Bengal, 
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4 "Results of the Meteorological Observations taken st the Alipore 0 
Bi. Srd'to Oth February 1008 
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97 4 | 616 | 563 0959 | 403 NNW and WoW ... 
80} 938 cor) 808 200) 668) 599 439) 656) 71/8, 8Waudeatn .., “ 
| | | | ‘ 
! | ’ 
10s) 858 wail B00 201 | 669) Gis) “443 65% | C6 Sand WSW 13] | Chow, , 
78 | | 
a 605 ope 706! cos | con] 6s) -as2 616 | 61) NNWand WNW...| 68] ,, | Crear, 
| | | | 
| . 
95 | 930 ors 701 213) 648! 688 YO eh bo WNW wi | Cuan Bie ' 
we | Sh [1s88) 98) 977 O25 759 B47] GOR we ‘B19 466 | 86 WNW and varichle| a7 |, \ biefly leer, as 
| . Uy 
| a. . 
; | gees azes | yest iyl casas) a0 4 
+ mh 1285 | 68) ‘0, Gaz, : 42 | 63°7 "| 480 684) 78 Sand cal | « city oud 
liithes, ’ 
“The mean pressure of the seven days _ ‘ 29°9384 oe 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8 G.’s Office 29969 3 
Sloure. : 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine of the seven days por 63-4. =¥ 
8 ue 
oy, 
The mean temperature of the seven days 65-2 at 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8. G.’s ‘Ollice 703 ne 
The extreme variation of temperature during the seven duys j 85-8 os 
The maximum temperature during the seveu days rn 860 
Miles, 


The highest velocity of the wind in one hour during the seven days 


The highest pressure of the wind on one square foot during the seven days 


: The mean relative humidity during the seven days 


The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, S ‘G's Office 


. The total fall of rain from 3rd to 9th February 1834 
The average fall of the corresponcing period fur 24 years, 8G? is siffl-e . 


-gmd from observations made at 6h, 10b, 16h, and 22h. 


: The maximum and mivimum temperatures are obtained from self- -registering 
» thermometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed an 
‘They are exposed under @ thatched shed epen at the sides, and are us; 


Kew Observatory. 
» above the ground. 


The total fall from Ist January to 9th February 1884 
The average fail of the corresponding period for 24 years, S, G's Office 
The mcan pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of tne Cargragh 


The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the at 


formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 


efog; = dew. 


Mereoroocicat Orrice, Inpia, 
The \1th February 1&84, 


The bygrometric elements are chtsipad from Tables IIT, 1V, and V of hnohcten 


Meteorological Office, aud based on Regnault’s modifications of ‘August's formula, 
The direction of the movemeut of the wind are taken from the trace! a a Bec 


The mouth of the rain-gauge is une foot above the ground. 
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) FesUlts of Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore 
Observatory in the month of January 1884. 






Inches, 
























The mean pressure of the month wee sed «. = 30°90 
The average pressure of 24 years... ass «. «=. 830014 < 
~~ Phe highest pressure during the month vee ve. 80208 —-10th 10h, 
The lowest pregsure during the month one ww. 29578 30th 16h, 
The range of pressure during the month svi oo O45 
° Hours, " 
~The total number of hours of bright sunshine during the month 241° 
~~. o 
~~ Phe mean temperature of the month os we = 641 
: ¢ average temperature of 24 vears ove we = O77 
ore The highest temperature in the mouth oats «- =: 826 80th 
* The lowest temperature in the month oo hie 501 llth 
* The range of temperature during the month eas we =: B25 
_The mean daily range of temperature during the month we =o 216 
one The greatest range of temperature in one day in the month . 258 80th 
\ . Per cent, 
. The mean humidity of the mouth to ove 73 
The average Lumidity of 24 years os rs | 
* Inches, 
The mean vapour tension of the month +0 or 0:427 
The average vapour tension of 9 years eee oe 0-467 ? 
The mean clond proportion of the month wee sei 144 : 
The average cloud proportion of 7 years te toe 184 . 
; ‘The total rainfall of the mouth « 002 
= The total rainfall of the mouth indicated by a Beckley’ eo aelfe 
registering rain-gauge (mouth of the gauge 50°5 feet high) 001 
’ The average fall of 48 years oa «as oo 0-43 
| : The greatest full in 24 ours Aa oe ‘ev 002 18th 
| ye Days, 
oor The number of rainy days in the month its iia 1 
3 The average number of rainy days of 24 years... see 2 
. _ ° 
° ~ The mean maximum olsen temperature of solar radiation 
of the month oe 1 1278 * 
The mean difference of sun ‘and air temperatures bee 509 
The greatest sun tempcrature we = 1860 80th 
7 The greatest excess of sun over air temperature ms va 577) 18th Ng 
ers _ The mean temperature of nocturnal radiation thermometer uae 
ae on wooilen cloth ee as ap = 447 “a 
The mean depression of nocturnal radiation thermometer + ta 
. below the minimum of ar 99 ~ 
_— depression of nocturnal radiation “thermometer Be 
low the minimum of air san — iy 122 3rd a 
w 
Miles, + 


n movement of the wind per day so ow «= 419 . 7s 
swanovement of the wind in one day... «. 1110 8ist “aa 
#t movement of the wind in one hour .., «+ 100 4th noon to lea. ray 
The gr aber of hours under each of the 8 points... 


) NE. 15, E. 26, SE. 13, S. 60, SW. 88, W. 85, NW. 113, Calm 244. 
ra a7 ae hn 
ra ‘observations at the Alipore Observatory arc not rigorously comparable with be 
; years (at the Park-street Observatory). he barometer is about 8 fect = 
nd, other things being equal, reads therefure ‘0U3 lower. The diurnal range of ar 
yer at Alipore, and the mean temperature apparently about 2°5° lower; and a 
eter, which has furnished the record of temperature at the Surveyor- a 
= last 20 years aud upwards, is found to read 0°G higher than the Kew ol 

hich is the standard of reierence at tue preseut Ubservatory, ; 






ff. FP. Branrorp, 
 Meteorolojicai Keyurter to the Govt. of India, 





einer wollen tans aa leteo: 
from et ns 1884, 






























° ° 
ore 6671 
08's 580 
re 58"1 
coro co" 
6-7 673 
Grd 63°6 
650 561 | 
° iM 
The mean temperature of the seven days see av S77 =| 
- The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days ... wo. S42 ® 
The maximum temperature during the seven anys +6 oo 1 ' 
- 
- The mean relative humidity during the seven days see on aE 
: The total fall of ram from 3rd to 9th February 1884 Nil 
ae The mean temperature and humidity are obtained by applying to the mean of the 10h, 16h, and ; 
minimum readings a correction dependent on the range, and derived from the hourly observations of 
at the Surveyor-General’s Otlice, Chowringhee, in past years. at 
AS P  Mereoncrocrcan Orrice, Inpra, Henry F, Branrorp, : : 
_ - The 1th February 1884. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Indiae, ‘ 
4 ; : 
“Ne Abstract of the results of the Thermometric Observations taken at the Meteorological — 
i Office, Chowringhee, in the month of January 1884. 
Bes 9 
\ Pee ‘ 1 Date 
are N The mean temperature during the month soa w $665 
3 he The highest temperature during the month wae -» 848 80th 
~ “ The lowest temperature during the month sai +. 528 6th 
a ‘ The range of temperature durirg the month eon «- 82:0 ~ 
Wy ss The mean daily range of temperature during the month sor 918 I 
a The greatest range of tewperature in one day during the month v. 253 80th 
a “ es 
"* - . Tbe mean bumidity during the month a se Pal , 
a Inches, 
’ » The mean vapour tension during the month Ses coe AO 


The total rainfall of the month oe oes oe 
The greatest fall in 24 hours ate tee oe 





The number of rainy days in the month __.., Po) 





Sa * Marronotocrcan Orrice, Innis, 
The 9th February 1884. 















‘ore « - ’ ” , re 
i of Goods on the Norther a = 
Bled 3 ~_ for the month of ber 1883. Pa ae ara! = 


ee 
1a i e* 


_ Abstract of the principal commodities carried over the Line during the month of December 1883, 
. 































































“ : - as compared with the same month of the previous year. - 
” Lig eoteae ep : mea 
a 1882. 1883. a ™ 
Srapies. _ Total ‘otal in | » > 
fe ade) a a 7G = ie tal qT ite Increase. | Decrease. a ‘ 
Tons, Tons. Tons. a 
— \ ~ Pay Iwo} |. 1898 
y-* ot) oe 1,021"00 | T0207 |” 1,890°R0 be 
r - ce 14:00 37h 18°00 
~e . 7 ponent 2.0r11 60°05 
a te Rote) O47280 | 1.080711 | 47280 
Nancous ee OTyaray Ra7e21 190078 | 
Piore-rovan $20 $8710 201938 
way material ... 13'60 2.19517 8,109 0 | 
oa - wie} Lamas | 3,007.17 * 
fas “08 ons 60°38 
: Pe? sonar oan o8 poral 
Pa ° . #00 est 41205 | boe7t 
Total =... | 7,017°0 10,202°34 | £1,008'24 | 17,800'N% 
- GENERAL REMARKS AND EXPLANATIONS. 3 
f. Tho month undor review has avain witnessed a falling off in the traffic ns compared with the same month in the previous ig 
year. The total decrease amounts to 3256°30 tons, and is mainly contributed by the jute and gunny traffic, Against this is to be 
noted a favourable increase in salt, and a steady, though small, improvement ja the tea and tubacco traffic, e! 
INcRessns, ° a * “ 
Ale ass x s re re a vw Tons 89 = 
This iso fluctuating traffic. {lis mainly dependent on the season ‘ 
Food-grain is aa a te ae ++ Tons 27822 : Hy 
This increase isin the downward trafic, Prices in the Calcutta market have advanced, and holders of stock evince an ¢ be 
age to sell, now that the recent discouraging acconnts of the scarcity of the new crop, owing to tle continued draught, have " 
sen contradicted. - a 
Railway material a ae ns is ai «. Tons 97392 ~ 
The foil quantity of material lifted during the month was 3,169°09 tons, of which 1,885-23 tons was coal for the Locomotive 44 
Salt on se se» ss oe vin -» Tons 530-69 re * 
“At this time of year any large incroase in this traflc is due to favourable railway freights and market prices, and the , 
accessibility of the markets in the interior, 3 
. Sugar on ie ae ves iv +» Tons *33 Se 
There is nothing doing in this staple. eh 
Tea it ass fie Ke jes +» Tons 3159 or 
During the month there has been a fair demand for Darjeeling teas. ¢ 
— Tobacco aes oon wee we se a. Tons 93°66 
= Though the close of tho season, small quantities of Bispat and Pulu aro still coming forward. Sample consignments of the 
‘mew crop are expected early noxt month. . 
me Decreases. . oe 
Ginger oe oss ow oe as id Tons 1963 © ~ = 
I find, as transactions recorded in this staple in Calcutta, all price quotations are nominal. 1g 
Be Gunny-bags on “ as ea ww Tons 1,094-06 ? B: 
~ A partial cessation in the despatches of hand-made gunnics began in October, and it won explained in the report for that . 
: we 4 that this was due toa scarcity of the raw material and its high price, These drawbacks still exist, and hove considerably - 
z ; Jute wo ses ‘es ie 0a Pr eo. Tons 3,619°%1 * ae 
A During tho month under review both the demand for, and the price of, loose jute in the Calcutta market huve declined - 
_ -Btock-holders in the interior are waiting for better prices, and an extensive traffic in therefore impossible. rah, 


iscellancous oe ae ese as ae + Tons 372°47 

c Under heading used to be included numerous items of traffic, such as gunny, coal, &c., which are now shown separately : 

er any fair comparison therefore with the previous year is impossible, * 
5 Piece-goods v8 ove to oe oa «. Tons 96-11 L 

ah ae the past three monti large quantities of this staple have been coming forward, and this decrease is therefore not =| a 

ud usual. | No | need be anticipated till the new year has fairly set in, “ - Le 

a — 9 - Taayno Sursarrrerpus’s Ovvicx; Saidpur, the 30th January 1884. G. 8. Luosanp, Traffic Superintendent: « Ra 


ahh \ : . 
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xz a HL wider aotl Va rena . .s . veralathes 
‘oh Tus audited audited figures for the period are as follow 1— rr is mater a oe ta 
oe Conchink. LC oarcp Tole, Tiedine Mtetgniaen> io ia 
' neni, ——— te, —<$<s went 
No. Rs, Mas. Rs. Ra. Mas. Re =| 
1883 sees 8,00. 14,10,487 0,56, 5465, 36,00,043 51,060,080 4,080 =" A} 
ee WS me SARTO SRI A LN LE 
rs Fncrease x ms, 008 1, 06,167 €,78877 £,85,106 5,61,271 29,726 90,519 a 
> ball Dooremse . tes oe wae picts atte ete sever vf 
— ——— meet ay 
- Sa nd a in passengers Pe oe ane «. 6 por cent. rye is 
m iN in conebing earnings ate wee « 18) “ {lie y or 
& F pee in weight curried oir ase ase < 7 » » a 
*- Ditto in goods earnings on ‘ oy ow Won a a : ’ 
th Ditto in total earnings ,., ove oo oe » 2 » t- Ve 
*. ny Goons. 
5 — Although there bas been a serions falling off in the receipts from one or two bt 4 notably wheat, the transactions of the 
2) © month have resulted in a total net increase of 6,76,477 wannds in weight carried, and of Rs, 3,85,104 in revenue, 
oa . The staplos in which there has been marked Suctuation in traffic are : 
ee -* . _ _ Ivcepaszs. : : 
a» tad Grain and pulses (exclusive of rice) aud wheat, Railway material, foreign, ae 
fas. . .* Coal Cotton, * ~ 
“a BSaltpetre. Piroe-goods. ] 
Ss > Opium. Indigo, 
a Decnrases. - 
“ag - Wheat. . Rice. . 
= P Salt. | - 
_ * Remargs. : J 
> ‘end Pale —dx t increase of maunds 4,902,580 in weight, and Rs, 92,250 in receipts, is accounted for by increased 
7 Pars wnrious local areas owing to scanty rainfall Inst season, 
* Railway Material, Foreign —The incronse in the despatches of foreign railway material to Patna, Bareilly, Faisibad, ot 
“S other places bas amounted to hesnds 3,17,490 in weight, und Tis. 1,69,790 in freight, and is duo to the works on the Betigal 
an Worth-West and other Railways on tho north of the Ganges and in Oudh being in course of active construction. 
Coal.—In the downwanis traffic there has Leen an increase of maunds 1,80,050 and Rs. $0,249, while in the up tae » 
i decrease of maunds 15,750 in the weight carried ix covered by an increase of Rx. 2,860 in freight realized, . 


9% Cotton—A brisk demand in the Calcutta and Hombay markets owing to an anticipated failure of the American crop bas 
resulted in an incresse of maunds 66,220 and Re, 49,790 in this atuple. 
_ Sallpetre —There has beon a satisfactory increase of maunds 36,510 in weight carried, and Rs. 14,190 in freight on this arti¢le 


iP ie. lag ie 
Ee goods—An increase of maunds 16,070 and Rs. 20,180 is accounted for by a fair demand in up-country markets, prim: ~ 
bis sry tor fre pine ome werd 
. Sa ere has been an inereaso of maunds 11,190 and Re. 16,450 in opium. ahs | 
— . Toige. —An increase of maunds 7,890 in weight and Ks. 7,720 in freight on despatches of this a rticlo. Py ae 
4 Decnrases. ~~ 
a ad Wheat,—A serious falling off in this traffic to the extent of maunds 1,92,690 in weight, and Rs. 1,562,900 in freight, ‘ates 
— ©. toan absolute want of demand in European markets and to unprecedented large stocks being on hand in English porta..« 
Rice.—There bas Ne a decrease of maunds 1,44,850 and Is, 9,530 owing to want of local wees long distance 


SEs traffic, +88 et 
+ Salt—An increase of maunds 23,570 in weight is neutralized by a decrease of Rs, 1,920 in receipts, which aly be ay 
~~ accounted for by shorter leads. *;4 


cn Train mileage for the period bas been, exclading maintenance and locomotive coal train mileage— 












4 Coaching. Goods. 
~ - 1883 ww oy we «= —- 8 A5,681 6,73,818 
‘ ae —— 
4 - Increase eta no, os ry Woh oe 9,783 
» Decrease oe ra as oe 8,353 Weee 
a i ; —— 
ner Earnings per train mile, exelading materials carried on maintenance and revenue account— : . 
2 th Coaching. Goods, Total. 
oe oe. Re. a. ¥. Re. a. Baa 
‘. 1883 oe! owe we, OS 666 . er ee 
—_ = 1662 oo we ot om SOF 612 4 ; 
iin thea = Increase ~~ om ~ O08 4 090 
i” kee 3. Decrease “ a ed one - Perey 
% * 
PrP 
* 
a a 








Sic ee he Rach aa 


and Increases lea dttring five weeks 
ond ta Bey days ending Slat Deconber' fi i 


a 














98,11,700 | 82,76080 | —85,03,120 | 15,00,080 | 6,53,900 








‘EAST INDIAN RaTLWayY. 
Appratimate Return of Trafic for werk ended 2nd February 1884 on 1, S00 sailee peas 


Moncuaxpia axp Minemar 
¥! 





CoacniIne Trayric, 


Nu et] Coachiv . 
pasuengere. revapie. Weight carrivd,| Receipts, 


Ra ar, Mads, Ra, a. P. li Rea, a. P. 





taal °3,85,012 15 0 5 ager Hy 8 Tepes 4 H Te | ee 
2 5 6 


75,101 | 10,7640 0 0 | 2,03,92,010 10 | £7.70,017 2 8) 71,1619 0) 9,e0,008 14 6) 8 
2,389 13 1,80,00,070 10 | 84,77,698 15 1) 89,708 12 3] w0,70,070 & 6 8 


‘ 
191,880 | 2,539,073 1 1b 23,18,705 0 5,73,879 « 9 18,983 6 6) 841,896 1 


eons ip 45 aaeee S80 3 wee tsb 1 2 
924,285 | 21,23,106 12 1) 1,27,51,925 10 20,18,847 3 6 05,500 6 9) 48,96)112 Lae 





© ‘This increase is on account of retarn third class traffic from the Magh MOl4 at Allahabad. 


“Approsisiate Statement of gross receivta of the East Indian Railway, prepared in accordance with Public Works 
Circular No. XXTI, Railway, “dated sed day 1883. 





- TOTAL RNCKIPTS FROM IsT Torar rrceirts vm 
FOR WEEK ENDING | RECEIPTS POR WERK ENDING “ 
‘ep ‘Fapavaky 1583, txp Punucany 1884. APRIL 1852 Era PepeCAnY | APRIL 1583 70 2xp PenucaRy 


Reo mi, Leet eesone, | 2 Lane i ! | rile, mileage] Total receipta, 
(mileage \ mile mileage) Total receipts. | mile |mileage| Total receipts. 
ms at eee y worked, workeu.| . ws worked, worked 





10,55,0%4 608 | 1,506f $,77,33,013 | 25,040 


EASTERN DENGAL RAILWAY COMPANY, 
Approzimate Return of arene Sor week ended 26th January 1884 on 228} miles opm 








Coacurwe Taarric, | MEMCMANTIWE Any MinauaL Torah TRATNACIRN ROR, 


$<. $$ |__| Other earnings lata) earnings. 
Nomnerof | Cosening (ostimated), | 7 
oameengere | Teertute. Raceipts, Coaching, aise: 


Ba a. r| + Me Re ar, Re. a, Rs AP, 


ier-the work on sa B73 0 0 are t 0 1a 0 4 79,579 0 0 


;, by sof) cotwyy, 27 loo 33 6 87 2 6 010 3810 4 
- of bail: 
<alengatoal aad nes | im 77,835 0 0 700 0 0| 1,75,505 0 0 


Total for S weeks, 250,305 | 134,002 0 6 K 807 0 2,646,972 0 0 





su) 35423 0 0 04746 0 0 128 9 0) 1,00,205 0 0 64b 
a7) sho 8 1 30 5 6 0107) 6210 8| saw 
soxait | 131,57 0 0| 10,08,872 0| 2,18,011 0 0| 496 0 0| 3.504780 0] 





Includes Ra, 159 on account of Revenue stores, 
EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY COMPANY. paets 
Approximate Return of Traffic for weck ended 2nd February 1884 on 228} miles open. ~ 








Coacutse Taarric. MaaomAnoien And MimeRAL 
‘Tuarric, 


Other: 
atone carsiegnz 


Mas. 8, Es, A, ¥. Re, a, Be are 


wm2 0 0 af ° 35,577 0 0 10 
wi 4 6 a 155 18 1b * 


7,068,006 © | 1,20,053 0 0 
919,708 0 | 1,665,030 0 0 
280,008 0| 64400 0 0 

1,506 0 sul 8 





ES ae RatLwa¥ ‘coatbas: we th 
Traffie for weak ondgil 260% Tanuary 1984. { eae 


——SS — 


Rema Mi xp M . 

~ Coacnisa Travvic, RCHANDIAE 1 <2 cepa a, es pea Toran taarngtaae 9a 
ee einer (estimated), | Tots! earnings, |} — a 
Sesiber of | Conching | Weight cared | Receipts, Conching. | Merehaa- 


Re a. 9. Mads, 8. Re. aA. Pe Te. a. Pv. Is. a. 8, | 
3,517 M7 0 5 ae 
11,400 ie 0 S472 Mus 


0 
0 
169 4013 ool 16 3 
065 oe aL au 6 9 


1,108 0 
gas 0 


6,922 1,476 0 28,833 0 a 0 0 00 
81,008 4,002 0 3,300 0 wi oO 6 oe 

9,a80 ga 0 0 40,087 0 1418 0 0 ioe 
42,403 6425 0 0 i, 350000 ooo 


02,241 8700 0 0 40,809 0 14s 0 0) 7300 





2,410 730 0 0 100 1,061 0 0 





16 son shat 


) 
8,016 2,054 0 0 S70 0 3, 0 0 





soi | e058 0 | 80,894 | 370 | wane 0 0 ios 








EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY COMPANY. Miles open. ; 
Nanaghat section 20) 52 
Central Railway ment Return of Traffic for week ended 2nd February 1884 Dumn-Dum ave 3b } 


i 


7h 6 
1u00 0 
4015 
6241 


118 0 
325 0 


1425 0 0 441m 0 6 
O48 o B72 0 4 





15,198. 0 0 








PATNA AND GYA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approzimate Return of cate Sor week ended 2nd February 1884 on 57} miles open. 
— ———$—$———— Ey 


Maxoxannems Cd Minwear : 
ric. TOTAL TRATN-MILES ROM, 
Coacuttne Taar' Tuavy ‘Othe sails 


= a1 Gees (estimated),| Total garnings|—————— 
of C k 
eee |. veeeipie | weletis Receipts. Coaching. | "ise. | tot 


Ra. a. 2. Mads. s| Ra, a. P- Rs. a. FP Ks, a Pe “| « 
; oo] sons 7 0} (1,887 
(oat) Mat] MER) MS a] MBS 











632 10 659 12 maine 
201; 19937 8 0 1,460,258 6] 11,081 4 0 223 2 0 30008 4 0} 6725 


jo, was00 | suze 3 0 170,876 90 | 13,078 14 0 wi 2 0] s007 5 0| 


$2,910 10} 3,170 11 0 50] 8407 8 
mo 4+ 078 6 9,0 YiR M615 5 
“Myo 3 8 100,000.20) 15,471 1 0 41913 0] 47400 2 Oo 





6,535 130 on 424,408 | 7,420 om 


BENGAL PROVINCIAL RAILWAYS. 
Weekly Statement of Traffic Receipts. 


Toran pre 
RRCKIVTS FOR WEEK ENDING ren Ay 


Sted Decale Stok Decembee To por ssa” |"? 22nd Decom- 
‘ber ber 1883, 


Ra, a. P Re, a. P. Rs, a. P. Re a, P. Ra, a. | Me ay 
239 $1,150 0 0 45,101 0 0} 20,564,706 0 0} $2,07,525 0 1,562,819 0 O] snus 
193 13,829 0 0 15,40 0 O] Gales 0 0] Bsaeos oO 202,908 0 0] dee 
36 3,000 0 0 4.762 0 0} 195,083 0 0) 2,806,677 0 BLADE OO) waste 


a 27 1910 0 0 i,taa 0 0 69,038 6 0 79,187 0 0 10,07 0 0 





| I ———————_ 
- oust 0,459 0 0 70,135 0 0 | 20,00,080 0 0| 34,17,347 0 O| 467,207 0 0 


DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


. Earnings for week ending 26th January aes vhs a ov 
orerrnding week of paid dard ae ” 
Tocrease we 

Receipts from Per Jan to 26th January 1884 
© Ditto ditto my to 27th January 1883 


Mites week ending 26th Ji eel 
*. wee week lass t year are 


~ Earnings per mile open week ending 26th Jinn i 
%, . Darrsopiesiog Sek laat year : ove rar 


DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Earnings for week x ealing 2ed February 1854 
~ Oorresponding week last year ove 


“toad lst Jon to 2nd February 1884 
ditto wT tat ee 


Miles week ending 2nd February 1884 
Corssapediling Week last eat... ise 
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a | Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 


Sees 7 of Bengal for the purpose of making 
BY = “4 Laws and Regulations. 


- Saturday, 9th February 1884. 


Present: 
His Honour rae Lrevrenant-Goverxor or Bencat, President. 
he Hon. G. C. Paut, c.1.2., Advocate- General. 
he Hon, H. L. Dasrine, c.1 8, 
he Hon. H. J. Reynoups. 
he How. ©. P. L. Macaunay. 
The Hoy. S. T. Trevor, re. 
. BEyERL«y, 
L. ALuXANDER, 
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+ ~ 
said:—The Muricipal Bill whidh is now before thé'Council does not authorise 
a plication of ‘any, oe of the Municipal fands towards the payment of 
the Municipal Police. | In the Statement of Mg and Reasons, which was laid 
e the Council with the first draft of the Bill, the question of police was ae 
ores to in the following words:—“ Part V of the present Act, relating to 
Municipal Police, hus been omitted from the Bill. owrah and the Suburbs 
a of Calcutta are the only Municipalities which have not already been relieved 
from the charge of maintaining the police force required for their watch and : . 
ward, and a separate ill to meet the cases of these two Municipalities will be 6 ony 
introduced hereafter.” This is the Bill which I have now to ask the leave hy 
of the Council to introduce, It is impossible, upon financial grounds, for the om 
Government to undertake to bear the entire expenditure of the police of  ~ oat 
~ Howrah and the Suburbs of Calcutta. The expenditure on account of Police ~~ 
by in the Suburbs is about one-and-a-half lakhs, speaking in round numbers, and in . 
_ Howrah about half a lakh. Until recently, the Government has borne one- 2 
fourth of the cost in each of these Municipalities; that is to say, about ~ 
Rs. 38,000 in the Suburbs and about Rs. 12,500 in Howrah. Lately, in céh-~ 
sideration of the extra expenditure to be entailed on the Suburbs in the 
3 posed extension of the water-works, Government have agreed to bear one- 
z fait of the cost in the Suburbs, and still bear one quarter in Howrah. Under’ 
the Bill which I have the honour to ask leave to introduce, it will be proposed 
that the Government shall bear three-quarters of the cost in both the Munici-« 
ities of Howrah and the Suburbs. ‘That will raise the Government 
contribution to something like Rs. 1,15,000 in the Suburbs and about © 
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a, Rs. 87,000 in Howrah, leaving the balance of expenditure to be borne by | 
a those Municipalities. ‘he Bill will be a very short one, and will be based 
<7 simply upon Part V of the present Municipal Act. ; 
ETS % The motion was agreed to. pee 
rags . m9 » 
ee. . EXTENSION OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. : # eid 
or 18 The Hon. Mr. Macaunay said :—1! have the honour to move that the Hous,’ <i 
+> * Mr. Beverley be added to the Select Committee on the Bill to extend the. x 
i stem of Local Self-Government in Bengal, in the room of Mr. Allen. lam > iy 
Bp to have this opportunity of saying a few words on the course which © 
Pe * events have’taken regarding this Bill since I had last the honour of ad ing 
cs 4 the Council on the subject. Hon. members are aware that, when the Bill nit 
ioe referred toa Select Committee at the close of last sessions, the scheme ® j 
Bn 4 control by « Central Board had been recommended to the Secretary-of State BY j 
Py ay @ by the Goyernment of India. There was every reason to hope that sanction Ns 
< ie would soon be received, and that the opinions of the local officers the 
ee, Bill might be received in time to admit of the Select Committee fra Z 









a report early in the current session. ‘These hopes have not been® m 
arly in August the Government of India communicated to us the 


~ *, the Secretary of State to sanction the scheme of a Central Beoud-aagat te € ~ 
ag Lieutenant-Governor was invited to consider a suggestion made by the Secre- 
of State to entrust most of the powers which it had been prope y 

confer on the Central Board to District Committees presided over, a 
in the first instance, in most cases by the District Magistrate. T 
nant-Governor considered that there were objections to this pr 
ae adhered to the view which he had previously expressed, that iM 
a independent working of the Local Boards would be endange 

’ ment of District Committeess He pointed out, moreover, th 




















ca. that some of the powers of the Central Board could not be 
® lvcal body, but must be reserved to Government, or at leas 
ae ers of Division, a District Committee constituted as pre 









a working body nor a thorough controlling 
Governor considered that the Chairmanship of 
satisfactory either to the Committees or to the 
that the proper position of the Magistrate 
Boards, as controlling authority. i di 
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fore waspeed ho adhere to ub-divisional Board as the largest ordi 
unit of admi istenploni tro exercised, within precisel defined limite, 
by the Commissioner of Division, working through the Magistrate of the 
oe ict, and certain exceptional powers being of course reserved to Govern- 
Re ment. These proposals were accepted by the Government of India, and 
- recommended to the Secretary of State. We have now learnt, however, that 
Hott iy thé Secretary of State adheres to his scheme of District Committees presided 
over, at any rate in the first instance, in most cases by the Magistrate of the 
district. I propose therefore to invite the Select Committee to proceed at 
once fo assist me in re-casting that portion of the Bill which relates to control, 
care being taken to leave the appointment of an official or a non-official 
Chairman of the District Committee to the discretion of the Lieutenant-Goy- 
ernor. Ihope that our report may be ready for the consideration of the 
Council within three weeks, so that the amended Bill may be published for 
eral information before the close of this session. The opinions of the 
ious officers of Government and of public bodies will then be invited, and 
Vhope the measure will be passed into law early in the next session of the 
’ Council. I may add that the Secretary of State takes no exception to the 
éneral scheme of the Bill apart from the system of control. We shall, therefore, 
east, be able to provide for a large measure of initial independence to the 
. Local Boards, and I should hope that there will be no objection to provid-° 
_ ing, as in the case of Branch Committees under the Cess Act, for Local Boards 
being in special cases declared independent of the District Committee. We 
should thus be able to give freer scope to such elected Boards as I hope to see 
established in Serampore, for instance, and Ranaghat. 
The mention of elected Boards leads me to say a few words regarding Union 
Committees, which are to be the general basis of the system of election. The 
_, Lieutenant-Governor was anxious that no time should be lost in making the 
preliminary arrangements for the construction of Unions in selected sub-divisions, 
“so that cn the passing of the Act the ground migit have been cleared for its 
i ical application, and for the establishment of Local Boards on the clective “ 
»  eonstitution designed for them. In order therefore to secure both uniformity  ~ 
; eatomesich, he determined to intrust the supervision of the necessary pro- 
r ings, in communication with the local officers, to a special officer, and 
for this duty he selected Mr. Westmacott. The excellent manner in which 
Mr. Westmacott is discharging the duty entrusted to him will, | have no doubt, 
pectricwisdeed by Government in due course. Tam glad to say, too, that the 
sub-divisional oflicers, notably Mr. Collier of Serampore. Mr. Ritchie of the 
head-quarters sub-division of Nuddea, and Baboo Ram Charn Bose of Ranaghat, 
have taken the keenest interest in the work, and have displayed great energ 
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\ -and‘ability in carrying it forward. Progress reports have been received, and, 
s ness See of the Council, I will read portions of them. Mr, Collier 
ie ws:—** With reference to the attitude of the educated classes, I am of 


<u pinion that it has been quite satisfactory. I have scon no signs of an attempt 
ms on their part to monopolize the power of election. On the contrary, 1 have 
~ been struck by their evident wish that those persons who possess the confidence 
Gf the majority of the people should be elected. The theory of popular 
ete NA sentation to be perfectly familiar to all classes. This is owing, 
to the fact. that such representation forms part of their ordinary 
of managing village and caste affairs On the other hand, I have not 
y disposition on the part of the educated classes to hold altogetter 
ppear perfectly willing to serve if elected, and also come for- 

d again: —“ The usual praise of a popular candidate is that ne 
man,” ‘a very just man,’ and so on. ‘The ryots understand 
will have certain sums of money to spend for the benefit 
They look upon the members clected as trustees on their 
9 are particularly; anxious that they should be men whow 
6 not mean to say that they lay no stress upon education 
‘I think that what they look at chiefly is honesty and fair- 
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ey are quite ri The glectors are, 1 believe, 

> The men “have chosen are probably the best 

ected,” ‘From the lists. already submitted, 
m wany classes.  Zemindars, 
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on er traders are about: o—_ 
Deh el s that I have hold so far is that — 
is among the vatious classes in the moftssil \ 
Thad ously supposed. Ono is always liable to be too much influenced 
one’s Pidicial experiences in such matters, forgetting that they are necessarily 
confined to the darker side of things. The representatives elected undertake ~ 
the work quite willingly.’ Of the Kishnaghur sub-division of Nuddea, . 
Mr. Ritchie says:—“ All classes of the people have come forward as electors. 
The local zemindars have usually been present, and contingents both of the 
‘bhadra’ and the ‘chasalok.’ They (the educated class) have not held aloof 
atall. They appear to me to be in harmony with the people and to possess 
their confidence. Ihave found no difficulty in any case in reconciling the 
wishes of the common people with those of the educated clusses.” In Ranaghat - ~ 
the average number of electors present was néarly 65 for every hundred house- 
holds. r. Westmacott coneludes his report with these words :—‘ J think that 
the experiment has so far proved most satisfactory ; that the rural popelaays 
is really desirous of being represented by men in whose hands their m 
will be safe; that they consider that there are such men among their .substan- 
tial and respectable neighbours, and that these men are willing to undertake 
the management of local affairs for the public benefit.” In a later report 
Mr. Collier, speaking of a very largely attended rural election, says :—" The ai 
contrast between these figures and those which represent the attendance of : 
tate-payers at municipal elections is very remarkable. I am at present strongly 
inclined to the opinion that the explanation is to be found in the difference 
of the modes of election. The simple ore, that of calling the people together 
and letting them choose their own representatives, is one which they understand, 
and which accords with their traditions, practice and modes of thought. The 
going up singly to a polling booth and recording their votes without any discus- _ 
sion is a metlicd which is exactly the reverse. With the other system its 
impossible not to observe that the people take not only a keen interest, but 
also a considerable amount of pleasure, in the elections.” Now, Sir, Itom- 
mend these results to the consideration of those who sneered at the system of 
Union Committees, and who told us so confidently that the people at la ‘ 
would take no interest whatever in the management of their village sch Li 
roads and water-supply ; who told us that no one but a few half-eduecated, 
“penniless ‘adventurers knew or cared anything about Local Self-Government; 
who told us that there could never, under any circumstances, be any mpathy 
or any touch between the educated classes and the agricultural claspbante Ne 
this country. I think these results show conclusively that in>the Union A 
system we have hit upon the very best means of interesting the people 
at large in the management of their own affairs, and of establishing a com- 
pect, intelligent, interested body for the election of members for the 
igher edministrative Boards. I commend these results pei to the con- 
sideration of those who apprehend failure from the general extension eo 
elective system te Municipalities. We are told that the elective 
not succeeded in Serampore town. Yet we find that it has su : 
all expectation in the rural Unions in the Serampore sub-division, | 
Mailure the fault of the people, or the fault of our administration of the sy: 
In Serampore town, of course, we know that the ciroumstances have beens 
and that the system has suffered simply from atrophy. it f 
household franchise. In 1880 the qualification of voters was 
The people at once ceased to show any interest in the matter 
votes in tage numbers, for the simple reason that nine-tenths: 
votes to give. The constituency was at one stroke reduced 
to about 600. The system flourished before, and will flo 
Serampore, with a proper franchise, But we need not look | 
like Serampore and Burdwan. In them the lective system would 
succeed. But look at ‘the sialler Municipalities, Bien are 
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: 3 of r Manica ie eats a 
1 impo subject for the consideration of the local officers 
tin regard to th method of election. Meunwhile, I thinkaye 
atulate ourselves u e excellent results of what I may call this 
y application of that part of the Bill which refers to Union Com- 
18 have now the honour to ask that the motion which stands in my 
e may be pre posed to the Council. 
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~~ _ His Honour rae Present said :—-I wish to add for myself u few words to 
~ the remarks which have fallen from my hon. friend Mr. Macaulay on the sub- 
_ ject. ‘Ibe question of introducing a Bill for Local Self-Government has natur- 
“ally attracted the attention of the press and the public, and the Government of 
= I have been taken to blame for the delay which has occurred in intro- 
|. ducing and carrying out this measure. It hus been objected to us that, while 
_ the, other provinces have received their measure, and passed Acts for carry- 
ing out this system, Bengal is still in the background, and there is nothing 
known as to what course the Goyernment is going to take in the matter. 
From the observations which my hon. friend Mr. Macaulay has addressed 
- to us, 1 think it is clear that, if there is blame, it does not attach to us. We 
have been in correspondence since the last session with the Government of 
India, and the Government of India with the Secretary of State, upon 
several of the important principles in connection with the messure, and 
> I may add that the correspondence is not yet finished. We huve not 
received the lust despatch, which we understand is coming out from the 
Secretary of State. ut we do know this, that while the Secretary of State has 
rejected our proposal for a Central Board of control, he has also gone further 
and adhered to a suggestion which he had previously made, that the system 
of Local Self-Government should have, in connection with it, District Committees. 
and that District Committees should, at the first starting of the measure at any 
~ rate, be under the presidency of the District Magistrate, and tliat the Magis- 
__ trate should have the supervision of the Commissioner of the Division. That 
‘js the final decision of the Secretary of State, and is one which we can no longer 
contest. Now I do not regret the delay which has occurred in dealing with the 
“=. © question, because it clears the way for our coasideration of the whole subject in 
eclearest manner, ‘The Bill has been introduced into this Council, and has been 
referred to a Select Committee, and is now before that Committee, But the 
lines upon which the bill was drawn will have to be considerably re-cast 
- in deference to the views of the Secretary of Stute, and it will be for the Select 
- Committee to consider in what form that re-casting should take place, The 
“Hon. Mr. Macaulay has stated, and it is intimated in the despatch of the Secre- 
“tary of State, that these District Committees should be rather Committees of 
ntrol than Committees of administration. They are, in all cases nearly, to be 
ded over by the Magistrate of the district. I think itis quiteopen to the 
Committee, if they should think fit to do so, to Aonatax whether there 
not be an enlargement of that point ; that is, while the Magistrate of the 
trict should be at their head, whether they should not take upon themselves 
ministrative duties in addition to duties of supervision and control If that 
ld be sanctioned by the Select Committee, it will be for the consideration of 
ole Council, after having had an opportunity of consulting the District 
iether that shell not form part af the Bill ; that is to say, that Dis. 
should be, in addition to Committees of control, as well Commit- 
‘istration. 
» do not regret the delay myself, because we are now considering the 
rtaut measure as regards Municipalities. 1 have every confidence 
ure will, if possible, bagoeed in February, and atter it is passed 
ill devolve upon the Executive Government and its officers in 
the Act throughout the'country. It will entail a good deal of 
jon, and treuble, and I should be very sorry to have to bring 
Bills of that kind at the same time. If we can satisfactorily 
inde ent system of municipal administration 
all our districts, I think we shall 
very well to leave to the next session 
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Committee's, report } 
it to local officers for onion, | 
and disposal. We sh | then Have the advantage of seeing the syst 
Municipalities ped this year, and ask you to take in hand t a tan 
weer of Local Self-Government next year, I should be sorry to have tw 
su Jarge measures in hand ut the sume time. 
The motion was agreed to. “ap 
BENGAL MUNICIPALITIES. ee, 
Ox the motion of the Hox, Mr. ReyNoups the Council proceeded ON 
farther consideration of the Bill to amend and consolidate tho law selaiing “She scm 
Municipalities. ; ies te 
The adjourned debate on the Hox. Mr. Brveriry’s motion to omit thie” 
last clause of section 8 and substitute the following in its stead was resumed :— . 
“Eyory notification declaring a town or village to be a Municipalit, ite 
(subject to the provisions of section 13) the number of the (bd asic Manigtante, 
see ehether or not the provisions of sections 14, 15, and 16, and of section 24, shall ap > 


to such Municipality. 
“Notwithstanding any such notification, the Local Government may at any time by’ 


an. order published in the Calruéta Gazette extend the provisi iy . 
of them to any Municipality.” aa PRR OE SE 
The Hoy. Mr. Reynoups said :—The division which was taken at the last 

meeting of the Council absolves me, | think, from the necessity of replying « ay 
to a good deul of what has been urged by the two hon. members who fai 

éved these amendments. That division may fairly be considered to show 
that a majority of the Council are in favour of the pa of specifying certain 
municipalities in schedules appended to the Bill, Some arguments have been 
used in the course of the debate which seem to me hardly to require a serious 
answer. ‘The hon. member whose amendment we are now discussing sug: 4 
ae if I heard him rightly) that the Bill was beyond the powers of this ; 

‘ouncil to pass, as being an encroachment on the prerogative of the Crown Macey ee 
‘The hon. member must surely have forgotten that the Bill only asks the Coun-2 
el to do for certain mofussil municipalities what it has already done for. : 
Calcutta. It is only in virtue of a vote of this Council that the elective system ~ n4 
has been established in the Calcutta Municipality, and what the Le. ilatare: ~ 4 
could do for Caleutta it can do for Dacca and-for Hovghly. Then the hon.’4 Ya 
member on my left said that, on the analogy of the English Municipal Acts, the 
charter of incorporation cught to be granted by the act. of the executive | ve 
Government. Certainly ; but what has the charter of incorporation to do with Baal sh de 
the election of Commissioners? The Municipalities which we are diseussin fe 
have received their charter of incorporation already: those which may be 
created hereafter will receive theirs in the same manner. But ante’ 
aside these considerations, which I can scarcely suppose to have been iv 
ed to be taken seriously, I wish to say a few words in explanation ¢ 
course which the Select” Committee have adopted, and I quite admit 
such an explanation is due to those members of Couneil w 0-4W" 
Members of the Select Committee. We have beon asked what principle 
Select Committee has followed, and how far the particular recommendations 
have made are in accordance with that principle, or with any pri 
at all. ‘Tne object we have sought to attain is discussed and ex lai 
letter of the Government of Bengal, dated the 5th Jul 1882, 
declares that the Lieutenant-Governor will be pre 
the elective system to all first class Municipalities and a eo. 
palities of the second class. It is remarked that “ the law. 
regulating Mofussil erg pace has now been in operation fo 
the area over which such unicipalities-exercise jurisdiction 
defined ; and the places at which such Municipalities have | 

rally centres of trade and population, where we 

only men of education and culture, but men who haye gaine 
of municipal administration under the system which he 
the Jast. twenty years.” ‘It ig expressly stated that 
the Lieutenatit-Governor tebe 10 is 
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ial t P Then, with regard to the appoint- 
of a Chairman, goes on to observe that, “in the mofussil, the 
® of the chief executive offiér’ at the Head of the Bourd has very 
¢ th effect of discouraging the free expression of independent opinion: 
tho 





i this may be waterially altered by the working of the elective 
, Still there can be little doubt that the object of encouraging Local Self- 
Government would be promoted by the removal of this overshadowing 
~ influence, sufficient power being retained to compel the Commissioners to 
So mat their duty to the public, should they persist in neglecting it.” These 
ing the objects to be attained, there were three ways in which we might have 
ought to carry out our instructions We might have adopted the plan of the 
hon, member on my left, which allows the Government at any time to enfranchise 
or disfranchise a Municipality at its pleasure: or the plan of the hon. mover of 
ie present amendment, which leaves the first decision of the matter with the 
~ ‘Government, but declares that the decision must be made within six months 
after the passing of the Bill: or the plan adopted in the Bill, which leaves the 
éstion, as regards existing Municipalities, to be settled by the Legislature. 
@ had no hesitation in rejecting the plan of my hon friend on theleft. Such a 
scheme would not have been a scheme of genuine self-government at all: it was 
ws to the orders of the Government of India, and it would have been 
le better than a fiction and ashadow. If we had adopted the Hon. Mr. 
» Beverley’s plan, we should have done so in the fullest confidence that the power 
thus given to the Lieutenant-Governor would be wisely, righteously, and 
liberally exercised. But it appeared to us that this was a mutter of principle, 
and that it was inconsistent with the objects which the Bill was intended to 
secure that the power of defeating its provisions should be left in the hands 
of any individual, even of the head of the Government itself. We therefore 
adopted the scheme proposed in the Bill, and we did so, as the Council has 
eady been infurmed, with the full concurrence of His Honor the Licutenant- 
vernor. The plan of specifying certain Municipalities in schedules was sug- 
ested, if I remember rightly, by the British Indian Association, and the pre- 
tedent of the Embankment Act was referred to—a precedent which seems 
to me very applicable to the present case. Hon. members will perhaps 
* recollect that certain schedules were annexed to the Embankment Act of 1873, 
¥ op it.was declared that such embankments as were specified in one of those 
y edulées should be repaired and maintained at the expense of the Govern- 
mént, and that other embankments which might be taken over.should be 
épaired at the expense of the zemindars concerned. It seems to me that 
§ Council is as competent to decide whether the elective system should 
introduced into certain municipalities as the Legislature wes to determine 
fhether certain Embankments should be repaired at the expense of Goyern- 
.. This, then, was the principle which the Select Committee followed, 
e full elective system should be extended, by the aetion of the 
ture, to all the larger and more advanced Municipalities, unless in 
: i ‘eases there was special reason for excluding them from the opera- 
te he systen). 
= Before 1 proceed to notice partici lar cases, I wish to glance at an argu- 
h was put forward by my hon. friend to the left (Mr. gi sag 
» aid:—‘ You admit that there are circumstances which wouid make it 
@ to extend the elective system to certain Municipulities: what 
@ have you that those circumstances will not arise hereafter? You 
existence of party spirit as one of those circumstances. How are 
) be sure pak it will not arise when the elective system has been 
At is an argument which the hon. mover of the amendment whieh 
nsidering (Mr. Beverley) is not entitled to use, because the 
P be a difficulty, is not met by his amendment; but no doubt 
yet on my left is entitled’to use it. I might think it sufficient to 
oe has been disposed 6f by the division which hes already 
do 1:0t wish to give such an answer. 1 would rather face 
pt to evade it, dnd my reply to the hon. inember would 
‘with some. bits at Nanicipel Self-Government 
1 edtidation, the lessons of which will go far, notatogethtr 
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» to extinguish fed y gteh ; 
effect upon, municipal administra ‘ink I may say 2 

been obtained in Calentta, and | should hope that it will be attain 

way in the mofussil. But if our expettations are disappointed, the B 
ides such a complete system of control-that the evils which my hon, fi 

seem to coment are not likely to arise. If party spirit makes a Mun 

“too inactive, the Government has power to apply the spur. If the ten 
in the opposite direction, the Government can use the rein. If party spirit 
such an effect us to render the Municipality unable to perform its duties, 
the Bill gives power to suspend it altogether, : Ce it 

I now wish to refer to som» particular examples which have been noticed in — 
the course of the debate. I will first take the case of Utter LIE which the 
Hon. Mr. ampier sp ke of asa crucial example. (The Hoy. Mx. Damprer:— — ~ 
IT said it was an instance before she Council ] What are the facts as to Utter- 
? It is a first class Municipality; a place of considerable wealth and 

Importance, not a straggling ¢ llection of huts, but a compact town, with. 
schools and dispensaries, and a public library ; and it is inhabited by people of 
more than averuge intelligence and education. A priori, it is eminently fitted 

for the introduction of the elective system. It is quite true that the Commis- 
sioner of the Division has reported against the extension of the elective system 

to Utterpara. But what reason did he give? He said that the system would © 
be a mere farce, because you would get exactly the same members by election 

as you would by nomination If that shows anything, it shows that the elective 
system can be introduced into Utterpara without the slightest risk. But the ™ 
F. . hon. member said that the Councii had before it a petition from Utterpara 

“~ protesting aguinst the introduction of the elective system there, and yet it was 

y proposed to force this system upon the people. 
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SS [The Hon. Mr. Dampier :—I said that you are going to reject a 
decision of the Local Government on certain papers which were referred to _ 
ra in the petition, without knowing anything about it. There is a decision o} 

Epa: : the Local Government as stated in those papers. If that is so, then’the 
Council, without having good reasons, are absolutely upsetting a decision 
which the Executive Government of Bengal have come to on a consideration 
of those papers. } 


The Hon. Mr. Reynoups resumed :—The hon. member was careful to tel 
’ us that he attached no importance to such petitions, andjthat they are general 
7 worthless. But it seems that when they are in accordance with the views 
advocates, they are entitled to our respectful consideration. As to W 
has been said of the former decision of the Government, it must be 
membered that the present Bill was not at that time before the Go 
ment, and I would remind the Council that, if we have one peti 
Bit from Utterpara against the elective system, we have two others requesting us 
“4 ive them that privilege ; and ail the petitions show is that there are two pi 
in the town, one of which wishes to have the system and the other de 
and we have been assured by the Commissioner of the Division that’ 
duction of the elective system very much the same class of 
— will be elected as under the present system of nomination. It 
hs able to assume that the two parties in the town will be re ed 
¥ elected Commissioners in much the same proportion as_ they 
among the residents, and, if so, the existence of these p 






































i % objection to the introduction of a system of election, 
ee: referred to by the Hon. Mr. Beverley was the Munici 
ez: Now the letter from Noakholly is for the most part an 


individual opinion of the Magistrate. It is tolerably 
Cheirman, who is the only native Commissioner whose 
the letter, did not agree with the Magistrate in his view 
main point of the Magistrate’s argument? He said of 
have already been told of Utterpara, that the 
system would be the same as that of the “system 0} 
tuke the case of Patna, Here we have a Vetter. ; 
tuat the majority of the Commissioners do not di 
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ie nembers have he ne a telegram from.that place, on 
tay ich I do not desire om stress, as it is not officially before = bat I may 
~~. remark’ that the only two Commissioners whose opinions the Magistrate quotes 
in his letter are both of them in favour of the system of election in” Beta, 
Indeed, the Magistrate himself seems conscious of the weakness of his cause, 
for he goes on to say that he concludes the elective system will be introduced ‘ 
into Patna. I do not see how any other conclusion could be possible. If we 
aire going to introduce the elective system anywhere in Bengal, it would surely 
be a monstrous thing that a great city like Patna, the capital of u large pro- 
vinee, with a population of 175,000, and the centre of great wealth and com- 
-merce, should be thought unfit to have this system introduced in it. If the letter 
_ of the Magistrate had been the only expression of opinion on the subject, I should 
still have hesitated to agree that Patna should be excluded from’ the elective 
ei But that is not the case. There have been four public meetings held 
ere, and at each of these there was a unanimous and very strongly expressed 
wish by those who attended that the elective system should be ‘introduced. 
Then take the case of the city of Moorshedabad. We havea letter from the 
Deputy. Magistrate, the officer in charge of the sub-division, deprecating 
_ the introduction of the elective system. My answer to that is the sume as in 
the case of Patna, that it would be monstrous to exclude places like these 
from the cleetive system. Moreover, the Deputy Magistrate’s only reason for 
his conclusion was that he was pil poets that the elective system would 
. prove to be unsuccessful. If this should be the case, the powers reserved in 
the Bill will enabie the Government to deal with the matter. Then came ¢ 
Dinagepore. ‘The Commissioners of that place only said that they did not 
approve of the universal introduction of the elective system. Dut the Bill, as 
itstands, does not propose to introduce the system universally, Then with regard 
to Durbhunga. We have two letters from Durbhunga. The letter from whieh 
the hon. member quoted was written on the first draft of the Bill. The later letter 
from Durbhunga approves generally of the Bill, and 1 do not see the smallest 
expression of opinion in it that Durbhunga should be excluded from the 
operation of the elective system, It is true that the Commissioners say that 
the Government ouglhit to reserve the power to disfranchise any Municipality 
atits pleasure. If that is the opinion of the Manicipal Commissioners of : 
Durbhunga, I have the misfortune to differ from them entirely. It appears to 
me that the powers which this Bill pie to confer on the Commissioners 
of a Municipality, are powers which ought to be exercised not durante bene 
placito, but quamdiu bene se gesserint ; and this is the view which I hope the 
Council will accept and endorse. Ido not intend to detain the Council further 
with particular instances, but I hope that what I have said, if it does not alto- 
_ gether remove the objections of the hon, mover of the amendment, will at any 
.~ , rate satisfy him that the Select Committee have not proceeded in that hasty ani 4 
Te sMaemsidcrate way in which he appears to think they have. In fact, if the Select 
. Committee have erred, they have erred on the side of over-caution. Where there 
was any reasonable doubt whether a Municipality should have a place in . 
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he schedule they put it into the schedule, leaving it to any lon. member to ee «| 

f move its exclusion. I should like to appeal to the hon. member whether, after - e 
this explanation, he will not withdraw his amendwent and allow the Council | 
_ “te goon with the consideration of the Bull. a 
7a he How. Manomen Yusur suid:—Having watched the debate in the ia 
1 the last occasion, and having oad, amongst others, what the Ress | 

Macaulay said on the amendment under discussion, | fully agree = 

“has. fallen from that gentleman, and I endorse every word of S| 

has said. It is not, therefore, necessary for me to take up the ; 

2 Council at any length, but I desire it to be understood that the Be 

udvocate is that legislation on any subject should be as perfect 7 

e as possible, and that very little should be leit unprovided for by ~ 

aud embody all rules, and meet all cases, unless it isa _ 


which the Legislature has not at present complete informa- 
mission of the Council I will read an extract (which - 

ry relevant) from the debate on,the Bill for the regulation 
funicipalities :— . : 

mPiER said before this Bill was referred to a Select Committee, 

tion to the delisitious. They ‘gave very broad powers to the 
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Executive Govertfinent. A Hill Municipality’ might mean ~ ly any M 
Bengal which the. Lieutenant-Governor oe ‘say wasa Hill Munici » a 
were the goolies to whom the provisions of the Bill might be exten —t any Lin~ 
cluded within ‘the classes of persons specified in au order published by the Govern- — 
ment under segtion 4.’ That was to say, putting an extreme case, that it wus loft to. - 
Executive Government to declare that any person working for hire within any Municipality oe 
in Bengal might be brought under the Act. ‘ 

~ The Hon. rue Apvocate-Genenat said that he agreed with his hon. friend to the 
right (Mr. Dompier that there shvuld be a definition in the Bill, which should not be left 
in such doubt and uncertainty as the term “holding” was left in another Act, in which a 
holding was defined as anything which the Magistrate chvose to declare a holding. Another ° 
point was that tho rates of hire should be fixed by the Act. He thought that the persons ~~ 
upon whom the Act was to operate should have a right to be heard—a right to represent to 
to Council or to the Lieutenant-Governor by memorial their views on the subject. But if 
the power to fix the rates was left to exeoutive authority, those whom the rates would affect 
would be subject to their operation without, having had the right to urge their objections (if 
any) to their sufficiency or propriety. “og 

llis Honour tue Presinenr said that the observations which had been made seemed 

to him to have very great force, because, personally, he should be very sorry to accept the 
responsibility either of defining what a hill coolie was or of taking other executive action in _ 
amatter which should properly and rightly be defiued by law iuerefore he hoped that * 
the remarks which had nm made would receive the careful attention of the Select Com- . 
committee before the Bill was brought up for final consideration.” $ 


Now it cannot be said that the subject-matter of the present amend- . 
ment, or that which preceded it, is such that this Council has not all the ‘ 
information which it should have in order to legislate upon the same on 
proper principles. Why, then, leave your functions to somebody else and 
transfer the responsibility from your own shoulders to those of others? If this 
were not so, it might as well be to have a single section in the Act empowering, 
the executive to frame rules and alter the same and extend the principle or 
withdraw the same, as it thought proper In fact, the very necessity of 
legislation would be doubtful. But I goa step further, and submit that the 
Council, according to its very constitution, has advantages for providing for 
a subject which the executive has not. And if the result of the two 
processes had been the same, we should not haye had the amendments 
that. were proposed at our last meeting. It is apprehended that this 4 
Council might commit some mistake which it is necessary should be rectified. \ 
I have one further observation to offer, and that is this, that this Council , 
should be expected to listen to the voice of reason in the same way as any- 
one else. If, therefore, it is really found out in course of time that anything” 
done by the Council is not as it should be, proper steps might be taken to’ 

















remedy the wrong; and if the wrong really exists, no one need give himself up a ‘ 
in despair. What is the use of going into the matter in a half-hearted ele, | es 
Why take away with the left hand what you give with the right ? fe Rea 


The Hox. toe Apyocare-Grnerat said:—I did not intend upen thi: 
occasion to trouble the Council with any remarks of my own, 
I thought, having duly considered the observations made by my hon. frie 
Mr. Dampier and ty hon. friend Mr Beverley, that the principle 
which this amendment was proposed had been fully understood; but 
from certain observations that the principle has been entirely misunders 
I think it right to say a few words on the motion. ‘The proposition w 
Hon. Mr. Dampier put forward was a very simple one. It was 
this Council is in a position, having sufficient evidence 
determine whether the schedule which has been annexed to ‘Bi 
a proper one; or, in other words, whether the Council has sufficient ey 
before it to declare that particular Municipalities, except those whic 
mentioned in the first sikelclo, shall come under the elective sy; 
Is the evidence sufficient to justify us in taking the responsibility 
attach to us by declaring that all Municipalities, exeept those 




















excepted, should come under the elective system? Well, u 
last speaker says we have before us all the evidence wuich the 
ment has. ‘That is his opinion, and it may be he is right; but, 
certainly gave us no reason to suppose so. But the question still 
Hon. Mr. Dampier challenged the assertion that we have 
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befor ‘and the Hon. Mr. Beverley gave some strong 
reasons to show that it is a question of grave doubt whether the ‘slectize 
bed ‘should be extended to all these Municipalities by this Council. fhe 
hon. member, who spoke last says—and I quite endorse the opinion—that 

where’ the Council is in a position to accept the sense of responsibility, 

it would be cowardice on the part of the Council to shuffle it off upon 











oe @ shoulders of the Liecutenant-Governor. But if, on the other hand, 
we have not got sufficient evidence before us, as I think we have not, it 
i will be very wrong to assume a responsibility which more properly belongs 
to the Lieutenant-Governor, who has better opportunities of enquiry and 

. before whom the parties who object to this schedule may be heard. With 


to Uiterpara, that is a notable instance; and while agreeing with 
my hon. friend Mr. Dampier that we should not attach too much importance 
* to petitions, still it appears that there is a strong feeling on the subject there, 
demanding a careful enquiry. My v’ews on this question have been already 
before the Council, and I cannot say that I feel at all satisfied with the argu- 
ments wnich have been urged against them. But the principle having 
been accepted by a majority of this Council, I will be very glad to do 
- my very best to support the conclusion arrived st. We must, however, take 
care that we do not put into any Act matter as to the propriety of which we 
are not ratisfied. If in this particular case we are not satisfied that there is 
sufficient evidence to enable us to say clearly tiat these Municipalities 
should be considered elective Municipalities, then it is our bounden duty to 
say we shall not insert them inthe schedule Mr. Beverley’s amendment is that 
the Lieutenant-Governor, who has an intimate knowledge of these Muni- 
cipalities, and is in constant communication with those in favour or against 
the system of election, should be allowed to judge. Sufficient evidence has 
béen produced by Mr. Beverley to show us that in 20 or 30 large Munici- 
ities there is a great diversity of opinion. Petitions have been read 
asking that the system shall not be introduced into them. (Mr. Macauuay 
_ corrected the hon. speaker, saying that Mr. Bevertey had not read any petition. 
Mr. Brveruey said he had read extracts not from petitions, but from reports. ] 
I meant reports, and there are many reports which are of more value than 
itions. Of course I have the same opinion of petitions as my hon. friend 
Dampier, but I think that they ought to put us on enquiry. The reports 
of officers who are on the spot are of great value, and we have reports from many 
persons who have come forward and told us that the elective system ought not 
to be introduced. In answer to that, the Hon. Harbans Sahai says that these 
are the cries of the very men who are going to be displaced. No Subs there is 
some truth in this remark. On the other hand, it is to be observed that although 
thé hon. member's statement is one way of putting an argumeat, I cannot forget 
fact that these are the men conversant with the working of Municipalities, 
a ie opinions, however interested, should be respected until further enquiry is 
made. We are not bound to reject them. What do we now propose to 
~ do? We propose that the Lieutehant-Governor shall have the power to extend 
the elective system after full evidence is taken that the system should be 
exten in particular cases, ‘Lhat is all that we ask, and all that the Hon, 
Mr, Dampier referred to. I think it would be unnecessarily taking up the 
time of the Council to say anything more on the subject. I must ask hon. 
senibers to weigh carefully and consider well the arguments put forward. by 
Hon. Mr, Dampier, and, so far as I have been able to judge of the debate, 
does not appear to me that those arguments have been met by the hon. 
ers who have spoken 















o Mion. Mu. Macautay said that as he spoke at the last meeting on the 
‘pefore the Council he had no right to speak on the present occasion, but 
‘His Honour the President whether there was any means by which 
@ before the Council the telegram which had been referred to by 


‘in charge of the Bill. 


» Presipenr said he did not think there was any objection to 
ing the telegram which he had received, with the permis- 
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“(Tho Municipal Commissioners of Patna—28, of whom 10 nrg 
_ non-offiuinls, are strongly of opinion that the Patna Municipality is.quite 1 
elective Rapti. Khodabux, Sukhraj Bahadoor, Alihnssan, absent, but. joined 
™ ; Nawab Valayet Ali presided at a public meeting, where the elettion was 
mously resolved, and no meeting of Commissioners ever was held to discuss this qu 
Chairman's note, quoted by Mr. Beverley, is unknown to us. Please read this in 
We could not consult others.” 
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The Hon. tae Apvocate-Generat asked whether the télegram which had ; 

been read was in answer to any communication which hud been made toy the on 
ve 


¢ ee) 


persons who had sent the telegram. ae 






Ie 
The Hox. Mn. Macautay said that it was certainly not the case. He | * 
had made no communication whatever to the pati, He had received the = 
telegram, and was asked to read it to the Council. Ko 


Tie Hon. Mr. Damrrer said that from the course which hon. members 
had taken in not speaking to his amendment, though they addressed thems ‘ 
selves to the arguments which he had brought forward in the course of their 
speeches on the Hon. Mr. Beverley’s amendment, he had no opportauity of 
answering what he had been said against his own motion, : 


The Hoy. Mr. Macavnay reminded the Hon. Mr. Dampier that he had 
spoken immediately after Mr. Macaunay at the last meeting and had 
endeavoured to answer him. . 


The Hon. Mr. Bevertey said:—Sir, at the last meeting of the Council we 
were informed that, although the idea of appending the Schedules to the Bill was 
adopted by the Select Committee deliberate yand of its own motion, that idea 
nevertheless had the concurrence of the baad of the Government. hat was, . 
of course, Sir, before you had heard what was to be said on the other side. 
You are now aware, Sir, that several members of your Council are opposed te 
the schedules, und I am sure they may rely on your considering the question 
on its merits, after weighing the arguments urged on either side, and without 
feeling yourself bound in sny way by any opinion you may huve expressed 
before this debate took place. oe 

I regret that it should be necessvry for me again to repeat that am inno 
way opposed to the elective system, or — by that vague terror which the 
hon member opposite [Mr. Macaulay] has attributed to me The hon. mem= — +34 
ber knows as well as any one that my amendments in no way trench upon the 7 
principle of the Bill, and that his arguments tend to raise a false issue, and te © 
divert attention from the real point of the controversy. That point, Sin te 
simply this: the Bill as presented by the Select Committee recognises. the two 
principles of—(1 | election of a majority of the Committee, and 2) electic 
Chairman ; bat it says that these principles cannot be universally introdue 
present, and that there must be exceptions in both cases, i.e, Municipa 
which are not as yet to elect their Commissioners, and Commissioners'who are né 
as yet to elect their Chairman, And a slender majority of the Select € 
wish, to impose upon this Council the responsible and perhaps invid 
saying what Municipalities shall-be thus excepted. We, on the 
say that, if there must be exceptions, it is for the Local Gov. er 
decide what they shall be. Wesay that such exceptions must necess 
depend on local ci:enmstances and peculiarities of which Coune 
no knowledge. We say that the Government has. its local offic 
local reports on which it can act; while the information 
Council is of the most meagre description. My hon. :friend 4 
extracts I read to the Council at the Jast meeting prove 
and copious is the material at our disposal. But. the om 
better. He must be aware that the ‘adoemate before the CG 
point is of the most me: character, and that, as regards the f 
majority of the present Municipatities to exercise the 
absolutely no information at This f 
of criticisms on other points in the Bill, and r 
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eir own Commissioners or their own Chair- 


sman. Some-opinions on that point there are; but they are, so to say, sporadic, 
; 3 ‘ 


d here and there, and wholly insufficient to enable this Council to come 
¢o an opinion on the point. As regards the great majority of Municipalities, 

_ -Trepeat the Council has absolutely no information whatever. 
= *: is, then, is the first ground we take; but we go further and say that, 
| -even in cases where the local opinions have been laid before us, the Select 


Committee have not been guided by them. Now, if local opinions and local — 


reports ure not to be our guide, I would ask in all humility, upon what is this 
~. Gouncil to rely in framing these schedules? The hon. member himself was 
~. forced to admit that the Council must be guided by these local reports; but 

-when the reports do not happen to chime ir with his own views, he gravely 

R proceeds to discredit his own witnesses. When the present Municipal Com- 
igsioners, the nominees of Government, express a deliberate opinion that any 
is unfit to exercise the franchise, the hon. member insinuates that they 
‘oppose the measure because they apprehvnd it will lead to their own extinction. 
Sir, I feel sure that my hon. friend was not speaking seriously wlien he made 
this imputation. 

: I now pass on to the remarks of the hon. member in charge of the Bill, 
and if 1 understood him aright, he disputes the position that the opinions 
which I quoted were the opinions of the Municipal Commissioners. In that 
‘case I must ask hon. members to refer to those reports again. ‘Tbe Magistrate 
of Noakholly says that he explained the Bill very carefully to the Municipal 
‘Commissioners, and that they were of opinion that Noukholly should be entered 
im the schedules. The Chairman of the Patna Municipality distinctly 
writes:—“ To the majority of the Commissioners the introduction of the elective 
system docs not commend itself.” Vhe Chairman of the Moorshvdabad Muni- 
cipality gives the opinion of five out of six Commissioners, and distincily says 
that he himself expresses no opinion, As regards Dinagepore, I see that in 

_ March last the Commissioners were of opinion that the elective system might 
be introduced into that town. ‘hat opinion was overlooked by me, ‘The 

inion quoted was that expressed at a subsequent meeting in April. The 
later letter from Durbhungah, to which reference has been made, does nos touch 
tho question as to the fitness of that place for the enjoyment of the franchise. 
It is quite immaterial to my argument whether these places are or are not 
fit; I si say that in these cases, amongst others, the Select Committee have 
not acted on the opinions before us. . 
Sir, it seems to me that our difficulties will only have begun if the Council 
‘accepts the task of framing these schedules. On the last occasion I pointed 
out, not only that local opinions had been ignored by the Select Committee, 


| ‘Mat that, if there was any principle apparent in the schedules, it was a prin- 
















by numerous exceptions. My remarks mainly had reference to 
I. hey are also applicable to Schedule II. It might be supposed 
hat, when all the Commissioners are appointed by Government, they might 
‘be left to elect their own Chairman. Of the twenty-one places in 





‘to elect their own Chairman, while the other ten are entered in Sche- 
UL. Andon what principle? Ap tly the backward, out-of-the-way 
is are to be allowed to elect their Chairman; while at sudder stations and 
.divisions, where there is a Magistrate ‘on the spot to watch and control 
work of the Municipality, the Commissioners are not to be allowed to 
( airme f this is the principle adopted, it is scarcely one that 
this Council. It iswith no little confidence, then, that 
Sir, and.this Council, to accept my amendments and leave to the 
a task which properly belongs to it, and which it is far better 
discharge. should the Council seck to tie the hands of 
in this matter? Why should the Government wish to tie its own 
rk of this Council, Sir, I take it, is to assert the general 
leave it to the Local Government to qualify that principle as 
ing to it the necessary powers for that purpose. 


2 Paestvenr said :—I am giad to be able again to preside in 
‘in theso disoussions, and I am epecial glad todosd in 


ule I, ‘however, in eleven only are the appointed Commissioners to be . 
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connection im t measure which is now engaging our 
. The Asstt Beh the Hon. Mr. Beverley has put forward is one wi 
a an important principle of this Bill, and though he has, on his 
the fact that the Bill as originally framed left to the Government, the full 
discretion of saying which Municipalities ought to have the elective prin- 
ciple, and which Municipalities should enjoy the privilege of. electing their own 
President, and though I ne the eet member is ppctes he ee views bya 
nany officers with e local experience, J have no hesitation in saymg 
sake if vhat I accept diva. ponttion which the Select Committee have adopted 
in this matter. And I may be allowed to add that it was at my own 
that the basis on which the schedules were framed has been somewhat en 
and a considerable addition has been made to the Municipalities which should 
be excluded both from the first and the secoud schedules, of the Municipalities 
which have the right of election of Commissioners, and of the Municipalities in : 
which the Commissioners would have the right to elect their own Chairman. 
Of course it may be said that the granting or withholding these full elective 
privileges is not exactly the point on the present occasion, and those who. sup- 
- port the hon. member in this amendment may not without reason urge that, 
while they would like to see the extension of these privileges made as wide 
as possible, and while they do not grudge the concession, and are in fayour 
of the principle, the point which they contest is that the right shou'd not be : 
definitely conared by the Bill, but should rather be left to the discretion of 
the Government, which would be in the best position to say which Municipalities 
should have and which should not have full privileges. 1 understand the argue 
ment to be that the grant of full elective privileges once conferred would-be 
almost irrevocable; and if that fact is so, it may have the liability of plucing the’ 
Government ina serious difficulty, and bringing discredit upon municipal 
administration. I fully recognise that there is some force in this argument; 
but, notwitlstanding that, the advantages on the side of a definite declaration 
by law of the position of Municipalities in respect to their elective privileges 
are in my oninion greater and should prevail. 
I will now proceed to give ec my reasons for this conclusion. I have 

























had the great advantage, which all the members of this Council have not 3h 
4 enjoyed, of personally interviewing the leading members of most of the printi- 
pal Municipalities in the province, and in the course of my tour during the last — 


two seasons I took the special precstens of convening meetings at every * 
place to which I went, and, in conference with the principal members of the —— 
Municipality and the leading gentlemen of each station, of discussing the 
leading points and principles of the measure which we are now considering; 
and J have no hesitation in saying that in the large majority of these instances, ~~ 
though I admit there were some exceptions, the members of the Municipaliti as 
with whom I had conversation clearly wanted the concession of the cae 
which we are now dealing in this amendment. Jt was natural for me to. 


those who put forward these requests, especially as to the right thaigt ot 






















“why, when you have the power in your present law of obtaining. the ® 
election by petitionmg for its introduction, did you not take advantage 
provision of the law to bring the system of election into force. into your ¢ 
stations.” The reply was reasonable, and 1 thiuk not unsatisfs a 
said: —“ The law may allow it under certain conditions and restricti 
are of a character which it is aluivst impossible to fulfil, because we 
the signatures of two-thirds of the rate-puyers before we a 
Government for the concession. The getting of these signatures in a 
Patna or Dacca involves great delay of time and much trouble, and 
* matter like this requires a great deal of explanation to the peopl 
all, when we have gone through all this trouble to secure a certa 
signatures, we may not get the concession at all. But now that 
ment is going to passa Billon.a broader basis, we q 
privilege of election, and also the other privilege of allow: 
siovers to elect their own Chairman.” It comes then to be 
this power should be given, and this brings me to the 
hon. friend Mr. Beverley tas moved. I confess tha 
I prefer to give this power at orice by defi 
the’ most backward of our Municipalities. 





ents of the section of tho Bill under consideration that t - 
in this matter should be in advance of the country. ve moe 
me to be just the contrary, for after what has been stated as the general 
wish of the people as proved, too, by the references made to the subject by 
ene: , the country would ape to be somewhat in advance of some of the 
ice ie sg Jeading members of this Council. Now we want in many places the ve 
© relief which this Bill would give to our overworked Magistrates and Collec 
~ © tors in charge of districts. In almost every district in the province it has been 
- found necessary to have new buildings and additions to tle 
~ gutcherries and other public places on account of the inerease of departments 
Brive room for work. In some districts, where they have not been so lucky 
as to get an allotment from the Public Works Department, the court-houses 
are so crowded as to make it necessary to utilise even the verandahs for office 
- es, and extreme inconvenience is coused to the transaction of busi- 
ness. That was another form in which it was brought strongly to notice 
that the burden of work is rapidly increasing, and tha€ relief would be 
welcomed. The principle of these schedules is certainly such as I should like 
to see adopted, namely, that we directly should confer this privilege of 
election of Commissioners, and the privilege of election of their own Chairman 
by the Commissioners, in all Municipalities in sudder stations, and in all the 
principal sub-divisions. For, after all, having regard to the fears expressed 
‘respecting fuilure and disasters, what is it we are conceding to the rate- 
payers? the right of electing those wio should represent them in manici 
administration ; and what to the elected Commissioners ? the right of clecting 
their own Chairman. It does not strike me that there is anything very re- 
volutionary in that, or even that it introduces very large changes. In prac- 
tice, I believe, although I may be wrong, the result will be that in most 
laces, even if the right of electing their own Chairman was conceded, the 
jommissioners, in the first place, will be glad to get the assis‘ance of the 
~ Magistrate or of some Government officer to preside at their discussions and 
deliberations, and thus there will be very little change in the present system. 
~The argument put forward this morning by the hen. Mr. Beverley ‘is that 
ou are wrong to do this, because a great niany Municipalities and’ District 
ficers and Commissioners of Divisions have ‘declared themselves against 
it. Well, I think I ra fairly contend against this argument, that there 
is a provision in the Bill’ by which, if any of the Municipalities to whom 
we tender these privileges do not desire to aceept them, they may absolve 
themselves of the burden. It will be quite competent under ‘the 15th 
section of the Dill as it is propesed to be amended, for any Munici- 
En which does not desire to adopt the system, to refrain from electing 
nom 
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missioners, and then the Government would exercise the power of 
~-nomiration. Similarly, if the Commissioners did not proceed to elect 
— “their own Chairman, the Government would nominate a Chairman. So 
il I say that those Municipalities which have been brought forward as 
© hostile to the principle of the measure, if they are still of the same mind 
“and wish not to have election in an form, can by a very simple pro- 

ws_relicve: themselves of it.’ Allusion has been made to a certain Muni- 
hich has stronyly represented by petition their disinclination to 
rinciple. I would refer to two Municipalities myself, which I am 

ave still been excluded from the first and second schedules, One 
yr and the other Dinagepore, where, during my stay, a memorial 
‘mé by the existing Commissioners saying “we are perfectly satis- 
8 present state of things, and do not wish for any change regard- 
~ I took oceasion at i fo say, after some conversation with 
n on the subject, .that I had greater confidence in their diifidence 

‘a groat many other places where they were anxious tu obtain 
aod absolute independence. Dinagepore and Monghyr ave both 
und the capitals of their districts. 'lhey are ‘fairly large 
s of comparative wealth and intelligence; and I have little 
ontain constituencies quite capable of exercising the privilege 

wumunicipal repre es. 1 think they should have the 

tter. But whether they accept, it 

we safeguarded tho measure. from 



































igence ee fgilure by providing an efficient system of outside con 

eae fu ct epost ity of carrying out the new systerh fests in 
hands. We have for nearly thirty years had municipal merivy ss 
form or other, in Bengal’ We have been able ome that time to og 
Browth of these institutions, und we may affirm of the gentlemen ‘who , 
are Municipal Commissioners, that in the manner of doing their business — 
they have realised the responsibilities which attach to the position of Municipal. 
Commissioners. Considering we are going to adopt the system in large 
places only, where there is a Magistrate or Sub-Divisional Officer on the spot, 
and have safeguarded the exercise of the powers under the Bill by a proper 
and efficient control, we need have no hesitation in all these places to. confer 

the privilege, not by the uncertain and discretionary will of the Govern- 
ment, but by the positive provisions of law. We cannot expect sudden and 
great improvement, but in five years, as in the case of the Calcutta Manici- 

ality, we shall, I think, be able to congratulate ourselves that we| did not: 

lo anything to prejudice the measure of independence in the constitution , 
the Municipalities to which this discussion refers. And as regards the suec 
of the general scheme of Municipal Self-Government, our hope is that Muniei- 
palities which have accepted it will loyally come forward to give effect to the 
confidence which has been reposed in them. I am willing to give them that 
confidence, believing that, when they accept it, they will accept it under a 
right sense of their responsibilities and duties. I shall therefore oppose the’ 
amendment. ne 


The Hon. Mr. Brvertry’s motion was then put to the vote and declared 


by the President to have been lost. 
A division having been called for, the following votes were recorded :— 


Ayes.—4. Noes.—T. 
The Hon, Mr. Alexander. The Hon. Boykantonath Dé, 
The Hon. Mr. Beverley. The Hon. Harbans Sahai. 
The Hon, Mr. Dampier. The Hon Mahomed Yusuf. 
The Hon. the Advocate-General. Col. the Hon. S. T. Trevor, a 
The Hon. Mr. Macaulay. ‘ A 


The Hon, Mr. Reynol 
The Hon. the President. 
So the motion was negatived. 
Section 8 was then agreed to. 
Section 9 having been read— 


The How. Mr. Rernops moved that at the end of the section the words “ or — 
village from the operation of this Act” be omitted, and the words “ villageor 
land from the operation of this Act, or alter the number of the Commissioners ‘ 
of such Municipality” be substituted for them, He said that the introduction 
of the word “land” was rendered necessary by the language of section 12. 
As to the rest of the amendment, he had already pointed out, when presenting 
the report of the Select Committee, the material difference betwee 
section of the Bill and the existing Act, Under the present law, 
ment was ernpowered, of its own motion, to alter the limits of a ; 
or to withdraw a place altogether from the operation of the Act. Th 
as it stood allowed this to be done only on the recommendation of the 
sioners in meeting, and this change was in accordance with the resoluti 
had already been carried. Then, though the number of the ion 
be fixed by Government, yet, if the Municipality were sub , 
or considerably increused in area, it would be proper to allow of an a 
the number of the Commissioners. The section, as it* was” 
amended, would give the Government the power of making 
ation, if the Commissioners in meeting rocommended this to b 















The Hon. Kumar aTH De said, with re! 
ment that he the addition of the | 





to any village within such Municipality, was excluded from its. 

Jaries. The amendment was therefore quite acceptable so far as the local 

‘were concerned. . 
of 









reg the latter portion of the amendment proposed, namely, “ or alter 
nt the Commissioners of such oa page he begged to point 
out that section 9 dealt with the local limits of a Municipality, and was not 
therefore the proper place where an amendment on a different subject could be 
introduced. The hon. member had also proposed to add similar amendments 
freee? ¢, Ot the end of clauses 1 and 2 of section 13. His proposed amendment to 












— section 9, with reference to the power of altering the number of Commissioners, % 
om would not only be superfluous, but also wrongly placed ; he could not therefore ‘ a 
: accept the latter half of the amendment. 4 


The Hon. Harpays Sanat considered the proposed amendment right. 
: ‘He did not think the hon. member who had just spoken had seen the effect of 
_ the amendment in section 14. The amendment to section 13 anticipated that 
the amendment now before the Council had been made, 

The amendment was then carried, and the section as amended was agreed 
to. 

Sections 10, 11 and 12 were agreed to. 

Section 13 having been read, the following amendment, moved by the 
Hon. Mr. Reynoips, was agreed to :— 

To add the words ‘or by any subsequent notification under section 9” at 
the end of clauses 1 and 2 respectively. 





The Hon. Mr. Darter withdrew the amendments to section 13, of which 
he had given notice. He did so because his amendment on sectien 8 having 
been negatived, these amendments fell with it 

The section as amended was then agreed to. 

Section 14 having been read, the Hox. Me. Reynouvs said it had been 
brought to his notice in connection with the werding of section 1, and the 
wording of the subsequent section 25, that the expression ‘ take effect from” 
" might be liable to bs misunderstood. He therefore moved to omit the words 
~ - “take effect from” in paragraph 2 of section 14, and to substitute for them 
the words ‘be deemed to have been made on.” 

The motion was carried, and the section as amended was agreed to. 
Section !5 having been read, the Hon. Mr. Bevertey withdrew the amend- 
ments on this section, of which he had given notice. 
AS eye t On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Reynotps the word “such ” before 
: : tt election” in paragraph 1, line 11, was left out. 
© © "The Hox. Hanwans Sanat, on behalf of Buboo Chunder Madhub Ghose, 
thdrew the amendments on this section, of which notice had been given by 
-named member. ’ ; 
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‘Hoy. Mr. Darter moved that the last proviso of the section be 
, and the following be substituted for it:—No person who is not 
to vote at the election of Commissioners shall be deemed qualified for 
to be a Commissioner of such Municipality.” He explained that the 
: of the amendment was merely to explain more correctly what he thought 
frention of the section. He understood that the amendment was 
the hon. member in charge of the Bill. 

tion was carried, and the section as an ended was agreed to. 

‘16 having been read— 


Ma® Revnotps moyed that this section be omitted, and the 
ted for it:— 
nm of Commissioners under this Act shall take pluce at such time, not being 
afier this Act comes into force, as the Local Government shall direct, 
ntitled to elect issioners for any Municipslity fail, within the time 
or for pvery subsequent election within the 
last preceding section, to elect the whole 
: jipality, the Local Government 
e the number so allotted as aforesaid.”’ 











«He observed that, as had been pointed out, the section as it stood 
was incomplete in not specifying when the first election ‘ak, 
He thought that that might have been provided for under rules to be- 
under section 15, but on consideration he agreed with. his hon. 
Mr. Beverley, to whom he was indebted for bringing the matter to his 
that some specific date ought to be prescribed to declare when the 

should take place, : 


os a 

His Hon vr tur Peestpest remarked that the only question was whether 
the period of six months was suflicient to allow the Commissioners to make 
up their minds to adopt election. os 
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The Hox. Mr Macavnay observed that it was not at all improbable that 
the preliminary discussions might be prolonged, aud if the Local Government 
had not decided what the rules were to be, it would be hard apon the 
Municipality that it should be deprived of the privilege of yeni = 
suggestcd that the word “may” be substituted for ‘“ehall” in the s 
clause. 

After some conversation, this proposal was agreed to, and the Hows 
Mr. Revyotns’ motion, as so amended, was put ane carried. . 


The Hon. Mx. Reysonps withdrew the amendment, of which he had givea 
notice, to insert the words “the rules mentioned in” after the word “by” in |” 
line 4 of the section. 

“ ~ 

The Hon. Mr. Dampier moved that the following clause be added to the 
section :— ; 

“ The persons entitled to elect Commissioners shall be deemed to have failed to elect, as 
required by the above clause, whenever te number of persons who have voted at any election 
is less than two hundred.” 
or some clause to that general effect. ; 

He said that he had in his speech laid some stress upon the point that ha” ag 
feared that, under the name of entrusting Local Self-Government to the handsof “= 
the elect of the people, the Government would be running the danger of entrusting: we 
it to persons who could not within any reasonable stretch of the term be the 

* elect of the people concerned, Three thousand inhabitants was the minimum 
nuniber to constitute a municipulity under the Bill, and he had accordingly in 
this amendment provided that the election should not be accepted if it Wasa 
mere travestic of an expression of the governed masses who were ‘not Titnine 
what he might call the governing class, He asked the Council to consider 
this point from a practical point of view. with reference to the cireum 
of the country, and the possibility of a so-called election being represe 
the registration of the votes of no more than a score of yoters even in 
Municipality. aie 


The Hox. Mr. Revyoups said he did not think the Council shou 
bee the amendment, because he did not sce that it was at all necessary to 
for a minimum numbcr of voters. Of course an election by 200 - 
such a place as Patna or Dacea would not be an adequate 
public opinion: but Municipalities differed greatly in population, 
amendment was udopted at all, it should be by way of percentage 
any absolute number. ee 


The Hon. Ms. Macavuay asked whether the Hon. Mr. 
sidered the question with reference to the previous sectio; 
Council that the minimam number of inhabitants to eon 
was #,000. On an avernge of five persons to each house, 
houses, ‘The franchise was the payment of Re. 1-8 per 
this would exclude many householders. How many, 
say: but he might mention, as bearing gonerally on the 
rate, that the Commissioner’s teport showed that’ o 


the Municipulity of Patna, no Tess than t 
Mx. Aiscatea Opought Haste aa a in 








































it should be in the form of a proportion of those qualified to vote. 
id point out, moreover, that the section was designed to provide not 
annulment of an election, but for the supplementing of it. It referred 
to where the rate-payers should not elect ‘the whole number of Com- 
* missioners allotted,” end provided for Government appointing Commissioners 

“to complete the number.” such an amendment, therefore, should in any 

case be thrown into a separate section. But he could not see uny practical 
vadvantage in any: amcndment of the kind. 


me _ The Hoy. Hanrnaxs Sanat was opposed to any limitation of the kind 
proposed at present. 


M1 His Honour tne Presipenr said, if there was a difficulty in adopting the 
amendment, it might perhaps be met by the rules to be passed to regulate the 
‘elections, but he did not kuow whether it would be consistent with the Act 
‘to provide by rule that a certain proportion of the population must vote. If the 
* matter was left to be determined by rule, the Government would then be ina 
better position to consider the question. 
~ After some further conversation the motion was put and negatived. 
Section 16 as amended was then agreed to. 
Section 17 having been read— 


The Hon. Mr. Bevertey withdrew the amendment on the section, of which 
he had given notice. 


The Hon. Mattomen Yusvr also withdrew the amendment, of which he had 
given notice. 


, The Hon. BoyKaxtoxatn De moved to add the words ‘ or to transfer the 
same to the second schedule” at the end of the second puragraph. 


The Hox. Mr. Reynoups said he understood the proposal to be that, 
~~ when power was given to the rate-payers to clect their owa Commissioners 
«~~ the Government might at the same time transfer the Municipality to Schedule 
~~ WJ, thus reserving the right to appoint the Chairman. fe had no objection to 
the adoption of the amendment. 7 


The Hon. Mu. Macautay remarked that the two things were distinet— 
ry e was the election of the Commissioners, the other the eluction of their own 
~~ Chairman by the Commissioners. He would suppose tne ease of a Municipa- 
lity working under an elected Chairman for a series of years. The rate-payers 
wereatlength allowed to elect two-thirds of their Commissioners. Yet’ the 
ement regarding the Chairman was to be pees sly upset. Why 





















nominated Chairman suddenly become a necessity? “He could not 
nd why, alter the Government had decided to allow the election of 
loners, it should withdraw the right to elect the Chairman. 


wn. Boykantonatu Dr, by leave, withdrew the amendment, 
17 wes then agreed to. 


WN. Mn. Bevertey withdrew the motion, of which he had given 
6 introduction of a new section after section 17. 
n 18 Bed been read, the Hox. Mr. Revvotps moved thut it be 

‘said the section was rendered unnocessary by en amendment 
me later on, and of which he had given notice. 

was agreed to, and the section was accordingly left out. 

H to. Oy > 

Me boon read, the Hox. Masromren Yusur moved that the 
He said that the section empowered the Government to 
sioner for misconduct in the discharge of his duties, or 
words’ used were of such a general 
ible to retain them. In moving 
d to imply any want of confi- 








dence in the Local Government, but there might be cases in which ¢ 
of-the section might be strained and injustice worked under them. ree 





hie ae 
eee eee | 
'Vhe Hon. Mr. Dampier said that the only remark he should make on the | 
S motion before the Council was that it was tintamount to the substitution 
for this section of another section, providing that of whatever misconduct in — 
© the discharge of his duties a Commissioner may be guilty, however di 

ful the conduct which may have been brought tee to him, there should be no~ 
7 power which would be able to remove him from the body of the Commissioners, 





=i The Woy. Mr. Reynotns said he could not accept the amendinent. “The 
ad section was merely a reproduction of the existing law, although perhaps the 
: wording was open to criticism. The wording of the section was much 
discussed in 1876, when he was a member of the Council, but the present form _ 
- * was ultimately adopted, and he was not aware that any practical reasons had* 
ever been brought forward for omitting or altering it. Ps oh 
‘ The Hoy. Boyxantonatn De said :—He was of opinion that it would be 
(ae ' repugnant to the very principle of the Bill to arm the Local Government with 
EF the power of removing a Commissioner on a charge of misconduet, or 
; disgraceful conduct. These words would admit of different degrees of 
es interpretation. A Commissioner might be too independent or too assertive, 
or may sometimes lose his temper, and was he to be removed on a charge of 
misconduct, or disgraceful conduct ? A Commissioner should be removed only 
- when he was guilty of moral depravity, and when such a charge against him 
. was proved in a Court of Justice. Sections 21 and 56 of the Bill provided for 
+ the disqualification of Commissioners under certain circumstances, and contained, _ 
he submitted, the necessary previsions on the subject. . 


The How. Mr. Reynotps reminded the Council that it was only on the = 
t recommendation of the Commissioners, in meeting, that the Bill proposed to 
1g give the Government this diseretionary power. 
or... ‘Fhe motion was by leave withdrawn. aan | 


The Hox. Kumar Boykanroxatn De and the Hox. Harnays Sanat (0: ; 
¥ behalf of the Hon. Clhunder Madhub Ghose), respectively, withdrew the amend- | 
ae ments on séction 20, of which they had given notice. ; ; 






















CC The Hox. Mu. Damprer moved that the words “if it thinks fit, on a NE 
= recommendation of the Commissioners” in lines 2 and 8 of section 20 be left 
ay 7 out. The object of his amendment was to leave to the Government of Bengal 
the right of removing any Commissioner “ guilty of misconduct in the discharge 

zs of his dutics or of disgraceful conduct.” fle would give an instance to 8 

aa why he thought the power of moving in the matter should not be left t 

ty + - Commissioners. It might happen that a pure party question arose, and tha 
} connection with 1t a Commissioner wight commit himself in a way hic Ww 
obviously improper, and to such an extent that-his being allowed to 3 : 
office would be a scandal in the eyes of all impartial lookers on. 
s party question, his continuing in office would depend on the numerical s 
hi, of the respective parties, and a man who had so offended might 
Aa Commissioner with the certain result of constant future friction and 
A to public business. ~ tae 


‘ The Hon. Mr. Macavtay said the Council should trust that those’ 
a they delegated the functions of Commissioners would be rea p 
re any member of their body who was guilty of misconduetin the. 
; duties, or of disgracetul conduct. If trey did not, and the co 
ole any want in the proper administration of municipal affairs, the Gc 
ced here was 


ae 


¥ 


ig bad the power to intervene, ‘I'he section as reproduced li 
\ of the present Act, and seceng she last four years, during wh 
= in charge of the Munici epartment of tie Government, 
= been any instance, as far as he could recullect, in which the Lo 
) had oceasivn t» exercise the power which the hon. 

oS proposed to confer. no ar as 


oor 


ete 







> Yusur observed that, in the absence of any definition 
ot 01 rraceful conduct, he did not think it was desirable that the 

tt before the Council should be carried. 
¢ motion was then put and negatived. ‘ 











The Sint: Mr. Reyrnotps moved that the words ‘at a meeting” be inserted 
after the word ‘ Commissioners” in line 3 of section 20. 
_ The motion was agreed to. 





“Th 


‘The Hoy. Kumar Boyxantonats De moved that the words “shall have 
| been declared an insolvent by a competent court or” be inserted after the 
~ word “Commissioner” in line 5 of section 20. 


EE The Hon. Mr. Reynoxps said he was not in favour of this amendment. 
_ A Commissioner was elected fur only three years, and it was hardly necessary 
to class insolvency with disgraceful conduct, It might be assumed that, if a 
~ Commissioner became insolvent, he would not be re-elected. 
os The motion was then put und negatived. 
pase Section 20 as chef was then agreed to. 

' The further consideration of the Bill was postponed. 
The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 16th instant. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE SYSTEM OF UNION OOMMITT 





The following papers are published for general information. = .. 


Couman Macavuay, 





Secretary to the Govt. of Béngal, 
“ | 
No. 139, dated Calentta, 9th February 1884, - 


From—E. V. Wesrmacorr, Esq., on special duty, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. . 


RererninG to your letter No. 1413TM of 17th October 1883, I have 
the honour to submit a brief report on the progress made in introducing the 
Union system under the scheme of Local Self-Government. : 

I was directed to confine my operations to the Presidency and Bardwan 
divisions, and to the Moonsheegunj sub-division of tho district of Dacca, 
and I began by consulting the Commissioners of Burdwan and the Presidency 
as to the sub-divisions in which the scheme might be introduced with the best 
prospect of success. . 

In the Burdwan Division it was decided that nothing should be done in 
the districts of Kankoora, Beerbhoom, or Midnapore, and that Unions should 
be introduced only in Burdwan, Hooghly, and Howrah. Of the three sub- 
divisions of Hooghly, Jahanabad was excluded from the scheme, and work 
taken up only in the sudder and Serampoor sub-divisions, the whole of which 
will be divided into Unions. In Burdwan, operations have been confined to 
the sudder and Kulna sub-divisions, pi ep Raneegunge and Katwa; 

and, even in the sub-divisions selected, Mr. Larminie doubted whether 

all the thannas were fit for the introduction of Unions. On this subject _ 

I am in correspondence with Mr. Coxhead, the present Magistrate, but — ty 
hitherto Unions have been sketched out in one thanna only of each sub-division. a) i 
In Howrah it was determined to exclude Oolouberiya, and form Unions in the 
sudder syb-division only, ; \y 

Considerable delay was experienced in obtaining maps on a large scale. . 
Tlooghly was the only district in which they were forthcoming, and much 
time was consumed in obtaining ny oe or tracings from the Surveyor-General, ¥ 
while for many thannas I have been unable to obtain thei ‘at all, My _ 
proceedings were further delayed by changes in the Magi > 
officers with whom I had made arragements in personal consultatio: : 
succeeded by others with whom I had to enter into explanations afresh, — 
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I have not therefore made so much progress as I at first hoped. 
however, held elections in four out of, the five stlected sub-divisions of 4 
division, and in those sub-divisions the work is now proceedi regularly and 
under a uniform system under the management of the local officers, . v7 
Considering the area and population of each thanna, .I first xo 
sketch on the map the boundaries of the Unions into which T 4] 
should be divided. The Sub-divisional Officer next revises these 
with full inquiry into all local circumstances which may render d 
that certain mouzas should be kept together in the same Union, such as _ 
under the same zemindaree management, possessing joint in 
or other institutions, or being grouped together under one 
punchayet, and on completion of this inquiry pranenl a list ; 
in each Union, with such statistics as may be available ier ae rea,’ 
tion, schools, pounds, village roads, and similar matters, Unions hayi 
thus sketched out, a date is fixed for holding elections, a si 
selected at which elections for two Unions may be 
and notices are sent to each village, inviting the people to a: 
Elections are held by dividing tho villages formi 
groups, generally five in number, according to their 
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possess. The persons present belonging to e 
lage ‘group are seated together and wll oy and if itis sousiderea 
the people are fairly represented, the object of the formation of a Com- 
is explained to them, and they are directed to consult and declare the 
name of some person in whom they feel confidence, and whom they wish to 
- select as their representative. In most cases, each village wishes to have a repre- 
sentative of its own, and it is necessary to explain that this is impracticable, 
the village is not to be dealt with as a umit, but that the affairs of a number 
villages are’ to be managed jointly by one body of representatives. Each 
village is generally unanimous in the selection of a representative, and cases 
in which there are contending parties have been much more rare than I had 
expected, but it is seldom that a group of villages can agree unanimously, and 
generally two, three, or more persons are nominated. ‘lhe votes in favour of 
each are counted by show of hands, and their number recorded, and when the 
nominations by every group have been noted, the officer holding the elections, 
taking care that the maximum number of nine is not exceeded, declares the 
names of the Committee duly elected. He is not always guided by a mere 
numerical majority of votes, but frequently accepts the nomination of a mino- 
rity, whose representation appears desirable. 

Serampore was the first sub-division in the Burdwan Division in which I 
was nble to hold elections. It consists of five thanuas, but the greater part of 
the area of thanna Serampore is under Municipal management, being seven 

uare miles only, This small area I have thought it advisable to form into a 
nion, 80 that the whole sub-division may be brought under a uniform system. 
‘Of the remaining thannas I have divided Chanditala and Singoor into five 
Unions each, and Haripal into six, and am awaiting proposals regarding 
Kristonogore. ‘The average arcu of each Union, sxahutine that in thanna 
‘Serampore, is a little over sixteen square miles, and the average number of 
households 3,246; but they are not uniform, and the jurisdiction of the police 
outpost cf Tarkeshwar has been formed into a Union considerably exceeding 

the average size. ‘Ihe average number of villages in a Union, according 

to the census tables, is 38, but I believe the enumeration is by hamlets, and 

not only by the mouzas recognised in the maps and survey records. On the 

28th November, I held elections for three Unions in thanna Chanditale, 

at three different places. I have not adopted this plan in subsequert 
elections, as I find the people too unpunctual in assembling to allow of 
elections in more than one place on the same day. In the first Union 210 

-»electors. were found present, principally Goalas and Mahomedans, and 1 
understand that very few of the residents belong tu the educated classes. 
~ * A Committee of fve persons was elected, a Brahman, a Mohomedan, and 
© three other Hindoos, one being a jotdar and merchant, one a dealer in bricks, 
“one a moncy-lending izaradar, and two gomashtas who were also collecting 
“members of chowkidaree punchayets. Only one of them knew English In 


© the second Union, the number of educated persons was greater; 184 electors were 

, ent, and a Committee of six was elected, three Brahmans, two other 
‘Hindoos, and a Mahomedan Four of them knew English. One was a mook- 

~~! tar; a Municipal Commissioner for’ Serampore, and Vice-Chairman of the Road 
~~ Gess Committee. As he only comes home from Saturday to Monday, I had 
sme doubt whether he was a fit — to represent the people, but gave way 

_strong desire to elect him. One was a schoolmaster, and the others petty 

ers, also engaged in money-lending or trade. The third Union is an 

ng one, as containing the villages of Jonai and Baksha, in each of which 

ard f Guardians has been formed for local improvements. The people 

at each of these places should form a separate Union, but for reasons 

n I need not now enter, it is not considered advisable to form such 

198 electors were present, principally Goalas and Mahomedans, 

e more of the educated class present than in the other two Unions. 

ers of the Mookerjee family, zemindars of Jonai, were present, 

n-active interest in the ings. One of them, a member of 

Zourd of Guardians, was e , with four Kayasths, one of whom 

practitioner, and the others petty landholders. Mr. Collier, the 

, is proceeding with elections for other Unions, of which he has 

, completing the work in thannas Chanditala and Singeor. 
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I appond @ note by this officer of the progress which he has-made, obs 
that whereas in Santa Chanditala the average number of electors 
was little more than one from every nineteen households, it rose in 
i to nearly one to eleven. 
In the sudder sub-division of the Hooghly district: there are five than-_ 
nas, including Hooghly, of which the extra-municipal area is 13 square — | 
miles only. This has been divided into two Unions, for one of which elections . 
were held on the 10th December. The number of electors present was more 4 
one from every ten households, but the number of electors present 
or the adjoining Union in thanna Polba was so small that I did not think if 
advisable to hold elections. Some of those present said that they came as 
elected representatives of their villages, but I felt no assurance that these 
elections had been properly held, and refused to recognise them. I held 
elections again for this Union on the 31st January, and 421 electors appeared, 
being about one to every six households; and it was not till then that I felt 
that I could safely leave the work to the Joint-Magistrate, Mr. Brojendronath 
De. ‘That officer is now proceeding to hold elections for four Unions in , 
thannas Polba and Hooghly, and I am waiting for proposals for the 
formation of Unions in the other three thannas. The average size of Unions 
inthanna Polba is 21 square miles, with an average number of 3,291 
households. 

Work in the district of Burdwan has been much hindered by delay in 

obtaining maps, and by Mr. Larminie leaving the district after I had 
arranged operations with him. Mr. Coxhead, the present Magistrate, is interest-, 
ing himself greatly in the matter. He is undertaking the work in the sudder 
sub-division himself, and will supervise the proceedings of the Assistant’ 
Magistrate in charge of the sub-division of Kulna. On the 30th January, 
I was present at elections held fora Union in thanna Gangoriya in the sudder™ 
sub-division, at which 215 electors were present out of something over four 
thousand households. I have already said that it is not yet decided to what 
extent Unions should be introduced in the remaining thannas of the Burdwan 
district. 

In the sudder sub-division of the district of Howrah, I was present on the — 
2nd February at elections for two Unions in thanna Domjoor, at which one 
elector from every seventeen households was present. There are four police 
outposts in this thanna, and, as I think it desirable to respect any form of’ 
grouping which the people have learnt to recognise, I have approved smaller’. — 
Unions than elsewhere, in order to make their boundaries coincide with those ™ ~ 
of the outpost jurisdiction. The total number in the thanna will be six, or — 
perhaps seven, and their size will be by no means uniform. The only oth 
thanna in this sub-division is Jogotbollobhpoor, for which I have appro 
four Unions, of which the hei, area will be 18 square miles with an average aX 
of 3,386 households. Mr. Gri , Magistrate of the district, was Froetecs is 
the elections, and proposes to ertake those for the remaining Unions of 
the sub-division. ee sti 

It will thus be seen, that out of five selected sub-divisions in the Burdwan 
Diyision, elections have commenced in four, but that little progress has been ss) 

_ made except by Mr. Collier in the sub-division of Serampore. Committees haye 
been elected for fifteen Unions in the division, eight of them in my, presene 3 

In the Presidency Division the progress made has been m 
factory than in Burdwan. It was determined to confine 
sudder and to other sub-divisions of the district of Nuddea, ani 
sub-division of the 24-Pergunnahs. 

On the lst December, I 8 ised elections for two 
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Naihatee of the Baraset sub-division, and the Deputy 
nath Dutt, has since held elections for nine more, comp tl 
Naihatee and Baraset. There remain thannas and Habara, 
of them are considered unfit for Unions. In one Union electors camo. 
in the proportion of one to every three households, and in none were 
than one to ten households. i Uni . 
is ae he distest’of Nuddea, emage 

n the district : on 
and Meherpore sub-divisions, 


a 












; Unions in the sudder thanna, and since that the Joint- 

rate, Mr. Ritchie, who has entered enthusiastically into the scheme, has 
nine more. I append an interesting note by this officer on the progress 
_ Yhe whole of the sudder sub-division consisting of six thannus has 
blocked out into thirty-one Unions, each with an average area of 22 
square miles, and containing an average number of 2,010 households. ‘Lhe 
ba 32 number of electors coming forward has been one from every seven 
hotiseholds. 

On toe 8rd January, elections were commenced in my presence for the 
Ranaghat sub-division, and the people came forward to clect representatives 
in greatér numbers than anywhere else. There was nearly an elector present 
for every household in the Union. I attribute this partly to the thorough 
manner in which the village chowkidars have been organised by Major 
Ramsay, Superintendent of the district police, whereby intelligence is 
rapidly circulated in the district, and partly to the trouble taken by the 
Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Ram Charan Bose, to explain beforehand to the 
eople the real meaning of the scheme of representation. The four thannas 
of which this sub-division consists have been divided into 17 Unions, each 
with an uversge area of 24 square miles, and containing on an average 
2,310 households. Committees have been elected in six Unions. The average 
number of electors present has been nearly 65 from every hundred households. 

On the 15th January, elections were commenced in my presence for the 
sub-division of Meherpore, and Committees were formed for two Unions, an 
average of more than ten electors being present for every hundred households. 

{he thannas of Meherpore and Koreempore haye been divided into 14 Unions 
of which the area averages 23° square miles, containing an average number of 
2,188 households. ‘The present opinion of the Joint-Magistrate, Mr. Melitus 
is that there is not sufficient intelligence among the people of his remaining 
tharinas—Gangnee and Tehatta—to admit of the formation of Unions; but I 
think it possible that when elections for all the unions already blocked out have 
been completed, he may find that there is more intelligence among the lower 
orders of the people than he expects. I havenot received any report of elections 
held since my visit. 

“Tt will tons be-seen, that elections have commenced in all the four selected 
sub-divisions of the Presidency Division, und that Committees have been 
elected in 30 out of 75 Unions of which I have approved, while it is probable 
ie! some additional Unions may be formed in the Baraset and Meherpore 
su = 
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divisions. 

It only remains to mention the Moonsheegunge sub-division in Dacea, and 
is I have nothing satisfactory to report. I attempted to hold elections for 
Unions on the 7th January, but the number of electors present wus so 
see: that I was obliged to abandon the attempt. Out of a population of 64,567 

























150 electors appeared. * 1 have since received representations from the 
Magistrate making various excuses for the scanty attendance, and 
me that there is a real wish among the people to elect Union Com- 
and I havo therefore fixed another date for holding elections. 
notes of the number of Unions approved by me in each thanna are 
I have a list. of about 125, but I think there are more of which 
officers have my notes. Committees have been elected in 45 of 
for several thannas I have not yet received proposals. 
have been present at 18 elections, I have had considerable oppor- 
observing the attitude of various classes of the people, and can 
remarks made by Messrs. Collier and Ritchie whose notes I append. 
iat the success or failure of the Union system will depend in 
on the attitude which the educated classes of the people 
it, I have especially observed these classes. I thought it 
might, on the one hand, hold altogether aloof from the rural 
8 as spheres inadequate to their political aspirations, or that 
» other hand, endeayour to keep the whole representation in 
F i 1 of the lower orders as they might be 
rs tod high for them. In neither 
educated men would be elected 
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I entertained some doubts as to their being selected by the bulk of the 
as persons to whom they might confidently entrust the conduct of affains: 
general good, and some fears that they might be representatives of their 
class only. Educated men have come forward as freely as others to ¢ 


théir re tatives, and educated men have been freely chosen by the 
generally to represent them. Mr. Ritchie has observed that their a 


is founded on caste, and as re s the lower orders of Hindoos, he is right ;* 

but I have noticed that Mahomedans, who have come forward as elec’ 
“large numbers, are quite willing to be represented by educated Hindoos, and 

no means anxious to elect persons of their own creed, and 1 cannot feel that 

it is caste alone which gives men of education influence among their neighbours. 
It is very seldom that a man who cannot read and write has been chosen, 
and about two-thirds of the representatives elected are acquainted with 
English. Mr. Ritchie gives a table showing the easte and calling of 69 
of the men chosen, and these may be taken as fairly typical of the rest. 
Brahmans head the list by a large majority, and Makckeden come next, 
and nearly three-fourths of the whole are holders of land. These figures * 
tally with ny own observations, and in every election at which I have been 

resent I have ascertained that it was the opinion of those who, from local 
Tnowleags, were qualified judges, that the people made admirable selections, 
choosing men of substance and respectability, who were the natural leaders of | 
rural society. As Mr. Collier has noted, the people expect material improve- 4 
ment from the Union system, and they have intelligently chosen the men to ~~ 
whom they think their interests may most safely be entrusted. I think that the 
experiment has so far proved most satisfactorily that the rural population is 
really desirous of being represented by men in whose hands their interests will 
be safe, that they consider that there are such men among their substantial and 
respectable neighbours, and that those men are willing to undertake the manage- 
ment of local affairs for the public benefit. 















Note on progress made in election of Union Committees in the Sudder Sub-division of ‘ 
the district of Nuddea, by J. G. Rireme, Es, Officiating Joint-Magistrate, | 
dates 3rd February 1884. 


Wirt reference to your demi-official, dated the 2nd instant, I have 
honour to submit the followiug progress report in connection with the | 







self-government elections. _ a 
1. Fourteen unions in three thanas have been approved by Mr — 
Wostinacott. . a 


2. Elections have been held in 11 unions up to date. J 
3. Proportion of electors coming forward fo number of households in — 


each union will appear from the following table :— pr Bede 
Number of wi hese ¢ 
Bolen. 
2. Bamunpukuria 
3. Belpukbrie 
4. Doboolea 
8. Matteeari 
9. Jurunpur 
12. Debogram 
13. be 
14. Nakasheepara 
15. Gote 
16. Bikieeigs 
18 D 










Attitude of the ediccited elaswes—In some of the unions, as 8,9,12, *- 


Baars “very few educated people, and tire electorate body haw 
there iy. oF ommon perro n’ others, notably 3, 13,” aid 












te, are very numerous, and certainly had a preponderating influence in 
-- gome of the elections. In the remaining unions there was a small contin 
‘of ‘ Dhatira lok’ and a large one of cultivators. In unions 13 and 14 I think they 
~ may be said to have monopolized the franchise, but not in the other unions. 
They have not held aloof at all. They appear to me to be in harmony with 
the people, and to possess their confidence. I have found no difficulty in 
‘any case in reconciling the wishes of the common people with those of the 
educated classes. It inust be remembered that their authority is founded on ‘| 
caste, which is all-powerful. 

6. The classes from whom representatives are selected will appear from 
= following tables showing the calling and the caste of the 69 representatives 

josén :— 








Calling— 


Zemindar-patnidar 
Gomastah-tehsildar 
Lakhirajdar 
Jotedar-oultivator 
‘T'rader-mahajan 
Government pensioner... 
LExeoutive Sub-Engineer .. 
Medical practitioner 
School-muster 
Moodi-shopkeeper 


i 


| S| Ll ll el dh el ono 


Casle— 


Brahmin 
Kaysth 
Mussulman 
- Baidya 
o- ty Gandabanik 
Tanti 
Tambuli 
Sarnabanik - aa in eae 
* “Sera ehi ie “a 65 = 
Kaibartta xd 
ae Sadgope 
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7. In every union, except one, the representatives have undertaken the 
willingly. The exception was No, 9, the most backward union of all 





ik think the functions of the union committees are fairly understood 
ugh way by both representatives and electors. They are explained to 


p of electors in turn, and to the elected committee at the end of bs 
( 4 
rogress made in election of Union Committees in the Serampore Sub- 

of the district of Hooghly, by B. R. 8. CoLtiEr, Esq, Officiating 4 


strate, dated 4th February 1884, 


aeiieinion of two thanas into unions has been approved so far. 
s are Ohunditollah and Singoor. There are five thanas in the 
e of them—Serampore—is made up almost entirely of 
union committees have been completed in Singoor and 




















x . 8. The proportion of electors coming forward to households: 
a4 iven for Singoor, as the village census statistics have not yet, been 
» tea the Collector. The calculation can be made for Chunditollah from 
reports and returns already submitted, but, the Singoor figures are un ? 
better. It will be observed from the report submitted that the attendance has 
gone on improving steadily. The attendance at the last election was better 
_ than at any of the preceding ones. I do not think, however, that the interest 
of the people can fairly be gauged by the proportion who attend the elections. 
Most of the more distant villages send deputations to represent them, which 

are authorized to speak in the name of the whole village. . 

4, Allclasses of people come forward as electors. I have not noticed 
that any class holds aloof. 

5.” With reference to the attitude of the educated classes, I am of 
opinion that it has been quite satisfactory. I have seen no signs of an 
attempt on their pet to monopolize the power of election. On the contrary, 
1 have been struck by their evident wish that those persons who possess the 
confidence of the majority of the people should be elected. The theory of 
popular representation appears to be perfectly familiar to all classes. This is 
owing no doubt to the fact that such representation forms part of their ordinary 
system of managing village and caste affairs. On the other hand, I have not 
found any disposition on the part of the educated classes to hold altogether 
aloof. They appear perfectly willing to serve if elected, and also come 
forward to vote 

‘Lhe yoters appear to be perfectly independent and not to stand in awe of 
any one. Asan instance of this, I may mention that at the election held.at 
Singoor a respectable and well educated zemindar was elected by his ryots for 
one electoral group. Some of the voters of another group in the same estate 
wished also to elect his brother. But the majority flatly declined to have 
anything to do with him, saying openly they had no confidence in him. They — 
therefore clected a jotdar instead. ‘Ihe educated class appear to be quite 
in harmony with the people asa class, though, of course, al the individuals 
of whom it is composed do not possess public confidence. The voters appear. 
to me to look to personal character more than to anything else, fF ae 
man is well known for probity and impartialty he stands a good charite of ~~) 
being elected, even if he can barely read and write. c: 

The usual praise of a popular candidate is that he is ‘avery straight » 
man,” ‘‘a-very just man,” and soon. ‘The ryots understand that the com- 
mittces will have certain sums of money to spend for the benefit of the 
community. They look upon the members elected as trustees on their ~ 
behalf, and therefore are particularly anxious that they should be men w ve] 

’ they can trust. I do not mean to say that they lay no stress upon edu a; 
and intelligence, but I think that what dey look at chiefly is sty 
aud fairness. In my opinion, they are quite right. AE 

The electors are, I believe, very good judges of character. The men weil 
they have chosen are probably the best who could have been selected. Jn 
two instances they clected men with whose honesty and independence of — 
character 1 had been much struck when they came before me as witnesses: 
in cases. 

6. From the lists already submitted it will be seen that the rey 
tatives come from many classes. Zemindars, jotdars, medical practi 
money-lenders, and traders are about all I think. In comparison » 
numbers the proportion of money-lenders and medical practitioners ele 
is remarkable, and would appesr to shew that both classes are y D0) 
The conventional notion of an Indian money-lender would pile 6 
for this part of the country at «ll events a very considerable am 
modification. We find the people here deliberately electing them 
tatives on the ground of their proved honesty and equity. -— ayesien 

The impression on ny mind from the elections that I hay 
is that there is much more harmony among the various Classes in “th 
than 1 had previously ‘su d. One is always liable to be 
influenced by one’s judicial experiences in such matters, 
they are necessarily confined tothe darker side of thing 

+7. The re ‘ undertake the 
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resentatives only tinderstand the main outlines 
are necessarily ignorant of the details. All that th 
each committee Will look after certain works of public 
n a given area; that grants will be made to it for such purposes, 
at subject to some control it will decide how they are to be spent. 
y understand that the committee will repair the village roads, manage 
B retlage schools, endeavour to improve sanitary matters sand water- 


ly, &e. 

“3 may here mention that the interest which the great body of the people take 
inthematter is of the most practical kind. They look upon it as a possible 
“means of getting better roads and better drinking water. ‘They have too many 

material wants to know the meaning of political aspirations. If they 
material improvements by the self-government scheme they will continue to 
~ take an interest in it. If not, they wil not value it at all ; they will judge it by 
its fruits. 
9. I cannot give any-information as to the amount of funds likely to be 
at the disposal of each union committee. I may mention one fact, however, 
and that is that such funds would, for purposes of undoubted utility, be largely 
supplemented by private subscriptions. he ordinary ryots here seem always 
nnd ly to sabesstive for a new road or a new tank. The other day the inhabi- 
~» tants of two villages drew up a subscription list of Rs. 1,000 towards getting 
two miles of road made pucca. I should like to commend this instance of the 
miserable and impoverished condition, to which British misrule has degraded 
is ee ryot, to the notice of such writers as the author of the ‘ Spoliation 

ndia.’ 








Batract from the Proceedings of ihe Government of India, Revenwe and Agricutinral Depa’ 
pene under date Caleutia, the 28th January 1884. ied 
MUSEUMS AND EXHIBITIONS. 


RESOLUTION, 25 
Reap the following Prospectus of the International Health Exhibition to be beld in London 
during the current year :— 


INTERNATIONAL HEALTH EXHIBITION, LONDON, 1884. ‘ 
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Patron: x 5 m 













r HER MOS? GRACIOUS MAJESTY THE QUEEN. at] 
pT President : é 
—. HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES, x.c. “si 
bes Execulive Council : = 
at (Appointed by His Royal Highness the President.) 
Be 
ug Choirman:—His Grace Tar Duke or Bucktncuam anv Cuanpos, 6.c.8.t, amy 
oe Vice-Chairman:—Sin James Pacrt, Bart., v.ns. - f 
pi Epwarp Binxsecr, Esq., MP. The Marquis ov Hamivron. <n 
“a Grorct Bucuanan, Esq., M.D., F.RS. Exnzst Haut, Ese. as | 
“= Sia F. Puiuir Cunuirre-Ownn, 6.0.6, Sin Jous Lusnock Bart, MP, ree Pisa! 
~ . C.Bi, C.3.8. Samurk. Moruey, Esq. MP. + Siac 
a Sie Jose Fayrek, K.0.8.., M.D, LED, G. V. Poorr, Ese , u.v. «hh 
a - ¥.K.S. Sim Joun Rose, Sart, a.c u.a. 7 a 
: Secretary : +e 
3 Epwarp Cun.irrs-Owes, B.a. pars 
ay HBALTH, Re 
a - . Food, Dress, the Lwelling, the School, and the Workshop. 
<4 EDUCATION, 
wae Apparatus used in Primary, Technical and Art Schools. — 
> + It is proposed to hold, during the year 1884 an International Health Exhibition 
“ae i. shall also illustrate certain branches of education, and which will oceupy the buildings ats 


Kensington erected for the International Fisheries Exhibition. Re 
The object of the Exhibition will be to illustrate, as vividly and in as practical a ma) 
as possible, fuod, dress, the dwelling, the schovl and the workshop, as affecting the couditiot 
2 of healthful life, aud also to bring into public notice the most recent Appliances for el 
school teaching and instruc*ion in Applied Science, Art, and Handicrafts. The influei 
Modern Sanitary Knowledge and Intellectual Progress upon the welfare of the peopl 
classes and all nations will thus be practically demonstrated, and an attempt will 
display the most valuable aud recevt advances which have been attained in these 







The Exhibition will be divided into fwo main sections,—Division I, Health 
Education ; and will be further sub-divided into six principal groups. - 
In the First Group, it is intended especially to illustrate the Food Rese 
aud the best and most economical methods of utiljsing them. For the suke 
only will specimens of food from all countries be exiibited, but the various 1 
ing, cooking and serving food will be practically shown, ‘The numervus 
ture connected with the preparation of articles of fo.d and drink will 
so far as the perishable nature of the articles will admic, full illustrations will 
various descriptions of foods themselves. . “+ shay 
In the Second Group, dress, chirfly in its relation to health, will 
tions of the clothing of tue principal peoples of the world may bee 
Exhibition, whic», it is anticipated, will be beld in the galleries 
be devoted to the history of Oost ie = 
In the Toird, Fourth and ¥ifth Groupe will be comprised all | 
constraction and fitting of the dw @ school 
the neédful arrangements for § 














































¢ ved methods of school construction will 
P ing the evils of unbealtiy trades, oceupa- 

janufac\ure will form portions of the Exhibition. 
will x all tuat relates to Primary, Technical, and Art Education, 
de Designs and Models for School Buildings; Apparatus and Appliances lor 
tgp. gad Text-booke, &. Spevial attention will be directed to Technical and Art 
ie resulis of industrial teaching, aud to the iutroduction of mauual and haudi- 





CLASSIFICATION, n 
Division 1.—LHealth, 


Oxass 1. Selected displays of unprepared animal and vegetable substances used as food 
in various countries. Stuffed specimens of unimals, birds, &c, Models, 


| meg drawings, und illustrations of the sane, 

te » & Prepared vegetable substances used as foud, including tinned, compressed, and 

Bee preserved fruits and vegetables. Bread, cakes, and biseuits of ull kinds, 

by 8) Prepared animal substances used as food in a preserved furm—tinned, smoked, ' 
ve salted, compressed and prepured animal foods of all kinds. Food produced 

vane by insects, such as honey, &e. 


4 Beverages of all kindx—(a) Alcoholic; (4) Non-uleohvlic; (c) Lufusivns (tew 
s coffee, cocoa, choclate, &e.) 
| -@,, 5. New varieties of food, food fur infants, fuod for invalids, new concentrated 
baw foods of all kinds. 


Dhasiiaieah ee Oy ic 


» 6. Cookery practically demonstrated. Economical cooking, workmen’ and 
ies other Kitchens, Cheap Restaurants, Bakeries, Cafés, Foreign Quokery, &v.* 
a » 7% The Chemistry and Physiology of Food and Driuk, The Detection of Adul- - 
Ted teration, Materials used as Adulterants, Aualyses, Food Constituents, aud 
és Equivalents, Tables, Diagrams, &e. 4 
a » 8 Diseases due to unwholesome and improper food. Drawings and Models of ] 
Pee animal and vegetable Parasites, &e. 
PSs y» 9. Practical dietetics, Army und Navy Rations, Prison and Workhouse Diet, 











Foreign Dietaries, &ec. 
~ » 10. Publications and Literature, Models and Diagrams relating to Group 1. | 
5 «1. Apparatus and processes for conserving, storing, conveying and distriburing 
- fresh food of ull kinds. . ; 
: 12, Machinery and appliances for the preparation of articles uader Groap 1, -| 
si 


Dress. =| 
(Nore.—Jt is proposed to display the Collections included under this Group in the Galleries 


of the Royal Alberi Hall ) 
18. Collretions illustrative of the History of Dress, National Customs, &c. 
44. Waternrcof clothing, India Rubber, Gutta Percha, &e. wi 


y 16. Furs, Skins, and Feathers, Dresses for Extreme Climates, &e. 
16. Dress for Sport, Hunting Suits, &e. 

‘yf 17, Life-saving Dress. Diver’s Dress. Fireproof Dress. 

Pullications and Literature relating to Group 2. Patterns, Statistics, Div- 
grams, Models. 


5 
& 


re, 











Machinery and Appliances for the Preparation of Articles under Group 2. >>| 
Paw Dweuiino-Hovse. “| 
Dwellings, Models, and Designs for the sume, and Specimens of Buildings | 
erected in the Grounds. Fittings and Accessories for Dwelling-houses. i 
“Completely fitted Apartments. * 
- Water-supply and Purification.—Meters, Filters, Water-fittings, Cisterns, 
Baths, Lavatory, Apparatus, Sinks, &e, : = 
| Drains, their Construction and Ventilation.—Sewer disconnection ; 4 
, ks, Traps, Guillies ; the Disposal and Utilization of House refuse. | 
$i Water.and Earth Closets, Ash @losete, Commodes, Urinals, Disinfecting - 
dae owders and Fluids, Insect Destroyers. . =! 
Grates, Svoves, Kitcheners, Ranges, Boilers, &c., for Domestic Use. Apparatus Poor 
+ Heating and Warming, Smoke Abatement, &e. - ae 
Air Inlets and Outlets, Cubic Space of Rooms, Cowls, Air Straining a 





ansing. ; 
paratus—(a) Electrical Apparatus for Illumination and Domestic a 
ery Batteries, Eliectroliers, Accumulators, Se: ; (2) Apparatus Mphs> 
0 Gas Meters, Gas Fittings, Chan- 
an Stoves; Mineral Oil, wax and 










Materia Yor Sanitary. Hh Walls, 
i ani louse Constraction.—Roofe, Wall ! 
Solid Floors, Damp Proof Wall Coverings, Cements, &e. 
Materials for Sanitary House Decoration, Non-poisonous Paints 
Papers, Floor Coverings, Washable Decoration, &o, has 
Objects for Internal Decoration and use in the Dwelling. 
Furniture. x y 
», $l. Personal Hygiene and Care of Sick. Materials for “ First Aid” Am 
Apparatus, Furniture, and Appliances for the Sick Room, 
requisites, detergents, couches, beds, invalid chairs, &c. fis 
» 82 Publications, Models, Pictures, Diagrams, &c., and Literature relating | 
Group 3. =- 
» 83, Machinery relating to Groap 3. ‘ 


















Grour 4.—Tux Scnoor.— 


Ciass 34, Designs and Models of Improved Buildings for Elementary Schools, Infant 
Schools and Oréches. Ye 





iais 








. ‘ » 85. Apparatus and Fittings for Warming, Ventilating, and Lighting Schools, 


“] 

I 2 School Latrines, Closets, &c. =.) 
EE » 86. Special School Fittings for Storing and Drying Clothing. vel 
| » 87, Schoo! Kitchens and arrangements for School Canteens, Methods Of warm- 
ing Children’s Meals, &c. ao, 
& » 88, Precaution in Schools for preventing the spread of Infectious Diseases, School A 
. Sanitaria, Infirmaries, &c. ee 
Be », 89, Special Apparatus for Physical Training in Schools, Gymnasis, Apparatus | 
7 for Exercise, Drill, &c. ies 
be i» 640; Tete relating to Classes 80 to 85. Models, Statisties, Diagrams, ee 


Grour 5.—Tae Worksnor. 


Cxass 41. Designs and Models for improvements in the Arrangement and f 
of Workshops, especially those in which dangerous or unwholesome. pro- 
cesses are conducted. We 
» 42. Apparatus and Fittings for preventing or minimising the danger to health 
from carrying on-certaio trades, Guards, Screens, Fans, Air-jets, Preserva- 
tive Solutions, Washes, &c. 
,», 48. Objects for Personal Use. Mouth-pieces, Spectacles, Dresses, Hoo 
use in certain unhealthy and poisonous trades. vt 
44. Illustrations of Diseases and Deformities caused by unwholesome Trades 
Professiuns. Methods of combating these diseases. ti 
} _ sures, &e, 


» 45. Sanitary Construction and Inspection of Workshops and Factories, 


con 
Pia 
fon 
‘' - 


i ee 


Au 
” Nr nih 


e. Inventions or improvements for ameliorating the condition of life 
ip engaged in unbealthy occupations. > : 
bs » 46. The Literature of the subjects included under Classes $7 to 41, 

ie Diagrams, &c, oe 

; ; 


= Division I1.— Education. 


Grovr 6,—Enucationa, Works anv ArpLiances. 


Crass 47, Créches and Infant Schools.—(a) Apparatus and Fittings for 
St ‘ Infant Schools; ()) one oys Sed Ki A bid 
Models and Appliances for Teeeee 1 Exawples of Scho 
48% [oom pis a sD Appemine and perpen en odel: 
‘or Teaching ;-Text-books, Di v 
done in Elementary Schools. ne eae : 
» 49. Domestic Economy in Schools for Girls.—(a) Mod 
Teaching of Cookery, Housework, Washing and’ [rou 
Pottery, 82 (0) Speenmen: of School Wark 
: ottery, &e. ; pecimens o ool | fmm 
50. Eada Teoh in Schools for B 


a eu 






































2) Art Teaching.—(a) Apparatus, Models, and Fittings for Elementary Art In- 
, straction in Schools ; (4) Diagrams, Copies, Text-booke, &c. ; (c) Specimens 
of Art Work, Modelling, &., in Schools. 

63. Technical and Apprenticeship Schools.—(a) Apparatus and Examples used in 
5 * Primary and Becondary Schools for Teaching Handicrafts ; (4) Models, 
Plans, and Designs for the Fitting up of Workshop and Industrial 
Schools; (c) Results of Industrial Work done in such Schools 
64. Schools for the Blind and for the Deaf and Damb.—(a) Apparatus aud Exam- 

ples for Teaching ; (46) Speeimens of School Work. 

55. Literature, Statistics, and Diagrams relating to Group % and to the Effects of 
Y “ Cramming” and Overwork on the Young, &e. 

~ y 66, Collective Displays of School Work and Appliances, 







” 








*,* 1t is proposed to arrange Collective Exhibits in connection with some of the above 
classes, illustrating, among other subjects, the Dwellings of the Poor, the cure in the Dwelling 
“Yor the Welfare of the Children and of the Sick, Model Nurseries, Sleeving Apaitments, 

‘ermpletely fitted Kitchens, fully equipped Gymuasia for adults and for the young, Mouel 
“Laboratories and Culletions for Health-Teaching, Model School-, Workshoys, &c., and also 
~~ Collections having reference to special trades. : 
mn . also proposed to hold an International Congress in June or July next, on each of the 
main Sections of the Exhibition—Health and Education. 
Lectures will be given, and Conferences will be held, on the various Su} jects illustrated in 
“or cognate with the Exhibition; they will be explained by practical Demonstrations aud Ex- 
_ periments, and Reports on each group will be issued. 
= Processes will be shewn in actual operation, ond Practical Tests will, from ti. e to time, be 
made of the inventions submitted to the Juries. 


APPLICATION FOR SPACE, 


Please allot me in Ciass. ____— (see foot-note A.) for the Exhibiion of Articles 
* “asunder, in accordance with the following Regulations : 


Fiour Space 4 Fret Squire. 
ne yrig Counter Space -—————————_—Freett Run. 
aaa Wall Space———-———__——_ Fret Sure. 
a “Wamber and discription of articles (see foot-note B.) 
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N : onAL Heatrn Exuisition, Sourm Kensincton, Loxpon, S.W, 
es ai 4 ; . 


sore, Actiais belonging to different clissos must be made upon separate forms. Additional 
Dies tas’ the description, belaiidie a cRabaplste .as- possible, as'it- will: forza the Bass of the 
“ghsmaiiathent crs om apply to the Secretary for a special form, See 
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The Exhibition will he ed on Thursday, Ist May, and will'continue op 
Geciod of aan ene shan ix soopdlen ; mt 

The principal objects to be exhibited are comprised in the classification, which 
intended to illustrate chiefly Rood, Dress, the Dwelling, the School, and 
Workshop as affecting the conditions of healthful life, and also the 
revent.appliances for Elementary Sehool Teaching and Instruction in A, 
Science, Art, und Handicrafts. 4 

Medals in Gold, Silver, and Brovze, and Diplomas of Honour will be awarded on 
the recommendation of luternational Juries, 

No charge will be made for space, bunt Exbibitors will have to pay every expense of 
transit, delivery, fixing and removing their Exhibits, and erection of counters 
when required, and they must, either persupally or by their agents, superin- => 
tend the despatch, transmission, reception, unpacking, and installation, and ay tee 
at the close of the Exhibition, the removal of their goods; in default therrof ~ 
the Execative Council reserves to itself the right of doing whatever may be 
considered necessary, and st the expense of the Exhibitor, Should any goods” 
be deposited in the Extibition premises during the absence of the Exhibitor 
or his Agent, the Executive Council will not be responsible for any loss or 
damage from whatsoever cause arising, 

Applications for allotment of space must be made on printed form, which will he 
supplied on application to the Secretary, International Heil:h Exhibition, 
South Kensington, S.W., which must be filled up and returned on or  \) 
before ve Ist February 1854. After this date no application ean be \ 
received, . 

The nature of the articles which it is proposed to exhibit must be fully specified in 
the Form of Application for space. 

The applications will be laid before the Council, and the Secretary will, as econ as 
practicable, notify to applicants their decision with regard to the amount of 
space, if any, allotted to them, 

The Council reserve to themselves the absolute right of refusing to admit any 
exhibit. : ai eth 

The Foreign and Colonial Commissioners appointed by their Governinents are 
invited to communicate with the Secretary. They will be charged with 
the consideration of all questions relative to the distribution of the space 
allotted to their respective countries, aud the Executive Council will placeat™ 
their disposal al] information and plans that may Le useful to them. ran 

The applicant for space from countries in which no Commissioner has been. | 
appointed will correspond directly with the Secretary. 4 

The Executive Council will endeavour to obtain, from the various English Rail: 
way Companies, special terms for the conveyance of exhibits to and from the 

Exhibition, and should they sacceed in doing so such arrangements willbe — i 
communicated to intending Exbibitors. “aye 

All packages containing goods intended for exhibition must have painted on them == 
the distinctive mark I. H. E., together with the name and address of the , 
Exhibitor. Labels will also be forwarded to each Exhibitor. 

Packayes from Foreign Countries must likewise bave painted on them the letters 
1.H.E. They must all be marked in such a way as to show distinotly ‘rom 
whence they come, the name of the country and of the Exhibitor, pies 

All cases, counters, platforms, &c,, must not exceed the following dimensions 


without special permission :— 
Show-cases and partitions  ... 10 feet above the floor. 
Oounters 55 ” » 


Platforms = pan Sees 
Exhibitors may place rajlin, d their stands subject to appror 
id; may p! gs around their nds subject rate oe 
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every instance the railings must be within the area of the 
spoce allotted. 
The flooring must not be ‘alge cemetet) or strengthened for 
ment, except by sanction of the Executive Council, 
_etsitier fi. 
No Exhibitor will be itted to display exbibite in such a 
the light or impede the view along the open mee 
nience, injury, or otherwise disndvantageously i 


In order to ensure uniformity of decoration and geueral good 
will be allowed to "any. Reg, enaners Oe BEE 
allow "lig any ais Brae 













without f 


“seri tech 





22. Cases thuet be ng fast as possible and the empty ¢nses taken away by 
y the Exhibitors or their Avents, The Executive Council decline to accept 

h any responsibility with reference ‘o empty enses, which must be at once 

removed from the building at the expense of Exnilitors, 

-Eshibitors will be required to provide all nevessary attendance and to keep their 

t stands and exhibite properly cleaned and in yood order dwing the whole 

2 ‘ riod of the Exhibition. 

No Exhibitor will be allowed to transfer any allotment, or to allow any other than 

his own duly admitted exhibits to be placed thereon, except by permission of 

” the Exeeutive Council. 

" 25. All goods exhibited must be in the name of the person who signed the application 

- ts form, 

| 5. 96. Exhibitors are requested to mark the selling price of the articles exhibited, so as 

ay to facilitate the judgment of the jury, as well as for the information of 

visitors, 

_ -* «© 27. Objects cannot be taken away before the close of the Exhibition, without the 
- . special permission in writing of the Executive Council, Special arrange- 
ments will be made with regard to perishable exhibits. 
® 28, As refreshments come within the scope and classification of this Exhibition, all 

o methods of preparing the same, whether by cookery or otherwise, and the 
display and sale thereof, will be matters of separate arrangement with those 
wishing to be represented in this section of the Exhibition. 

29. Exhibitors of apparatus requiring the use of water, cas, or steam are requested 

Pom to make application to the Secretary for a special form which was been 

prepared for this section of the Exhibition. 

30. All stoves, grates, &c., must be arranged with a view to the abatement of Smoke. 

81. All folminating and explosive substances and all dangerous substances are 
> absolutely forbidden to be sent. 

82. Spirits alcohol, oils, essences, corrosive substances, and generally all substances 

t which might spoil other articles or inconvenience the public, can only be 

4 received in solid and suitable vessels of small size. 

% 38. Tue Executive Council reserves the sole right of compiling a catalogue of the 

‘ exhibits under regulations which will be duly notified. Hach nation will, 
however, have the right to produce at its own expense a catalogue of all the 
objects in its own section. 

Tne Council reserve to themselves the right of causing any of the exhibits to be 
examined, tested, or analysed for such use as they may think fit. 

No article exhibited may be photographed, drawn, copied or reproduced in any 
manner whatsoever, without the special sanction of the Exhibitor and of the 
Executive Council. . 

The Executive Council will not hold itself responsible for loss or damage occur- 

ring to any exbibit from any cause whatevever, but while declining any 

responsibility it is the intention of the Council to take such precautions as 
it deems necessary. 

87, No goods can be sent in previous to the 15th March without special permission ; 

after the 15th April no gocds will be recvived. 

The right to add to, after, amend, or expunge any of these Rules is reserved by 
the Executive Council. 

Both Englishmen and Foreigners in becoming Exhibitors declare by so doi 
their compliance with the whole of these Regulations, together with suc! 
other Regulations as the Executive Council may issue from time to time, 

Tne Executive Coancil reserves the right to remove the objects belonging tu any 

* Exhibitor who may not conform to the Regulations. 

If any damage, or injury shall be caused or occasioned during the Exhibition by 

_ apy exhibited machine, implement, or article to any visitor or other person, 

_ or toany officer, servant, or others then and there employed by the Executive, 
uncil of the International Health Exhibition, 1884, then the Exhibitor to 

_. whom such machinery, implement, or article may belong shall indemnify and 

hold harmless the said Council from-and aguinst ali actions, suits, expenses, 

"and claims on account or in respect of any such damage or injury which may 






























be so caused or occasioned, aoe 
‘ that the foregoing papers be published for general information in the 

8 he oe to the Gazette ¢ India, and that 
hc copies be forwarded to the | Governments 
© British Burma, and istrations noted: on’ the. in for 
; . i ‘in the local Gazettes. ‘Phe Govern- 
pose forwarding a collection of exhibite to the International Health 

ry in the Revenue and Agri 


gricultural Department will be glad to 
ick pone tating Mabie. 


















‘T. Houpernxss, " 
Seoretiry to'the Govt, of India, 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects 






of the Crops. 
2 . < 
~ ane 
Statement showing Rainfall, Weather. and State and Prospects of the Orovs in the different 
of Bengal. as reported to Government duriny the week ending the 16th February 








































































a Reainfsn | . 
ey District, and date of — jut Sudder Character of the weather, atate and prospects of the eropa, and 
> return. Stationin) * astute of health at dave, e 
incher, 
: : a - Western Listricts, 
a 1 |Bardwan Feb. 16 84) O12 | Weathor—hot sun; mornings and evenings still cool. No improvement th’ 
no, Cains 4 ..| 066 | prospects of the erops since last report, except in Cnina, where the rubben is anid. 
ve to have bonetited by the lato rain, 
~ 2 |Bankoora. a 2S! O31 | Weather—was clondy and mornings foggy on the 18th, 14th, 16th wd 16th; 
2 Kbatre «| 06 during the other days of the week cool and clear, Pressing of sugercane 
: going on oli over the dixrrict, Wheat and barley in ear or ond 
2 | peas ripening Prospects of rubbee crops generally fair, Coaras rice ste 
= 2 pom a sours per rupee in the difforent pars of the district, Jw oe 
7 alth good. he 
an all 3 (Beerbhoorm, 16 | Nil. |Weather—scasonnble. A part of the week was cloudy. Prospects of the winter | 
. Pr 4 5° cropa continue fair, Mustard being gathered. Sugarcano being Jin me ll 
2 4 e places, nds capable of irrigation are noder preparation fer sowing th 
eee 2 Price of vice slightly higher, Public health good, except in Mowreswar, whera 
“4 é | there have been a few cases of cholera, santl-pox, and enttle-pox — 
im 4 Midnapore 20 ai] Sa | Voather—seasonable. Rain wanted for boro paddy unl other crops. Public a) 
ae health fair except in the Contal sub-division, where cholera still provails, — . i 
: 5 |Hooghls, 4 16 | O96 [Weather—cioudy in the latter part of the week ; getting warm, Outturn of) ~ 
_ * | winter crops and proxpects of sngereane good. Pablic health good bid tr 
Eek > Towrah, a 18 x Nil® Weather—warmer than last week. The oniy crop of importance now on 4 
- ground iy sugarcane, which is bein: eat and pressed with good results, Pt 
; | health tuir. te 






Central Listricta. | ¥ 
Rertas 


"84 O83 | Weather—seasonable, but hot and cloudy in the latter part of the week, Winter 
| crops promising well Public benlth generally good. os " 
7 |Nuddea, » 16 ,,| 12 Weather—ovol and seasonable. Recent rain in three out of the five sabe 











= Chooadangs v| 0°08 | divisions is likely to do good to the crops, Public health 
z Kanagbat ’ O04 wher pt at Meherpore, where there is some fover, 
a » 8 Khoolus, w 2 oa 1:18) =Weather—rather cold for the season owing to late fall of rain. Hi 


| | «mun newly completed The rain of the 14th instant will prove ben 
boro paddy und summer egops. Public health frir, 
9 Jeasore, oy 1a 8°05 | Weather—ruiny, cold, foul and cloudy Rain fell the Ith instant. 
Shenida “| 6027 | rendered tho land fit for plonghing. Rebbee crops are belng 
Narail vs) 219 | prospects favourable, Coarse rice selling st from 16 to 17 secre 
Pubiic health on the whole good. ° 








6 |24-Pergunnahs, Feb. 18 
Bonyong eA Nil 


: 5 4 19 |Moorenedubad, ,, 16 Nil | Weather— bright and cool throughout the week, except on the 16th, when it w 
i cioudy and it drizzled a little in the morning, It was very foggy this morning 
=" (16th), State of crops generally cood. Standing rudbbee doit we he 


Bi Health of the district good on the whole, dey BAe xe 
Ae fy he 





11 |Deengepore, Feb, 15 "84, Nil |Wenther—cloudy ; rain expected. Sugarcane and mustard sivs 

: yield Price of rice stationary. » - 4 
» 16 y.| Nil |Wenther—stormy and cloudy for « day or two, Rain at Nattore me gor 
os er and prospects generally improved, Public health good. pe : 

. 2 













P 6 of cold-weather crops continue favourable, Rain 
cultivation of aus, for which land is being prepared, Public 
» 16 4 | O18 |Weathor—cold, damp and foggy. A slight shower on the 14th.” 
| jute and aus rice going on, Sigarcane and mustard by 
from fuilure of aman crop Increasing in thanas Bogen, 
and Panchbibi, Public health fair. Apso 
Heavy rain with hail fell in the north of the district. 
oes cloudy. Rain will do much good to the crops on the ground, » 
the preparation of land for rice sowings, oup 


good. pe ti 
Weither—misty and cold. In Terai augareane and tol 
well. In Wille wheat and barley showing cenktane 


promise well, Kain wanted, : 
Wi Jd und cloudy at times, All standing crops 


Bea sapthes wor? 
+) anal 


























x © | Rainfall 

Dintelet, and date of jut Sudder 

a retuen. Station in 
= inches, 





ATs 001 


ittagong, Feb 19 "B4) 163 





48 |Nonkholly, =, 14 | Nil | 





wu iypacth, « oy 
Bratmunteriah we 
Chandpore 


26 lOhiteayooe Hill, 12 ,,| O13 





Hii Tipporsh 4, 13, ous 
































. BEHAR, 
6-26 \Patnn, Fob, 16 '8i) NY 
27 jtiya in: TG, we Nil 
@ 2h |Shahabad, wo 26) « Nil 
a 
E | 2h |Durbliunge v1, 18 5 Nil 
o 
< i j 
* & | 80 |Mozufferpore, 4 16 Nil |Weather—cool nud el 
& 
* 8] |Saran, jw 38" Ni 
« 
Vga lChumpucan, 6 1G | Nil 
. , 38 Monghyr Feb. 16°34) Nil 
Bingulpore. a 20 oe Nil 
Purueah, » Wy Nil 
Maldah, » IW | A few 
. lropa ow 
whe 1ibe 





& Lach. 





Sonthnl Perghe. , 16 Nil 
Godda «| 005 


626 










Ni 
a A fow 
rops on] 
the bb, 
je 35) in|) “0°81 


n lt» 


ern vidta—eoveld | 


lw, A . + 
Weather—aensonable, Prospects of winter crops continua favourable, Prices 


IWrather—tool with 


Chara®tor of the wenther. state and proeneots at the crop’, and 
State of health we duce 





weady,  Hublic honlth good, 

Weather —warm during the doy; wornings amt nights eold; «rong southerly 
wind frou this morning (Lb) State of rubbee crops promising. Land® 
for aus padiiy heine prepared 

Tonvy rvin lat night (hbo), and severe slorn from the northwest. Prospects 
ops gon. Priew of rive till rising It is selling ab fm Ra, 2-12 
perm Public health good, 

ily, and driggling rain intho middle of tha week, Wosthor seasonable 
ethe remaining port nf the week. Mustard nearly gathered. Sugnreane 
ge pronsed — Tohyveo doing well, 

wr—elondy windy. Mustard still being gathered. Praspects of 
‘ea nud tobacco fair, Public health gourd. 















ebill 


Woeathor—oold ond seasonable, DP, 
ing reaped. 





sepecta of rublee wildling, Massoor, gram 
Other aura crops promis, Planting of sugars 
wwe. Puller health wood, 

Prospeuts of standin 






crops continue good. Early rahhes crops 

sie ling gathered in pans and yielling a good gutiuen Poppy is fourishing, 

Public health good, 

masonable Rubber crops fiir exoop. inthe sonth of the Bhabhun 
sub division, Pens boing harvested ; outturn expevtel to ble sbout 12 
Annas, 

Weather—cald, The ruibee in places is poor owing to want of rainy in plicos it 
is qnite lost. In some places there ism good avernge crop, Outturn will be 
About 6 annas throughout the distri 

rt Westerly winds, Probubie outiven of rutbee crops 

between four and five numas for the district average, In Siramarhi it is 
likely to be under four annas. 

dliys warm, nights ond mornings coal; west wind 

Prospouts nf rublee crip, where ierigation ia 

3 re they are sullering much from want of 

rin. Mustord ripening, Wheat and barley in cor, Peas and radar in 

flower. Voppy still looking Lealthy and beginving to flowes Common rice” 
selling nt 14 seers por rupee. Sporadic cusys uf sinull-pox reported ; otherwise 














Weather = clear and bh 









possivle, aro genera ly 








public hewth goad. 

atorly wind, Prospects of rudtea crops, except where 
sewn early or Ww irrigition is possible, are backward and much in wantof 
rain. Public health good 

Weather —sousonable. Prospocts of rabbee crops unfavourable for want of rain, 
A few enves of small-pox reported from the Jamui sub-division, otherwise 
public health yood, 

ther—cold ; cloudy with appearanes of rain, Rice selling at from 12 to 15 
seers per rupee, and Indign-corn from 16 to 20 seers. Outturn of rubbee 
varies from 4 to 10 annes, Whentand barley can no longer bo benefid by 
rein. Ollseods have been fairly good. le 

Cold wins. Croya in the sonth of the district very poor; in the north they 
are fair, Public healtu fair. 

Weather—eool and plovaot, colt easterly wind, and sky overcast on the morning 
of the 13th, Thick heavy elonds on the L4ch, aud heavy rain in the south of 
the district (Ghana subgonge),  Vrosprets ef rubjer crops fiir except in the* 
Barnndsa tracts, where dora paddy ins hewn extonsively cultivated by way of 
compensation, Rubber crops in the souti-weat have ben Sted by” the late 
rain, ricer of fo nary, General health good. 

Weather—eold and in the early part ofthe week ; cloudy from the Lith, and 
ao litte rain fell at Godla and Rajmehal, Good reports of rubdee continue to be 
received from most of the sab-divieions, The yield will, however, be under 
8 annas, Prices gon tally stationary with » tendency to rise in Deoghur; in 
Godda rice hua become a lit heaper, but Indian-corn is dearer, twice as 

uo it was thie time lust ye Pablic health good, 































Wenther—clondy, with strong southerly wind, There was slight rain on the 
13th and lath, and wore isexpected. Datlua rico and ec tton growing woll. 
Sugorcane boing pressed. Mangoes in profuse blossom everswhere, Common 
rice selling at from 18 to 22 seers por rupea in the town, and trom 24 to 28 
seerein the interior, Public health generally good. “ 
Weather—gotting warm. Dalua rico prowising. Sugarcane being pressed. 
Miscellaneous crops doing well Sporartic cases of small-pox reported from, 
thanas Banpur and Khoorda, Common rice selling at from 21 to 34 seors per 
Tupes, * 

Hot Vwoather may be said to have sct ia, Thero is at this time of the year 
nothing to report about she crops. Cholera abating iv the town, but is still 
provaleut in the north of tho district. 

















» | Nit 
ik NN 






6, Nil |Weather—clear. 


very manll, Public health good. 
Ww. “ ery lear ipeting warm  Ruddee crops indiflerwat for want of _ 
rain. yaorreporerd trom two outpost. Public health good, 


y os 
w il. Proswimge of sugarcnne still going on. Wheat, ——- 
perager tp foal doing walk Pablic benith generally good, oxce; 


> 
Feb 15 'Si) Nil [Weathor—ncusonably cold. Prospects of cold-woather crops continue unfavour-» 


able. Mustard being gathered ; outtarn very poor, Prices continue unaltered, 
Stoull-pox atitt reported from the town of Hazaribagh, 
Pabbce crops suffering from want of rain; outturn will be 





t rom the Manbazar police staion i thé Sudder 

 Sanaty of a a eentee Nirsha:pollde station inthe Gevindnore 
rive sold at the Parulia imaiket at 215 sera per range cS 
q * <P 1s ¥ 
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PRICESSCUR KENT of Food-grams, Firewood and & 


RETAIL SALE:-QUANTITI RS Pkt 


Beteven Meier 


| Rion, nest sort, Rice, common, Comnoo, Barna. 


xt preceding return. 
t preceding return, 


Corresponding retar® 


Corresponding retarn 
of last year. 
of Inst year. 


of inst year. 
of last year. 
of Inet year. 


Present return. 
Present return, 
Present ratarn. 


Cort--yeniime retucn 


Next preceding return. 
Corresponding reture 
Naet preceiine retarn, 
Corresponding return 


Present retere 
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